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Interim
Moderator’s letter
As I write this we are soon to
be
entering
into
another
Advent Season, advent a time
of looking forward, of hope and
expectation.
Although it’s a
busy time of year I always
think it is an exciting time with
all
the
preparations
for
Christmas.
For most of the year though
you have been hoping for news
from
the
Nominating
Committee about their search for a new minister for the
church here and for Kilmory. However, after advertisements
and other mediums we still wait in expectation and look
forward for the next stage of the journey in the life of the two
congregations.
Life is never straight forward though and God never promises
any of us an easy road. However, he does promise to be with
us alongside us in the bad and the good and we give him
thanks for that. He is the one who never changes and “is the
same yesterday, today and forever” as the writer to the
Hebrews put it.
I would like to share with you the words of a Hymn that are
quite special, and it’s story:-

‘Through All the Changing Scenes of Life’
‘God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in
trouble. Therefore we will not fear’ (Psalm 46:1-2a)
“Tate and Brady” were once as familiar and inseparable a pair
of names as Laurel and Hardy or Rodgers and Hammerstein.
They were Irish Protestants whose New Version of metrical
Psalms, published in 1696, replaced the so called Old Version
of previous generations. This version of part of Psalm 34 is
the one survivor that has stayed the course for nearly three
centuries.
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However, new versions always have their critics. Brady’s own
church would have none of it; to them it was “an innovation
to be endured”. Tate’s brother and a maid refused to come to
family prayers because of it. “As long as you sang Jesus
Christ’s psalms, I sung along with ye” she said “But now that
you sing psalms of your own invention, ye may sing to
yourselves!”
The Psalms have been a source of comfort and strength to
the saints down through the ages and still are to many today.
However, whether we read them or sing them, they always
point us to the true source of comfort and strength, to our
God who owns the Psalms.

Through all the changing scenes of life,
In trouble and in joy:
The praises of my God shall still
My heart and tongue employ.
O magnify the Lord with me,
With me exalt his Name;
When in distress to him I called,
He to my rescue came.
Fear Him, ye saints, and you will then
Have nothing else to fear:
Make you His service your delight,
He'll make your wants his care.
(Nahum Tate – 1652-1715)
(Nicholas Brady – 1659 – 1726)

We look forward in this Advent season to celebrate the birth
of our Saviour.
Jean Hunter
Jean was installed as Moderator of Ardrossan
Presbytery on the 2 nd of September for the year
2014/15; she continues to be our Interim Moderator.
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Church Family
Deaths
Neither death nor life, nor angels.... nor powers...nor any
other creature can separate us from the love of God
Romans 8, 38-39

Jane Harvey
Audrey Walters
James Barbour
William McDonald
Sheena Bradford
Eric Turner
We remember these families in our prayers

Reading from 1 st John, Chapter 1, verse 1.
We write to you about the Word of life, which has existed
from the very beginning.
We have heard it, and we have seen it with our eyes; yes, we
have seen it,
And our hands have touched it.
When this life became visible, we saw it; so we speak of it
and tell about the eternal life which was with the Father
and was made known to us.
What we have seen and heard we announce to you also,
so that you will join with us in the fellowship that we have
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
We write this in order that our joy may be complete.
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Spotlight on Aileen Graham
Aileen Graham became a member of Lamlash Church

in 2003 when she moved to Arran with her husband Duncan.
The move was very much a spur of the moment decision
when, unexpectedly, a house came on the market in Hamilton
Terrace and it just seemed too good an opportunity to miss!
Aileen and Duncan married in 1966, they have 3 children and
4 grandchildren living on the mainland. Both had previously
spent time on Arran; Aileen when her parents holidayed here
when she was young and Duncan, when he was employed
driving a lorry in his student days. They have also enjoyed
family holidays on Arran over the years.
Aileen was an active member of St Machar’s Ranfurly Church
in Bridge of Weir where she was ordained as an elder in
1977. St Machar’s Ranfurly is a large church with almost ten
times the membership roll we have here in Lamlash. Aileen
found Lamlash warm and welcoming, settled in quickly and
became a member of The Guild.
Aileen was appointed Clerk to the Board in 2007, initially
taking minutes of the Board Meetings and subsequently the
joint Kirk Session and Board Meetings. She was Property
Convenor 2010- 2013 and is currently secretary of The Guild.
Having worked in Solicitors offices in Paisley, Glasgow and
Bridge of Weir, Aileen is a superb secretary. She has
generously shared her time, skills and talents taking on
various secretarial roles in her church and bowling club
interests over many years. Unfortunately, with recent health
problems, Aileen has decided to retire from her role as
Depute Clerk.
Thank you Aileen, for all your hard work, and
commitment. Your contribution to Lamlash Church is
very much appreciated.
Aileen’s favourite hymn is No.528
‘Make me a channel of your peace’
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STEWARDSHIP
Stewardship within the Church of Scotland doesn’t always
mean money; it includes time, talents as well as resources
i.e. buildings etc; using what expertise we have to offer.
All Churches are signed up to a 3-year cycle of stewardship,
and in 2014 it happens to be money!
When the Elders went round with our Communion Cards
recently, they gave us a letter which outlined our church’s
financial situation, and inviting us all to consider if we are
able to increase our giving; after all, costs keep going up and
it’s easy for our givings to lag behind costs.
We may consider starting or increasing a Standing Order, and
a form for this was delivered to you to be completed and
taken to your bank. Whatever method you choose to give,
there is always the opportunity to ‘Gift Aid’ which does not
involve you in any extra expense.
This allows the church to receive an extra 25% from the
income tax you have already paid on your pension, savings or
salary; it’s money for nothing!
Please complete and return the form provided to Alison
Armstrong, our Treasurer.
Ian Watt, Session Clerk

Financial Report from Alison Armstrong
Month
Offering Plate
Standing Orders
August
£1214.73
£950
September
£1030.70
£1056
October
£881.40
£475
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Guild Notes – Winter 2014
The final year of our three year strategy, “Whose
we are and whom we serve” was introduced at
this year’s Guild Dedication service on Sunday
19 October. Ian led the worship based on this
year’s focus, “A world to serve”, assisted by
Guild members who took part in choosing the
hymns, playing the organ, giving project
information, reading, taking prayers and stewarding the
Church. Guild members stood to reaffirm their dedication to
serve the Lord faithfully, while giving members of the
congregation the opportunity to make their own private
dedications.
Margaret, along with Guild members from Shiskine, attended
the Annual Guild Rally at the Caird Hall, Dundee in early
September and these are her comments:
Our first meeting of the year saw a good turnout of members
and we were pleased to welcome Mrs Jean Hunter as our
speaker. Jean is a regular speaker at the Guild and in the
past we have had lively and interesting glimpses of her
holidays in and around the Holy Land. This year was quite
different. Jean’s title was “My Story” and it really was worth
hearing. At the end of it, I am sure we all felt that we knew
Jean a little better and were full of admiration for her journey
to where she finds herself at this moment in time. An
excellent and appropriate start to this year’s theme –
“A world to serve”. Guild members contributed to the
afternoon with a short sketch from the theme guide giving us
ideas about “How our Guild should really be run.”
On Tuesday 4 November we were pleased to welcome
Mrs Carol Burge as our speaker from “Save the Children”, an
organisation devoted to saving the children of the world.
Carol has been chairperson of the island branch for several
years now and we had a lively and information packed talk
backed up with lots of visual display material, a short DVD
and one of Carol’s regular jokes, guaranteed to
add laughter to the event. It was good to have
several “Save the Children” committee members
with us, including a founder member and several
long serving members. Guild members had the
opportunity to chat to Carol over the usual tea and
10

biscuits.
Due to flooding and water damage in the Church Hall there
may be some disruption to our plans in the near future. Our
Christmas meeting on Tuesday 2 December will now be held
in the lounge of Trust Housing McKelvie Rd (Kirkcare) at 2pm.
The meeting on 6 January 2015 is already planned for the
lounge at McKelvie Rd at 2pm.
If you are unsure about any arrangements please contact a
Committee member, all telephone numbers are on your
syllabus and keep supporting us wherever we are. Thank you!

Vivienne Haigh

The Annual meeting of the Church of Scotland Guild was held
in the Caird Hall, Dundee on 6th September 2014 when up to
2,000 people from all parts of Scotland gathered to represent their
church guilds. It is always a great inspiration to attend and be
reminded again that though locally we may be small in number we
belong to a large and influential section of the Church.
A welcome was given by the National Convenor, Kay Keith and
thanks expressed to retiring convenors and committee. The
Moderator Rt. Rev. John Chalmers spoke on some of his personal
reflections. The guest speaker of the morning, Rev. Dr. Margaret
Fowler - (no connection of mine!) gave a very lively account of her
work as a minister & member of the Human Trafficking Task Force
in Jamaica & has taken part in research on this problem with
World Mission Council Human Trafficking Consultations in India,
Fiji and London. An outstanding and outspoken lady!
The
afternoon session was addressed by John Lowrie Morrison
(Jolomo), Scotland’s successful landscape artist. He has also
served in education as a class teacher & curriculum advisor. He is
a Reader in the Church of Scotland preaching in his home area of
Argyll. The Dundee City organist, Stuart Muir, accompanied the
singing on the very fine pipe organ and Brightons Parish Church
Falkirk Praise Group gave several choir items. In all, a great day
where I had the company of four friends from St.Molios Guild
Shiskine.
Margaret Fowler
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Coffee Mornings

As reported in the last edition of the
magazine, the monthly winter coffee
mornings have been successful both
financially and socially. The November one, despite a
slow start and the absence of two stall holders, was a
very rewarding occasion. Visitors arriving from as far
afield as Lochranza and Corrie were delighted by the
friendly welcome and the quality of the cakes. As the
hall filled, there was a lovely buzz of friendly chatter.
We don’t do it just to make money for the church and
deserving causes. We do it to provide a meeting place
for anyone who wishes to enjoy a friendly welcome as
well as a “cuppa and cake”.
Come and join us – all are welcome!
Maureen Oakes

Trust Housing, McKelvie Road
There is a short service of worship followed by tea
and fellowship on the second Sunday in the month.
Please join with the residents in the lounge at 3pm for
this relaxed sharing of the word of God.

Church Services
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Christian Unity Service
(Brodick Church)

24 December 2014
25 December 2014
18 January 2015

11:30pm
10:00am
12 noon

12

ISLAND CAROL CONC
ERT
Traditionally, the first Monday in
December has been the date of
the Island Carol Concert, and so this year, on Monday 1st
December at 7.30 pm, Lamlash Church once again will host
it. It is often referred to as ‘The John Dick Concert’ though
John himself would never have done so. Other people use
the term because John was the originator and organiser of
this concert for a good many years.
John and Betty came to Arran when John was appointed Head
of Music at Arran High School in 1981. His first school
Christmas concert in 1981 was held in Lamlash Church, and it
continued to be a purely school concert - mainly Arran High
School, but sometimes with some input from the Primary
Schools - until John retired in 1996. After retiring John
could no longer do a school concert, so he invited other
musical groups to participate, but the concert has always
continued to have items by Arran High School. And so, the
concert has continued in this format, organised by John until
his illness in 2005, and then subsequently by other people.
The money raised at these concerts has always been given to
charity. In the early years it was given to Save the Children,
but then in 1986, Nicola McConnell, a delightful and
promising music student at Arran High School died from
cancer, and as a tribute to, and in memory of Nicola it was
decided that the concert collection in 1986 should go to The
Malcolm Sargent Cancer Fund for Children (now re-named
CLIC Sargent), and it has continued to go to this charity ever
since.
Over the years these concerts have raised several thousand
pounds for this good cause which John, through Nicola, held
close to his heart. The concert is a wonderful legacy of John,
and long may it continue.

13

A Great way to approach Christmas.
This season of Advent is about approaching Christmas
in the best way. There is so much familiarity about
the obvious facts that there is the tendency to treat it
as ‘just the same old story’. So, it can be a great idea
to make the approach by selecting and concentrating
on the one aspect that seems to us personally as ‘the
special message for me this year’!
For someone, for one year, it could simply be the core
message ‘that God so loved the world the He gave His
own Son’; or perhaps the Immanuel message- that’
God is with us’, yes, even me!
It could be something to do with Joseph’s simple,
gracious and loving acceptance of what was
happening, albeit way outside his understanding and
comfort zone.
Or the most frequently highlighted parts of the
accounts, like shepherds, angels, wise men, or the
understanding of being homeless and refugee- God in
Jesus has been there and understands- and what that
might mean for me.
Then there are the details about Elizabeth, Zechariah
and Anna –how might I relate to any of them?
So, perhaps the best way to approach Christmas is to
do as Mary did, at the centre of all that has happened
and is happening, and yet to be- that she ‘kept all
these things, pondering them in her heart’.
It is a great time and opportunity for each of us to
‘ponder’ these things too –perhaps just one part of it
all especially- the ‘special message for me this year’!
J.H.P.
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Prayer
God of power and mercy,
You call us once again to celebrate the coming of your Son.
Remove those things which hinder love of you,
That when he comes
He may find us waiting
In awe and wonder for him;
Who lives and reigns
With you and the Holy Spirit,
One God, now and for ever.
AMEN.

Prayer Group
A small group continues to meet to pray for the church,
usually twice a month at Margaret Fowler’s house, Almird,
Shore Road.
ALL are very welcome. It is very informal with no pressure to
pray aloud. If you can’t join us in person, please be with us in
prayer. The meetings are announced in the intimations on
Sunday, or please contact Margaret (600675) or me
(600663) for further information.
Monica Tweeddale
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World Mission

The next edition of the World Mission magazine is due at the
beginning of December and will feature living with HIV and
AIDS, a problem affecting many people here and abroad. Let
me know if you want me to save you a copy.
Please continue to save your used postage stamps – there
will probably more over the Christmas period! The current
appeal is for Dorcas, the Greek Evangelical Church’s Refuge
House for Women Victims of Violence, and their children, in
Milotopos.
Please contact me if you feel you could take over being the
representative for World Mission, it is not onerous, but I feel
it should be someone with a computer who can use e mail.
I would be quite willing to continue collecting and sending
stamps for the Stamp Appeal.
Monica Tweeddale

~~~

If after Church, you wait awhile
Someone may greet you with a smile.
But, if you quickly rise and flee,
We’ll all seem cold and stiff, maybe
The one beside you in the pew
Is, perhaps a stranger too.
All here, like you, have fears and cares,
All of us need each other’s prayers.
In fellowship we bid you meet,
With us around God’s Mercy Seat.
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90

years young
Buchanan says...

and

Dr

Robert

“I’m not ready for the underground yet!”
Born in Riccarton, Kimarnock on the 7th of Sept 1924,
Dr Buchanan has lived on Arran almost all of his life.
Robert’s parents were missionaries in Peru and
returned to Scotland when his mother became
pregnant.
Robert’s father drove over to Arran on a motorbike
with his wife and precious son in a side-car when
Robert was just 10 days old. No such thing as Health
& Safety in those days!!
Robert attended Lamlash Primary school, a prep
school in Pitlochry and was a pupil at George
Watson’s in Edinburgh for a year before war broke
out. During the war he attended Dougarie Lodge;
Robert recalls some parents wouldn’t come and visit
their children on Arran for fear of being torpedoed
during the ferry crossing.
Robert’s schooling continued at Dollar Academy
before heading to Glasgow University to study
medicine. After stints in Falkirk Infirmary and Irvine
Central and having completed his National Service he
returned to Arran to join his father in General Practice
and in the Arran War Memorial Hospital where he also
administered anaesthetics and provided maternity
care.
Dr Robert married Elsie in 1949 has 4 daughters,
Linda, Dorothy, Anne & Jane, 7 grandchildren and 6
great grandchildren.
17

Robert has been an active church member throughout
his life and was ordained as an elder 56 years ago. He
was Sunday School Superintendent and remembers 4
classes in the hall with 38 children regularly
attending. The biggest change Robert has seen in the
church is that the young folks don’t come anymore.
When asked what might be done to encourage
parents and their children to come he suggested
“come and join us and see what it’s like.... and if you
like it, keep coming back!”
Robert’s favourite tune is Highland Cathedral and the
hymn he has chosen is “Will your anchor hold in the
storms of life”
The best bit about Robert’s 90th Birthday was having
all of his family around him.

Best Wishes!
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A message from Mary’s Meals:
Hope in an envelope
“As thoughts turn to Christmas and
presents, why not consider giving family
and friends a Mary’s Meals gift card?

In return for a donation, we’ll provide you
with a card to give to your loved one,
telling them about the gift you’ve made in
their name.
We suggest a minimum donation of £12.20
(plus postage) for each gift card
- the cost of feeding a hungry child for a whole year.”

This, of course, also provides education for
the child. If you wish to order a card or cards,
you can ‘phone 0800 698 1212, e mail
info@marysmeals.org or place an order with
myself or Alison Page.
A huge “thank you” to all who gave to the
Ebola crisis through the church retiring collection.

Maureen Oakes
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The Organ Speaks
I do thank Alison for the kind invitation to speak to those
who form my congregation on Sundays.
I was born (or built you might say) in 1934 by Norman &
Beard – a couple well known in organ building – and I have
many (probably hundreds) of siblings all over the country.
I was built inside the church – as all the best organs are – so
that the fabric of the church and all its furnishings
(including congregations) are part of the sounds I make.
In contrast, “modern” electric contraptions are factory built
and are not so responsive to the fabric of the building in
which they try to imitate the sounds that I make (they
won’t last for 80 years!)
I am made largely of wood and metal moving parts all
shapes and sizes – all these are motivated by air pressure
and vacuum provided by my heart motor called “the
Blower” (that’s the big box that sits on the floor beside the
organ consul and makes a humming noise).
I have hundreds of mouths in pipes ranging in size from quite
tiny to the big 16ft ones you can see in both my “lofts”. The
bigger the pipe, the lower the note. One of my colleagues
(in Glasgow Cathedral) has a “Tuba” 32 ft long and makes a
very big deep note – in a very big building.
So you see I breathe very heavily when I make a BIG Sound!
Of course, I can’t do much without an organist, but neither
can he or she do much without me. All they do is press the
right keys in the right order, whereas I have to make all that
exciting sound myself.
Although I am now 80 years of age, I will be able to speak
for another 80 years and more provided I am properly
looked after. We organs are like you people, don’t like it too
hot or too cold, nor too wet or too dry.
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Twenty years ago I had a very nasty illness – a big storm and
very high tide flooded the place where my blower used to be
– in the little outbuilding on the west side of the church.
Breathing in all that sea water caused all my pipes and
moving wooden parts to distort. It took me years to get over
that illness –organic pneumonia – nasty!
I have a very good organ doctor, Paul Miller, I like to see
him every six months – he has a good bedside manner – and
keeps all my innards in order. He keeps a bucket of water in
each of my big cabinets with automatic electric heaters so
that humidity and temperature keep me comfortable.
Unfortunately, such a comfortable environment is attractive
to bugs, flies and creepy crawlies (they can be quite itchy).
A few years ago a beetle crawled into the mechanism and
got squashed! It’s body stuck in the works and prevented me
from speaking. On another occasion, I had an attack of
woodworm which caused a loss of wind pressure so a piano
had to take over – quite nicely, but not really the same
(although I do say so myself!). I think these problems were
reported in this magazine at the time.
I do look forward to seeing (and hearing) you all on Sundays.
Remember, it’s I who speaks to you (not the organist) so
come along! Oh..... and sing up!!

Thanks to Sandy McDougall – Ed
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Margaret Fowler

My background of Methodist, Baptist
and Congregational (URC) connections
and also a strong affiliation to the
Christian Endeavour movement – not to
mention my C of E primary schooling –
make it hard to choose a favourite
hymn.
Different hymns suit varying occasions but one that stands
out in my mind is Horatius Bonar’s hymn ‘Fill Thou my
life O Lord my God in every part with praise’. I have
sung this at memorable times and in different places. The
words are a bright, yet powerful prayer which have been
altered slightly in the CH4 version where ‘me’ and ‘my’ are
replaced by ‘our’ and ‘we’ but I feel whilst this is probably
more inclusive it takes away from the personal aspect of the
prayer. Still, it’s good we have retained it in the new book.
The tune Lloyd from the back of the ‘old’ Methodist Hymn
Book no.29 is the one I would choose to sing though
Richmond is a good alternative tune.
1. Fill Thou my life, O Lord my God,
In every part with praise,
That my whole being may proclaim
Thy being and Thy ways.

4. Fill every part of me with praise;
Let
all
my
being
speak
Of Thee and of Thy love, O Lord,
Poor though I be and weak.

2. Not for the lip of praise alone,
Nor e’en the praising heart,
I ask, but for a life made up
Of praise in every part:

5. So shalt Thou, Lord, from me, e’en
me
Receive the glory due;
And so shall I begin on earth
The song for ever new.

3. Praise in the common things of life,
Its
goings
out
and
in;
Praise in each duty and each deed,
However small and mean.

6. So shall no part of day or night
From
sacredness
be
free;
But all my life, in every step,
Be fellowship with Thee.

An Organist’s Revenge
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Sandy McDougall

Some seventy odd years ago I was
fortunate to be taught organ playing by
Duncan M McKay who was organist at
Adelaide Place Baptist Church in
Glasgow.
“The Deal” was.... I would sing in his
choir and he would tutor me on his organ. The church organ
was a beautiful 3 manual well voiced instrument, so I
certainly felt I had the better side of the deal.
Baptists are renowned for the vigour and enthusiasm of their
hymns and their singing. (Lamlash folks are pretty good also
in that regard!)
Duncan’s favourite hymn was sung to the tune “Day of Rest”
by James William Elliot, a most rousing and exciting song
which apparently belies the name and invites organ (and
organist) high jinks to the words “O Jesus I have promised to
serve thee to the end”.
CH IV prints the words at 644 but not that tune. Fortunately
I photocopied “Day of Rest” from the Baptist Hymnbook and
have kept it sellotaped to my Hymnary.
I have managed to squeeze that hymn into the Order of
Service only once in the last dozen years, so I would ask any
of our several clergymen to pay heed to a poor old organists
prayer and include Hymn 644 while I can still play it!!
(You will deserve a day of rest after you have sung it!)

Sandy McDougall
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Douglas Hamilton

It is quite difficult for me to pick out "my
favourite hymn", because, in over forty years as
a church organist, as well as playing for Bible
classes, Youth Fellowship and Boys' Brigade
before that, I have got to know, and love many
hymns. And, over that time, I started on the
Revised Church Hymnary, moved on to the
Third Edition in the 1970s, and we now have
CH4.
Sad to say, many hymns which I have lived with and loved, have now
disappeared from our Hymnbook, and will not be heard again unless
we can create a supplement for our use. However, there are some of
my favourite hymns which have survived into CH4 - though not
always set to the correct tune!
As an organist, it will come as no surprise that it is often the tune
that attracts me to a particular hymn, and that is certainly true of
the hymn which I have chosen.

Hymn 540, "I heard the voice of Jesus say" has long been one
of my favourite hymns. I would not want it set to "The Rowan Tree"
as in CH4, which, I think turns a fine hymn into a dirge. I also feel
that folk tunes can be rather anonymous, or relate specifically to
their original words, so may not especially suit the words of the
hymn, even though the metre fits. Rather, I would go back to Hymn
410 in the Revised Church Hymnary, or indeed to Mission Praise,
where it is set to the fine tune Vox Dilecti, one of the many fine
hymn tunes composed by the English cleric, John Bacchus Dykes. I
would imagine that many people will have a favourite hymn set to
music by John Bacchus Dykes. Gerontius (Praise to the holiest in the
Height), Dominus regit me (The King of Love my shepherd is) and
Nicea (Holy, holy, holy) being, perhaps, three of his most popular
tunes.
The words of "I heard the voice of Jesus say" are by Horatius Bonar, a
nineteenth century Scottish minister, who wrote a number of hymns,
including the communion hymn "Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to
face".
Each of the three verses of "I heard the voice of Jesus say" begins
with that line, followed by what is being offered by Jesus - Rest in
Verse 1, Living water in Verse 2, and Light in Verse 3.
The second half of each verse reflects what we find by taking up
Jesus' offer, and the fulfilment of accepting what is on offer,
culminating in the final verse with "And in that light of life I'll walk,
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till travelling days are done".
Bacchus Dykes sets these words most imaginatively. The words "I
heard the voice of Jesus say" are sung in unison, before what Jesus Is
offering is in harmony. Because Jesus is making an offer, or an
invitation, the first half of the verse is in the minor key, less
positive, less insistent - we are being invited, not commanded.
When, in the second half of each verse, we respond to the invitation,
and in each case find something positive and rewarding, the music
shifts into the major key, reflecting the positive result of our
acceptance of what Jesus has offered. This imaginative use of
unison, then harmony, minor then major, and a very fine tune
arriving at a fine climax in the last line, makes this, for me, one of
the great hymns in our British Christian heritage.
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Christmas
Funnies

Carol

While Shepherds Watched

While shepherds watched
Their flocks by night
All seated on the ground
The angel of the Lord came down
And glory shone around

The Union of Shepherds has complained
that it breaches health and safety
regulations to insist that shepherds watch
their flocks without appropriate seating
arrangements being provided, therefore
benches, stools and orthopaedic chairs
must be made available. Shepherds have also requested
that, due to the inclement weather conditions at this time
of year, they should watch their flocks via CCTV cameras
from centrally heated observation huts.
Please note, the angel of the lord is reminded that before
shining his/her glory all around she/he must ascertain
that all shepherds have been issued with glasses capable
of filtering out the harmful effects of UVA, UVB and Glory.
Little Donkey

Little donkey, little donkey on the dusty road
Got to keep on plodding onwards with your precious load

The RSPCA have strict guidelines with regard to how heavy
a load that a donkey of small stature is permitted to carry,
also included in the guidelines is guidance regarding how
often to feed the donkey and how many rest breaks are
required over a four hour plodding period. Please note that
due to the increased risk of pollution from the dusty road,
Mary and Joseph are required to wear face masks to
prevent inhalation of any airborne particles. The donkey
has expressed his discomfort at being labelled 'little' and
would prefer just to be simply referred to as Mr. Donkey.
To comment upon his height or lack thereof may be
considered an infringement of his equine rights
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Cool
Club

Club

and

Sunday

The Cool Club

continues to meet in
the church hall from 4pm until 5pm on Fridays during
term–time. We have twelve members at present, many
of whom are younger and we welcome them. Anyone
who wishes to come along to see what we do, or to perhaps
offer ideas, is invited to come along any Friday. Parents are
also invited to see what we do and to have a general chat.
This is something that we consider very important.
We will hold our Coffee Morning on 21st February, in aid of
the work of Mary’s Meals among children affected by the
dreadful Ebola outbreak. Your help, and the help of our Cool
Club members, will be very much appreciated.
We are very fortunate to have the help of Anda, a young lady
from Romania. The children adore her and we hope she can
be with us for some time.
We continue, through World Vision, to support Bakul Peter
and his village in Bangladesh, and we thank those who
support us in this. Bakul Peter will be 10 years old on 31st
December.
Again, we invite anyone with particular skills or areas of
expertise which might interest our young people to speak to
one of the leaders.

The Sunday Club

continues to meet in the church at
11.30am before transferring into the hall for stories,
colouring and crafts. Parents are of course welcome to be in
Church, but you are able to leave the young people with the
leaders- as long as you come back to collect them at 12.30
p.m.! ☺
“Come and join the Celebration, it’s a very special day”
Bring your child along to Sunday Club, we’d love to see
them... and you!
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Crossword

Crossword Clues Across

1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus
25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a
tree during a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14–15)
(7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in
the 15th and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in
Brussels, Nurse Edith — (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and
unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers
9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his wellknown hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
28

Crossword Clues Down

1 ‘ — and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but
the righteous
are as — as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who
married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of
his family and
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19–20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living — , holy and pleasing to
God’
(Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish
ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he
will — his people
from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)
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Foodbank
Whilst in M&S Food Hall,
Edinburgh recently, I picked up
a glossy brochure with all the
delicious
Christmas
food
available to pre-order for a
‘hassle free’ Christmas Day
lunch. Mmmm, how fortunate
am I to be able to afford to even think about buying such
luxuries? It also made me think of those having to use
Foodbanks... here’s the latest up-date from Angus Adamson.
“Thanks to the generosity of Arran Deliveries the very large
donation of food collected at Harvest Thanksgiving from
Lamlash, Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, Pirnmill and Shiskine
Churches, went to the Arran Churches Together Foodbank.
This has been dispatched to support the work of Ardeer
Stevenston Faith & Community Together initiative, which
does wonderful work helping those in greatest need in one of
North Ayrshire's worst area of urban deprivation.
The ACT Foodbank continues also to look
after the needs of some local island
families. Helen Nelson of Brodick has
recently taken over as local co-ordinator.
Requests for help can be made by
contacting her on Tel: 302375, or to
Angus Adamson at Brodick Manse on
Tel: 302334.”
This shopping list provides some ideas of
the non-perishable foods most needed.
Donations may be placed in the basket
under the table at the door of the church.
Thank you to those who continue to
donate regularly to the Foodbank.
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Editor’s Note
Christmas is fast approaching, when many of us will be
fortunate enough to spend time with our family and friends. I
have such fond childhood memories of singing Christmas
Carols round the piano at our family gatherings. This edition
of our Newsletter focuses on very special people in our church
and community who give readily of their time and talents.
I’ve really enjoyed meeting with you!
Lamlash is so lucky to have three first rate organists to play
our church organ each week. Dear visiting preachers, please
take note of their favourite hymns; Margaret, Sandy and
Douglas only get to play the hymns you select on a Sunday
morning!
As always, my thanks to all contributors with special
mentions to Jack Paterson and Ravey Bulloch for their
contributions, support and encouragement.
Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and good health to enjoy
2015!

Alison
Email:alykay62@gmail.com
Articles for the Spring Newsletter should be with the Editor by
15th of Feb.
Crossword

Solution
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The Unending Christmas Story…
By Angela Yardy of Angela’s Poems

We’ve
often heard
the story of
Jesus and His birth.
We use the phrase quite
freely: “The Saviour of the earth!”
But do you know the meaning? And do you
know it’s true?
And do you know the birth
of Jesus happened just for you?
And do you know He loves you,
and that is why he came? If there were
only you on earth, He still would do the same!
For yes, He
thinks you’re worth it!
And yes, His love is real. And yes,
today, He knows exactly what it is you feel.
So don’t just hear a story: He wants you to be part
Of this year’s special chapter when you let Him in your heart.
Just
open
up
and
listen
to what God has to say.
Then be a part of the
unending story,
from today
SCO15072
CCL285594
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Nativity Cube Craft
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