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Lamlash Church Contact List                           
 (    
 
The Minister  Rev. Lily McKinnon   600047 

      * lily.mckinnon@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Session Clerk   Ian Watt    600382  
Safeguarding Co-ordinator 
 
Treasurer    Robert Marr    600058 
Music Matters Secretary 
 
Gift Aid Convenor  Lindsey Marr   600058 
 
Pastoral  
Committee Convenor Vivienne Haigh         600092 
 
Fabric/Property 
Committee Convenor John Houston    600245 
 
Church Flowers         Mary Mackenzie  700220 
 
The Guild      Vivienne Haigh         600092 
 
World Mission   Monica Tweeddale    600663 
 
Faith Development Group The Minister   600047 
Music Matters   
 
Arran Churches Together  Betty Dick   600510   
Sunday Fun Club  Ian Watt    600382 
     Alison Page   600963 
 
‘Life & Work’ Convenor Joyce Walker   600364 
 
Coffee Morning Convenor  Maureen Oakes  600279  
 
Newsletter Editor  Alison Page   600963           

      * alykay62@gmail.com 
 
Church Webmaster  Cams Campbell via e mail 
        * cams.campbell@gmail.com 
 
       



 4 

 
 

  

  



 5 

 

 
 
A Word from the Manse 
Love came down at Christmas 
 
Dear Friends 
 
How bright and joyful the Christmas trees and 
all the decorations look when Lamlash gets 
ready to celebrate Christmas! I love the bright red, yellow and green 
of the Poinsettia plant seen in flower shops and supermarkets at this 
time of year. 
 
Dr. Joel Poinsett, who was the first ambassador to Mexico, brought 
the bright red star-shaped flower to the United States and, in his 
honour, it was named Poinsettia. It is also known as 'Flower of the 
Holy Night'. 
 
The story behind its significance at Christmas is as follows. 
There was once a brother and sister called Pablo and Maria who 
were very poor. They lived in a small village and they had barely 
enough to eat. As Christmas approached everyone in the village was 
joining in the parades and parties. The joy of the season was very 
exciting. A large manger scene was set up in the village church and 
all the children were eager to go to Baby Jesus and give him the best 
present they could. Maria and Pablo also wanted to give great 
presents to the Holy Child. While all the children were discussing 
what they would buy as their gift for Jesus, Maria and Pablo knew 
that 
they had no money to buy any presents and had nothing that they 
could give to the Holy Child. 
 
Yet, they wanted so much to see the Baby just once and give 
something to Him. On Christmas Eve, Maria and Pablo set out for 
church a little earlier than the others. Since they had nothing to give 
to the child, they picked some weeds from the roadside to make a 
soft 
bed for Baby Jesus and to decorate the foot of His crib. While they 
were still decorating the manger, other children began to arrive. 
Children can be be very cruel when it comes to teasing and making 
fun of others. Maria and Pablo were almost in tears for shame and 
helplessness but then something wonderful happened.  
Suddenly, the weeds burst into bright red petals that looked like 
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stars and were so beautiful that everyone was in awe.  
People were so amazed and said that, no matter how humble,  
a gift of love is dearer to Jesus than the most expensive presents 
money could buy. 
 
From that day on, the bright red flowers were known as the Flores de 
Noche Buena, or Flowers of the Holy Night, and since then they have 
bloomed each year during the Christmas season. 
 
It’s just a story, but whatever you give this Christmas, give love. 
 

There is another story - a life-changing true story. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 

have seen His glory, the glory of the Father’s only Son’ 
John 1 v 14 

 
May the miracle of loving, and of being loved, give you joy to share. 

With love and prayers for each one of you, Lily 
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The photo shows some of the Kirk Session with Dr Robert Buchanan Senior Elder seated, 
the Rev Lily McKinnon, Mrs Morag Campbell, Mr Laurie Campbell and Mr Ian Watt 
Session Clerk.  
 
 
The Kirk Session at Lamlash Church of Scotland on the Isle of Arran 
paid tribute to the work of Mr Laurie Campbell who is taking a back 
seat after 47 years of faithful service as an Elder. 
Laurie was ordained in Newlands South Church in Glasgow in 1969 
and joined the Session in Lamlash Church in 1994, where he has been 
greatly appreciated by all those he visits regularly and by his fellow 
Elders for his weekly assistance on the Finance Committee, his 
contribution to Session meetings, his commitment to the work of the 
church and his meticulous arrangements for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Communion. Throughout his years of service, Laurie 
has been supported ably by his wife Morag who also assists in the 
Communion preparations.  
One benefit of his retirement will be that Laurie will now have the 
luxury of not being last out of church on Sundays!  With grateful 
thanks and prayers for a long and happy retirement from all the 
Lamlash church family. 
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Our Church Family 
 

Baptisms 
Charlie Michael Harris 

 
 
Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they 
are old they will not turn from it.       Proverbs 22 v 6 
 
   
 
Deaths 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends 
of 

 
 

John Wilson 
Veronica Sillars Walker 

 
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain…”       Revelation 21 v 4 
 

 
 

TRUST HOUSING, McKELVIE ROAD 
 
There is a short service of worship held at 3pm in the lounge of Trust 
Housing on the 2nd Sunday of each month. 
 
Please join with the folks who reside there for this very relaxed 
sharing of the word of God. 
 

Lamlash Church 
at the heart of the community 
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with the community at its heart 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
God of power and mercy, 
You call us once again to celebrate the coming of Your Son. 
Remove those things which hinder love of You, 
that, when He comes, He may find us waiting in awe and wonder for 
Him: 
Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and for ever.     AMEN 
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Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins. 
 
 
A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
And all flesh shall see it together, 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
          

(Isaiah 40, v. 1 to 5). 
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FOCUS GROUP 
 
The Focus Group continue to look at how we fulfil our calling to be 
Lamlash Church - at the heart of the community, with the 
community at its heart. We came up with 3 proposals that we are 
looking into – establishing an office, creating a community garden 
and developing the sanctuary - all to ensure a vibrant church now 
and for the future. 
 
Development in the Church of Scotland is a slow business, and that is 
a good thing. It saves us from rushing in 
without proper consideration 
to costs and effectiveness of proposals. 
Everything needs careful, 
prayerful consideration. 
 
 
The office plans are moving along and the 
next step will be to look at 
getting a telephone line in to both church and hall. This could be a 
vital lifeline in the church as well as enabling Broadband and wifi, 
which in turn will allow us greater use of screened presentations to 
enhance our worship. Sometimes a picture can really say more than 
a thousand words. 
 
 
The garden around the church could be a focal point for the 
community, a lovely place to meet, to sit, to enjoy and it would 
include a sensory garden which many in the community would find 
beneficial. Those living with Dementia and those with mental health 
issues could find stimulation, increased interaction and the familiar 
smell, touch, sight, sound of a garden can 
bring back long forgotten memories to 
share. Music Matters has already been 
awarded a grant of £1000 towards this.  
 
 

 
 



 12 

Developing the sanctuary to make it fit for purpose in todayʼs world 
is 
a longer term project. Being the hub of community life while 
maintaining our beautiful building takes time and sensitivity. If we 
are 
to ensure the viability of the church for generations to come, we 
need 
to be thinking NOW of how to create a sustainable future. 
 
Change does not come easily but we are called to be living stones. 
All living things grow and develop. When the church ceases to grow 
and develop to meet current needs, we cease to be those living 
stones. Nobody wants to be part of something dead or dying. The 
church is called to be a living witness to the life-changing love of 
God. 
We have choices to make and we want to be sure we make the right 
choices, led by the Spirit. 
 
The next step is a meeting with CARTA - the Church of Scotland 
committee on art and architecture. They are the guardians of all 
church buildings and they ensure development is done properly and 
for good reasons. 
 
The Focus Group continue to meet and have set up 3 subsidiary 
groups to explore the 3 areas of development. 
 
Watch this space! 
 
Continue your prayers for those who have put their hand to the 
plough that we might plough straight furrows that will in Godʼs time 
bear fruit in abundance. 

Lily 
      ~~~~  
J Grateful thanks to Morag Campbell for sharing the following. It was found 
on the back of a picture she dismembered  - Ed 
 
So far today, Lord, I have done all right. 
I haven’t gossiped; I haven’t lost my temper; I haven’t been 
greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish or over indulgent. 
 
I am very thankful for that, but in a few moments, Lord, I’m going 
to get out of bed and from then on I’m going to need all the help I 
can get.                                        
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT GROUP  
 

 
 
We meet on alternate Tuesdays to the Guild at 2pm at 68 Murray Crescent.  
We are currently exploring recent sermons and will be moving on to Advent 
studies. 
 
This is a very informal group led by the minister with input from anyone 
who has something to say. We finish with a time of prayer together - 
again informal with absolutely no pressure to pray aloud.  
It would be great to see more people joining us to learn 
more of Godʼs word and offer prayer for others as well as 
ourselves. If you need a lift please contact  
Lily on 600047. 
 
       
Women in Black – Lest we forget     
 
On the last Saturday of every month between 1 and 2pm a few “Women in 
Black” hold a silent vigil opposite The Douglas Hotel at the beginning of the 
Arran Coastal Way. 
 
They meet with a worldwide network of women committed to peace with justice 
in our world. They meet in silence to remember ALL the forgotten victims of 
war, civilians and soldiers killed in war situations not of their making. They meet 
to demonstrate against war and hate, to state that violence breeds violence and 
that peace with justice for everyone is the way. 
 
Women in Black was started by Israeli and Palestinian women protesting against 
the actions of the Israeli Army. 
 
Vigils are held around the world, including Edinburgh, Inverness and now Arran. 
 
Women of any or no political or religious view and who can relate to these 
aspirations are warmly invited, to gather on the last Saturday of each month. 
Please wear black and if desired bring a placard to state your conviction.  
The support of your men is also welcome.     
 
 
        Jennifer Webster 
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November 2016 

Treasurer's Report 

It seems no time at all since I did my last Finance Report for the Newsletter. 

We are experiencing challenging times at present, where cost of services 
continue to rise but income declines. Income for the same period last year 
was substantially greater than it is for this year. We have been working 
hard to get the best possible deals where we can for the services provided. 
The Church Hall continues to be used on a regular basis, and continues to be 
an important outreach resource to the community. It also provides additional 
funds towards the upkeep of the building through donations from letting the 
hall. 

 
I would like to ask you to consider, if possible in what ways you can help 
support your church at this time, whether this is by filling in a Gift Aid form if 
you are an income taxpayer, or simply increasing the amount you give in 
support of the church if you have not increased the amount given for some 
time. 

 

INCOME F.W.O. & PLATE COFFEE 
MORNING 

HALL INCOME & 
DONATIONS 

TOTAL 

JULY £2858.79 £1029.06 £285.00 £4172.85 
AUGUST £2256.60 £687.70 

 
E2944.30 

SEPTEMBER £2750.30 £460.91 £110.00 £3321.21 
OCTOBER £1936.86 £179.28 £120.00 £2236.14 
INCOME FROM KILMORY CHURCH (SHARED EXPENSES) £4267.39 

   
TOTAL INCOME £16941.89 

EXPENSES JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 
 £3556.53 £4547.21 £3662.72 £14701.75 £26468.21 

     
   

SHORTFALL £9526.32  

 

As you can see the income was well short of the expenses for the period. Part 
of this is due to the new central heating in the manse, paid in October. 
However, if we compare income and expenditure for July, August and 
September, we can see the extent of the monthly shortfall. 

The bank balance at 31st October 2016 is £49,842.91 but there are still a few 
bills to be paid for work agreed but still to be done. 

Robert K Marr Treasurer 
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Congratulations to those celebrating special  

Wedding Anniversaries in 2016 

 
 

 
 

Sandy and Marjorie McDougall 
were married in 

Mosspark Parish Church, Glasgow 
on the 10th of July 1956. 
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Mick and Isla Cannon 
are both from  

Lamlash village and   
married in our church 

on the  
2nd of November 1956. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Aileen and Duncan Graham were married  
in Thread Street Church, Paisley 

on the 21st of October 1966 
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Mary Chambers came 
to live on Arran 22 years 
ago with her husband 
Eddie. They had decided to 
retire to Pittenweem, but 
following a weekend trip 
over, they well and truly 
caught the Arran bug and 
decided to move here. 
 
Always church-goers Mary 
says they joined the 
congregation in Lamlash 
Church because “everyone 
made them feel so 
welcome and there was 
such a friendly atmosphere”.  

 
Married to Eddie for 60 years with two daughters Evelyn and Fiona, 
Mary has 4 wonderful grandchildren Samuel, Emily, Claudia and 
Adam. 
 
 

  
 
Always with a cheery smile, our darling Mary 
recently celebrated her 90th Birthday - can you 
believe it? 
She enjoyed a lovely lunch with family and 
friends in the Brodick Bar. 
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Happy 90th birthday Joan!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a pleasure to meet with Joan Pellowe and hear all about her 
very special birthday on the 5th of November. I was fascinated to 
hear that Joan was born in Lamlash, she was christened in our church 
and married Charles here in 1946. Joan’s daughter Linda was also 
christened and married in Lamlash Parish Church and great-grandson 
Cameron was christened here 19 years ago – how wonderful!  
 
Joan has 2 grandchildren, David and Caroline and 4 great-
grandchildren, Cameron, Melissa, Luke and Pheobe who live many 
miles away in Kent and Taunton. She was delighted that they all 
managed to travel to Arran for a lovely family gathering to celebrate 
her 90th birthday and enjoyed a super meal in the Lamlash Bay Hotel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles was in the Navy and they met when the Fleet 
came into Lamlash Bay, waiting for the convoys to go 
out. This photo of Joan was carried all around the world 
by her dear fiancé. Joan and Charles were happily 
married for 55 years. 
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BLYTHSWOOD CARE 
We thank everyone for their 
generous donations of shoe 
boxes, the ‘loose’ items to make 
up boxes and also for the £80 
towards transport costs.  
30 boxes in all were sent from 
Lamlash Church.  
 
In total 207 boxes were sent 
from all Arran Churches plus 
£732 in donations.  
 
Mary Mackenzie & Joyce Walker 
 
     ~~~ 
 
 
COFFEE MORNINGS    
 
Many thanks once again to team leaders, helpers, bakers and stall-
holders for keeping our winter coffee mornings going.  They have 
been mostly well attended and financially successful. 
 
The men's team started us off in good form.  Judging by the banter in 
the kitchen and at the serving table, they thoroughly enjoyed it. 
 
We hope you all enjoy coming to meet up for a chat and a cuppa (not 
forgetting the cake!).  The winter coffee mornings are on the first 
Wednesday of each month between 10.15 and 12 noon.  January is 
the exception, because to allow you to recover from Christmas and 
New Year, it will be held on the second Wednesday  -  11th January. 
 
Bring your friends.  All are welcome. 
 

            Maureen Oakes 
 

Diary Dates: 
7 December 2016 
11 January 2017 
1 February 2017 
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World Mission  
 
The last WM newsletter focussed on the importance of building 
relationships with communities around the world, who may have very 
different ways of life from us, but also share many of the same 
problems, and are ‘our neighbours’ even though they live far away.  
For instance, all countries have the same problems in trying to help 
those with mental health and disability problems. Apparently only 
one church in Nepal has wheelchair access. 
 
Malawi is still struggling with lack of food due to the effects of 
climate change, with one farmer saying he could only produce one 
quarter of the usual yield of food this year. 
 
The island of Sumba in Indonesia has suffered from deforestation, 
which has resulted in climate change, but a tree planting 
programme, initiated by a church congregation, has resulted in 
higher rainfall and lower temperatures and also strengthened 
community links. Anything we can do, however small, to limit 
climate change helps. 
 
Please continue to collect your used stamps, leaving a small border 
of envelope. The 2016 Stamp Appeal is for the Othara Eco- 
spirituality Centre, which is run by the Church of South India. 
Hopefully there will be a lot of stamps during the Christmas period! 
 
Monica Tweeddale    Prayer 

 
Dear God,  
 
We thank you for the 

wonderful gift of memory, individual 
and collective. Of opportunity to 
learn from people and from 
information about lives lived and 
lives transformed. Help us to leave 
behind a footprint of faith as we 
journey through life so others might 
be inspired to change our world.  

 
        Amen 
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Church Flowers 
 

December 4th Mrs H Crawford 
December 11th Mrs M Fowler 
December 18th Mrs I Gibson 
December 25th Holly/Decorations 
January  1st Mrs S Noteman 
January 8th Mrs A Hutchieson 
January 15th Mrs V Haigh (Service of Christian Unity) 
January 22nd Mrs M McArthur 
January 29th Mrs H Crawford 
February 5th Ms L Lockhart 
February 12th Mrs I Cannon 
February 19th Mrs C Watson 
February 26th Mrs A Sloss 
 
If anyone would like to join the flower rota or help deliver 
the flowers following our Sunday Service, please contact  
Mary Mackenzie Tel: 700220 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 22 

	
	
	
	
	
 
Door Duty 
December 4th Mary Mackenzie & Peter MacKay 
December 11th Dorothy Boyle & Anne Ferguson 
December 18th David Oakes & Alison Page 

December 25th Joyce Walker & Robert Marr 

January  1st John Houston & Ken Barclay 
January 8th Mick Cannon & Vivienne Haigh 
January 15th Mary Mackenzie & Peter MacKay 
January 22nd Dorothy Boyle & Anne Ferguson 
January 29th David Oakes & Alison Page 
February 5th Joyce Walker & Robert Marr 
February 12th John Houston & Ken Barclay 
February 19th Mick Cannon & Vivienne Haigh 
February 26th Mary Mackenzie & Peter MacKay 
 
 
 
 
 
A little boy set off for Sunday School and Church one morning with 
two coins in his pocket, one for the church collection, and the other 
for the Sunday School.  
That night as his mother was folding up his clothes, one of the coins 
fell out of his trouser pocket. Convinced that her boy was on the 
road to a life of crime, his mother asked him to explain how the coin 
was still in his pocket. 
“Well Mum” he said “I met Grandpa outside the church and he paid 
me in”!!!!  
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'I would just like to say how lovely it is to listen to 
our fabulous bell ringers doing their practice. I 
open my windows to listen! Thank you all. It is an 
additional joy to living in beautiful Lamlash. It's 
great to hear the Sunday bells but a little weekday 
surprise is an additional treat.'       Helen How 
 
Bell Rota 
 

December 4th Maureen Pattison 
December 11th Iain Auld 
December 18th Alison Page 
December 24th Jean Strachan 
December 25th Dorothy Boyle 
January  1st Iain Auld 
January 8th Maureen Pattison 
January 15th Alison Page 
January 22nd Jean Strachan 
January 29th Dorothy Boyle 
February 5th Maureen Pattison 
February 12th Iain Auld 
February 19th Alison Page 
February 26th Jean Strachan 

 
credit to DLTK's Bible Poems for Kids 
Christmas Bells 
(To the tune of "Jingle Bells") 
Christmas bells, Christmas Bells, 
Ring them all the day. 
God the Father sent His son on that first Christmas Day. 
Oh, Christmas bells, Christmas bells, 
ring them all the day. 
God the Father sent His son on that first Christmas day. 
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SINGING GROUP   
 
There is nothing better than a good 
sing-song and our hardy core of 
singers are staying the course and 
learning new hymns to help us all 
praise God on Sundays. The singing at worship has most 
definitely improved  
and together we are making a joyful noise to the Lord. 
 
Please consider joining us in the church hall on Wednesdays 
5pm - 6pm for a fun-filled hour of praise and banter. Having 
a great singing voice is not a requirement! All you need is a 
willingness to praise God in new ways. 

Graeme 
 
 
    ~~~ 

 
Christmas carols as mis-heard by children 
 
 

Deck the Halls with Buddy Holly 
We three kings of porridge and tar 

On the first day of Christmas my tulip gave to me 
Later on we'll perspire, as we dream by the fire. 

He's makin a list, chicken and rice. 
Noel, Noel, Barney's the king of Israel. 

With the jelly toast proclaim 
Olive, the other reindeer 

Frosty the Snowman is a ferret elf, I say 
Sleep in heavenly peas 

You'll go down in listerine … 
Oh, what fun it is to ride with one horse, soap and hay 

O come, froggy faithful. 
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Guild News – Winter 2016 

 
 
The Guild Dedication service and our first meeting of the season were both 
led by the Rev.Lily and firmly addressed the current strategy where we are 
urged to “Be Bold, Be Strong” and during this, our second year, we are to 
“Go in Joy”. The worship at both of these two occasions was both 
encouraging and  meaningful and a big “thank you” to Lily who was suffering 
badly with her cold and chest infection at the time. We had a good turnout of 
Guild members and the affirmation of Guild vows as we all sat together was 
especially moving. 
 
Following a positive and cheerful committee meeting in September we were 
able to allocate two team leaders to each session with their being responsible 
for the management of the meeting but able to ask for help from other 
committee members when required. We hope to go out “joyfully” and with 
“strength and boldness”.  
 
Margaret (Fowler) sends the following report of the Guild Rally : 
The Annual Gathering of the Church of Scotland Guild was held in Dundee at 
the beginning of September and our members are looking forward to seeing & 
hearing of the event when we meet for lunch followed by a showing of the 
DVD at St Molios Church during Guild week later in November. Around 
2000 people attended the rally in the Caird Hall and many more were able to 
link to the internet on the day also. The theme for this year is “Go in Joy” and 
we are all charged to show this joy in our everyday lives. Sally Magnusson, 
BBC presenter, author & journalist was Guest Speaker and talked in particular 
of the problems her mother’s illness with Alzheimer’s & vascular dementia 
and the care needed entailed. 
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The Guild supports six projects over a three year period and each guild 
chooses one or two on which to focus. Lamlash chose The Ascension Trust 
which provides Street Pastors working in towns & cities late into the night, 
mainly at weekends, to be a help & support to young people leaving the pubs 
& night clubs. We have arranged for a Street Pastor to address one of our 
meetings in February when we will learn more of the work. The other project 
of our choice is “Feed the Minds” working on the huge problem of Female 
Genital Mutilation (F.G.M.) prevalent in many countries, including our own, 
among girls & young women. 
The total figure raised for these projects up to the end of July 2016 was over 
£241,000. Each of our two chosen projects have raised over £55,000 to date. 
A feature in November’s “Life & Work” gives an excellent report on the 
Rally & the projects. Many thanks to Margaret. 
 
Pat (Reid) made a fantastic effort throughout the summer with her Guild Quiz 
raising a wonderful £320 for Guild funds, the winner of the £10 voucher 
coming from Whiting Bay. Pat supplied the following answers just in case 
you’re still wondering. 
1) Motor Home 2) Rambling 3) Visa  4) All inclusive 5) Pony trekking 
6)Surfing 7) Golf course 8) Paragliding 9) Game reserve 10) Cruising 11) 
Mystery bus tour 12) Gardening 13) Canal barge 14) Bird watching 15) 
Theme park 16) Tour guides 17) Sun downer 18) Scuba diving 19) Souvenirs 
20) Sightseeing. 
Many thanks to Pat. 
 
We look forward to the coming Guild sessions and as always offer a warm 
welcome to any one who cares to join us. 
  
Dates for your diary: 
Wednesday 7 December: Guild Coffee Morning 
Tuesday 13 December:  Guild Christmas Party 
Tuesday 10 January 2017: Elaine Jennings at McKelvie Rd 
Tuesday 24 January 2017: Heather Gough at McKelvie Rd 
 
Vivienne Haigh 
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For a number of months this year, I have been largely housebound, 
due to a crushed vertebrae, which has, apart from everything else, 
prevented my attending Public Worship Sunday by Sunday. 
It has, in these circumstances, been a great comfort and blessing to 
discover Sanctuary First, which I installed as an app on my iPad. The 
discovery of this facility was made through reading an article about 
it in a recent Life and Work magazine.      
Sanctuary First provides fresh Daily Readings and Prayers, plus a wide 
range of interesting videos on all sorts of themes, and other 
information,- but, for me, what has been so special, in my restricted 
circumstances, has been the Live Worship (from St. Andrew’s Bo’ness 
Church) each Sunday. Perhaps not quite the same as been physically 
present with others in the community of faith Sunday by Sunday, but 
a truly helpful alternative, when it has been required. 
The app is available for iPad, iPhone and via Android phone, but the 
facility and information are all, however, also available via the St 
Andrew’s Bo’ness Church website using ,either the Church name or 
www.standonline.org.uk , per Windows, Google or whatever, where 
access via ‘Media’ or ‘Worship’ can give the live services or ‘worship 
replay’, as well as the Daily Prayers and Readings. 
There are other congregations steadily beginning to offer facilities 
like this, and, I believe a Directory of all such is in process of being 
prepared. A series of articles has been running in recent months in 
Life and Work, under the name of The Very Revd. Albert Bogle, who 
is a prime mover in this sort of development. Look out for the 
articles past and to come. It is all something to be commended, and 
worthy of consideration for wide use and development, for the joy of 
what is available and for the spiritual growth possible.    Jack 
Paterson  

 
Thanks Jack – we all missed you in church! Ed      http://www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk/home  
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MUSIC MATTERS  
is making a huge difference 
to people living with 

Dementia and to those who care for 
them. It has become so popular and the 
atmosphere buzzes with excitement! 
 
 
As well as singing old favourites 
together, we have a few soloists from the group delighting us time 
and again. We have also enjoyed a visit from Arco strings and their 
enthusiasm gave everyone a lift. Raveyʼs son, David, has played 
guitar and sang for us and we had the vibrant voice of Frances Coyle 
who is involved in Music in Hospitals. Frances had seen our leaflets 
when here on holiday and made a special trip from Glasgow to sing 
and involve us all in raising the roof.  
Samantha Payn will be joining us soon with percussion instruments 
and Dave Payn plans to entertain us in December. Our resident 
pianist, Graeme, and our very own Jean Bowden guarantee fun-filled 
musical delights every month. 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to all who bake goodies for us and to our 
wonderful volunteers who give their time unstintingly. We have 
another 9 volunteers ready to be trained as Dementia Friends by 
Alzheimer’s Scotland and these additional people will be a great help 
in enabling us to expand. 
 
We owe another BIG THANK YOU to Alison Page who helped us with 
recent applications for funding from NAC. We were successful in 
gaining two financial awards - one for help with transport (we 
couldnʼt fail to impress after Jean led the entire hall in a rousing, 
“Ye canny shuv yer granny aff the ‘bus” and Alison wrote a second 
verse, “Please help us get yer granny on the ‘bus”!!!  
We also received a financial award to help buy iPod shuffles which 
will enable people to enjoy the benefits of Music Matters in their own 
homes. 
 
Thank you everyone who supports us - with prayer and with their 
presence. Music really does matter and is making a tremendous 
difference.          

Lily 
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Arran Skinnymalinks  
Weighing in for Mary’s Meals 
 
Following the huge success of  
‘Roll away a Stone for Easter’ last year  
(total raised was £1434.93 + Gift Aid)  
 I have been approached to offer this 
‘service’ on the island again!  
 
There is a ‘Five week Festive Focus’ campaign running up until 
Christmas week with those participating paying a block fee of £12.20 
to participate. This will not only feed and educate a child for a 
whole school year, it also cuts down on the banking administration 
and encourages people to keep coming along!  
 
My plan is to run a 2017 campaign starting off in January. My early 
thoughts on this are that participants pay a block fee for 6 weeks but 
also bring a tin of food along to each weigh in which will be donated 
to ACT foodbank. There is a Facebook page for Arran Skinnymalinks, 
contact me if you wish to participate.   Alison 
 
 
Twa-Leggit Mice    by JK Annand  
 
My mither says that we hae mice 
That open air-ticht tins 
And eat her chocolate biscuits 
And cakes and siclike things. 
  
Nae doubt it is an awfu shame  
That mice should get the blame. 
It’s really me that rypes the tins 
When left alane at hame. 
  
But jings! I get fair hungert 
And biscuits taste sae nice. 
But dinna tell my mither for 
She thinks it is the mice. 
 
Can’t possibly be our wee furry friends who prefer the taste of the 
organ pedals in Kilmory Church ;-) 
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KNIT & NATTER 
 
Our Christmas Pudding project has been a 
recipe for success on all counts and mainly 
because we all enjoyed ourselves! This 
pattern was so much easier than the fiddly 4 
needle Mary’s Meals Blue Mugs and all our 
knitters, ranging from absolute beginners to 
vastly experienced, have successfully 
produced a magnificent bundle of knitted 
puddings to sell. Some with Ferrero Rocher 
chocs inside, others with lovely bath bombs 
kindly donated by Myra Frost and a few 
stuffed and sewn up for Christmas tree decorations. Thanks to 
everyone involved in any way for all your contributions over the 
past few weeks – it’s been an absolute pleasure. 
 
A great big thank you to Myra for making up our knitting packs from 
the wool so kindly donated by Margaret Daniels from North Shields 
and to our ‘K&N hostesses with the mostest’ – Mary Wilkinson, Rosie 
Francis and Margaret Auld.  
Special mentions to Nina Hamilton, Anne Ferguson, Beverley Millar 
and Dorothy Boyle who didn’t manage to join us for a natter but had 
sparks flying off their needles! They have knitted loads of puddings 
and have sold a good number through commissions from family and 
friends. Whilst quietly working away, we have already raised £240 - 
you stars!  
We are heading to a Mary’s Meals event in Central Hall, Edinburgh to 
hear an up-date on the feeding programmes by founder and chief 
executive Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow. We will also have a stall to 
raise more funds by selling these wee knitted puddings and some 
blue mugs. 
Brodick Library has kindly offered us space to sell any surplus puds 
we come back with. All proceeds will be donated to Mary’s Meals!  
 
A report on the total raised will be included in the Spring 

Newsletter… perhaps along with a 
wee Easter project. What do you 
think girls?  Are you game for a 
natter for a few weeks? New 
members are always welcome to join 
us!J      

           Alison 
 
A photo of our knit & natter gang at North Lodge: 
Mary, Myra, Jean, Rosie and Rona 
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THE FALLS OF CLYDE 
Not just a famous beauty spot near 
the historic mill village of New 
Lanark, but the name of a remarkable 
sailing vessel which has been very 
much in the news of late. And, of 
course, we have a rather splendid 
model of the self-same ship in a glass 
case mounted on the wall of Lamlash 
Parish Church. 
 
We tend to think of the latter half of the 19th century as being very 
much the age of steam, but there was still a niche in the market for 
sailing vessels, and this was identified by the Glasgow firm of Wright, 
Breakenridge & Co.  Operating under the name of the Falls Line, the 
company built no fewer than nine large four-masted iron-hulled 
barques between 1878 and 1886 for the long-distance bulk carrier 
trade.  They were all constructed at the Greenock shipyard of Russell 
& Co., and one of the designers was William Lithgow, founder of the 
shipbuilding dynasty. 
 
Falls of Clyde was the first, and her maiden voyage was to India, 
followed by twenty years of carrying cargoes of lumber, jute, cement 
and wheat from ports in Australia, California, India, New Zealand and 
the British Isles.  We have no contemporary accounts of life on 
board, but in his book ‘The Last Grain Race’, travel writer Eric 
Newby gives a graphic account of life on board a similar vessel.  In 
1938, the 18-year-old signed on as an apprentice on the four-masted 
steel sailing barque Moshulu – Clyde-built in 1904.  Apart from him, 
the officers and crew were all Scandinavian, and not friendly towards 
their new shipmate.  It was to be a trip to Australia, via the Cape of 
Good Hope, returning around Cape Horn. 
 
He joins the ship in Belfast, and after a rough passage through the 
Irish Sea, heads south.  The ship’s forecastle and bunks are overrun 
with bugs, so they rig up hammocks.  On the 34th day, Moshulu 
crosses the Equator and the new crew members undergo an initiation 
ceremony – their heads are covered in tar and red lead.  The ship 
reaches Port Lincoln in South Australia where it is loaded with corn, 
and the crew all go on a bender since they at last receive some pay.  
Leaving Australia, Newby’s new job, given to him by the First Mate, 
who dislikes him, is to muck out the pigsties of four large pigs – 
“dose brodders of yours”. 
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In the Southern Ocean, Newby at last experiences some real storms 
as the sea washes over the deck, and the crew deals with flapping 
wet canvas perched high in the rigging. There are twenty-eight sails, 
the heaviest weighing 1.5 tons. 
 
“At this height, 130ft up in a wind blowing 70 miles an hour, the 
noise was an unearthly scream.  The high whistle of the wind 
through the halliards sheaf, and above all the pale blue sky, cold 
and serene, made me deeply afraid.” 
 
Newby is paid off at the end of the voyage in Queen’s Dock, Glasgow.  
Captain Sjogren asks him if he is coming again, but Newby heads for 
the dock gates and never sees Moshulu again. 
 
No doubt Falls of Clyde experienced similar weather, but hopefully 
better living conditions for the crew.  In 1899 she was sold to the 
Matson Navigation Co. and taken to Honolulu, and from then until 
1907 made more than sixty voyages between Hilo, Hawaii and San 
Francisco, carrying general merchandise, sugar and passengers.  
Believe it or not, she was then converted into a bulk oil tanker by 
installing steel tanks, and supplied Hawaii for twenty years.  
Thereafter, she became a floating fuel depot in Alaska, until she was 
rescued and taken back to a permanent berth at Pier 7 in Honolulu in 
1963.   
 
She became the responsibility of the Bishop Museum, and was 
restored to a full-rigged ship with the support of Sir William Lithgow 
- grandson of the original designer – whose Port Glasgow shipyard 
donated new steel masts, and topgallants, jib and spanker booms of 
Oregon pine.  Falls of Clyde was declared a U.S. National Historic 
Landmark in 1989, but the Museum was unable to maintain her 
properly, and announced plans to sink her in 2008.  Ownership was 
transferred to the Friends of the Falls of Clyde, under its President, 
Bruce McEwan, but, despite the efforts of FFOC, in June 2016 the 
Hawaii Department of Transportation revoked the permit for her to 
moor at Pier 7.  FFOC - although it would obviously prefer her to 
remain in Hawaii - with the backing of Scottish actor Brian Cox, is 
now supporting a Scottish initiative to return the ship to the Clyde. 
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But what of our model in the 
Church?  The brass plaque tells us 
that it was built in 1919 by 
Captain McMillan of Cordon.  John 
McMillan was one of five children.  
Although his parents William 
McMillan and Janet Fullarton, 
were from Lamlash, he was born 
in Dunbar in 1860, and because of 
his father’s occupation of 
Coastguard, his siblings entered 
the world in Ardrossan, Ireland, 

and Lamlash.  In the 1881 Census, he is listed as a ‘House Joiner’, 
but must have gone to sea thereafter, as his marriage certificate to 
Mary-Ann Mathie (1899 – Lamlash) describes him as a ‘Mate on 
Steamers’.  As such, he is unlikely to have served on board Falls of 
Clyde, but spent leisure ashore making models of ships which he had 
seen and admired.  John McMillan is last recorded in Arran in 1925, 
when the Valuation Rolls report property in Cordon owned and 
occupied by Mary, Elizabeth & John McMillan.  Mary (‘deaf and dumb 
from birth’, according to the rather cruel Census entries which also 
offered alternatives of ‘Blind, Imbecile, Idiot or Lunatic’) and 
Elizabeth were his spinster sisters.  Nothing can be found of these 
McMillans after 1925, which suggests that they all moved outwith 
Scotland. 
 
Iain Auld (with thanks to Morag Campbell) 

~~~~ 
 

 
 
 
 
Over Christmas 
 
I asked a friend of mine what he would be doing over 
Christmas. He told me he reckoned he would be doing a lot of 
work on "aqua-thermal treatment of ceramics, aluminum, and 
steel under a constrained environment."   
 I was astonished – and baffled.    
 
In further conversation, I learned that he would be "washing 
dishes with hot water under his wife's supervision."   
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As we stock up our cupboards, fridges and 
freezers over the Festive Season, please 
consider adding a few extra items to your 
shopping basket to donate to the Arran 
Churches Together foodbank. There are 
people on Arran and in North Ayrshire who 
will greatly appreciate your help and 
generosity.  
 
In October, I watched the Ken Loach film  
‘I, Daniel Blake’ at the Glasgow Film 
Theatre. I won’t spoil the story-line; only to 
say the film footage of people queuing 
outside a foodbank reminded me of images 
in the 1940’s when food was rationed. We’re 
in 2016/17 ….and our men aren’t away 
fighting or returning from a world war.  
  
Some foodbank users are in employment but still can’t make ends 
meet due to low salary levels - so have to make the choice between 
heating or eating. There is undoubtedly flaws in the current benefit 
system where the bureaucracy and process is failing people in 
genuine need.  
 
I have worked since the age of 13, starting off with wee part-time 
jobs, brought up my family and have never claimed benefits; I have 
made a pot of soup to last a few days when money was tight until the 
pay cheque arrived. This is different and I am ashamed that I may 
have been just a bit too quick to perhaps judge others and the 
circumstances they find themselves in. 
 
‘I Daniel Blake’ is not an uplifting film but it certainly gave me some 
food for thought. DVD will be out on release during 2017 if it isn’t 
included on the Screen Machine Listing.    

Alison Page 
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Crossword  - NIV Bible 

 

 
Crossword Clues Across 
 
1  ‘The blind receive sight, the — walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4)  
3  Got (Philippians 3:12) (8)  
8  Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2) (4)  
9  Castigated for using dishonest scales (Hosea 12:7) (8)  
11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10) 
14 ‘Now the serpent was more — than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made’ 
(Genesis 3:1) (6) 
15 ‘Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot — God’ (Romans 8:8) (6) 
17 Because Israel lacked one of these, tools had to be sharpened by the Philistines (1 
Samuel 13:19) (10) 
20 In his vision of the two eagles and the vine, this is how Ezekiel described the latter 
(Ezekiel 17:8) (8) 
21 Rite (anag.) (4)  
22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8)  
23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “I don’t need you”’ (1 Corinthians 12:21) (4) 
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Crossword Clues Down 
 
1  ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and don’t stop anywhere in the plain!’ (Genesis 
19:17) (4,4) 
2  Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) (4,4)  
4  ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, “God have mercy on me, a sinner”’ (Luke 
18:13) (6)  
5  ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’ (2 Kings 19:31) (10)  
6  ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ (Obadiah 15) (4)  
7  Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4)  
10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) (10)  
12 Roman Catholic church which has special ceremonial rights (8)  
13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8)  
16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen described Moses as ‘powerful in speech and — 
’ (Acts 7:22) (6)  
18 ‘Although he did not remove the high places, — heart was fully committed to the Lord 
all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14) (4)  
19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4) 
 
 
Word Search 

 
 

Father               Century Needy  Poor  Money 
Christmas Greek  Sick  Family   
Nicholas Village  Suffering Three   
Born   Devout  Prison  Daughters  
Third   Wealthy Emperor Stockings 
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Sudoku - Medium 
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Credit	to	Mina	Munns	Flame	creative	kids	
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Solutions 

 

 
Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus 
 
The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw pictures of their favourite 
Bible story. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which showed four people on an 
airplane. She asked her which story it was meant to represent. "The Flight to 
Egypt," was her reply.  
 
Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: "That must be Mary, Joseph, and 
Baby Jesus. But who's the fourth person?"  
"Oh,” explained Kate happily, “that's Pontius - the pilot!" 
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Editor’s Note 
 
I can hardly believe this is my third Winter 
Newsletter as Editor, how time flies when you 
are enjoying yourself! 2017 must be the time 
to hand over the reins – anyone fancy picking 
them up? It’s a great job, such a pleasure to 
meet people and listen to their stories. 
 
I’d like to thank all the people who submitted articles and reports for 
inclusion this year, it’s very much a team effort as you are about to 
see. With upfront apologies to anyone I mistakenly miss off this very 
long list …and in no particular order…  
 
Rev Lily, Ian Watt, Jack Paterson, Vivienne Haigh, Monica 
Tweeddale, Maureen & David Oakes, John Houston, Dorothy Boyle, 
Mary Mackenzie, Iain Auld, Robert & Lindsey Marr, Graeme McKinnon, 
Maureen Pattison, Mary Chambers, Morag Campbell, Ravey Bulloch, 
Liz Rose, Margaret Shaw, Aileen Graham, John & Jennifer Webster ++   
 
Special acknowledgements to Sanctuary First, Parish Pump, Mina 
Munns, the Church of Scotland webpages, Margot Aked – Editor  
St David’s Memorial Park, and Google search engine! 
 
Also, huge heartfelt thanks to Carol and Bobbi at ACVS for printing 
our quarterly magazine, Cams Campbell for up-dating our web-pages 
and publishing our on-line version of this Newsletter; and last but by 
no means least… my darling hubby, John Page for putting up with all 
clutter in the house (with papers flying everywhere) as I compile 
final copy. 
 
Kirk Session meets as we go to print, so the copy deadline for our 
Spring edition will be announced through the church intimations and 
on-line via our church web-pages. Talking of which, take a look at 
the new links on the home page www.lamlashkilmorychurch.co.uk 
 
 
Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and the best of health to enjoy 
 a very happy 2017!  
 
        Alison  
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Dates for your Diary  
 
5 December  Arran Carol Concert   7pm at Lamlash Church 
   
 
18 December Carols at PHT   3pm 
 
24 December Christmas Eve Service 10:00pm at Lamlash 
   Christmas Eve Service  11:30pm at Kilmory 
 
25 December Christmas Morning Service 10:00am at Kilmory 
   Christmas Morning Service 11:30am at Lamlash  
 
 
 
 
 
Arran Churches Together 
 
 

Christingle: This will take place in the 
Free Church in Shiskine on Thursday  
1st December 2016 at 6:30pm for children 
and 7:00pm for the service.    
 

 
Carols at Brodick Co-op will take place on Saturday 17th 
December 2016 from 11:00am – 12 noon.  

 
Service of Christian Unity:  This is in Lamlash Church on 
Sunday 15th January 2017 at noon.  The Rev Lesley Edge, 
Chaplain to the Prince and Princess of Wales Hospice will 
preach.  
The offering will go to the Hospice. 
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CHRISTMASTIDE 

  
By Morag Campbell 

 
 
December again! We’re beginning to worry, 
Planning for Christmas. So, early we rise, 
So much to be done – make lists and then hurry 
To shops for the turkey, plum pudding, mince pies; 
A tree to be bought, nuts and barbecue Pringles 
And new discs of carols and Christmastide jingles. 
 
 
Cards to be written and posted and then 
Presents for children who’ve made their wants known; 
Cosmetics for ladies and hankies for men 
And Gran and Aunt Mary – we’ll get them cologne, 
Chocolates and savouries, port wine and sherry 
All to ensure that our Christmas is merry. 
 

Then, quiet as a baby’s breath 
The snow fell, soft as down, 
Enveloping the frantic Earth, 
Each field and tree and town. 

And Christmas Day dawns silent, white  -  
No anguish or discord 

The day we celebrate the birth 
Of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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