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Church Webmaster   Cams Campbell via e mail 
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A Word from the Manse 

“To Him who by means of His power working in us is 
able to do so much more than we can ever ask for, or 
even think of,  
to God be the glory!” 
        Ephesians 3 v 20 - 21 
Dear Friends 
As I write this, it is nearly Pentecost Sunday - that amazing day when 
God sent His promised Holy Spirit into the world in a special and 
exciting way.   
 
If you go back and read the Old Testament, you will discover that, long 
before Christianity, Pentecost was one of the Jewish feast days. They 
didn't call it Pentecost; that's the Greek name - literally 50 days.  The 
Jewish celebration at Pentecost celebrates God giving the Ten 
Commandments on Mount Sinai 50 days after the Exodus, and in 
Jewish tradition takes place 50 days after Passover.  Christians 
celebrate Pentecost 50 days after Easter. 
 
So, we have Pentecost marking the giving of the Law in the Old 
Testament and we have  Pentecost marking the coming of the Holy 
Spirit in the New Testament.  In Jeremiah 31 verses 31-35 God 
promises –  “...the time is coming when I will make a brand-new 
covenant with Israel.  
It won’t be a repeat of the covenant I made with their ancestors when I 
took their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that 
covenant even though I did my part.  The brand-new covenant that I 
will make with Israel when the time comes is this:    
I will put my law within them— write it on their hearts!—and be 
their God.” 
It is significant of our shared Jewish/Christian history that Pentecost is 
the fulfilment of two promises.  One promise is in the Old Testament – 
Joel 2 verse 28, which says "I will pour out my Spirit on all people" and 
the other promise is in the New Testament, where Jesus says He will 
send the Comforter, the Spirit of truth - John 16 verses 5-15. 
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The “Comforter” is “the One who makes strong” and the One who 
soothes troubled souls and brings God’s peace.   
What a day it was - that first Christian Pentecost!   
Sad, lonely, frightened disciples huddled together and 
then...WOOSH!!.. the Spirit comes upon them as God promised and 
they become strong, united people who go out with the Good News of 
God’s love and that same day over 3,000 people come to faith, are 
baptised and the church begins!!! 
 
Well, Pentecost is nearly here!  Although by the time you read this it 
will have passed.  I hope each one of us knows that celebration of God 
within us - that unbelievable strength and peace of His Holy Spirit in 
our hearts and lives.  I hope we, too, will be a strong and united people 
who will be able to share God’s love with those around us.   
 
This will sound a bit odd, but when I think of Pentecost I think of the 
Doris Day hit of 1953 or one of the hundreds of covers since.    
 
“Once I had a secret love, that lived within the heart of me. 
All too soon my secret love became impatient to be free. 
So I told a friendly star, the way that dreamers often do, 
Just how wonderful you are, and why I'm so in love with you. 
Now I shout it from the highest hills; even told the golden daffodils! 
At last my heart's an open door, and my secret love's no secret 
anymore.” 
Pentecost is like the best kept secret in the church!   Jesus promises 
to send the Spirit to give us the strength, the boldness, the peace we 
need so that, like the disciples of old, we can have hearts that are 
open and there is nothing secret about our love for God and His world.  
Letting the secret out may well involve us in new adventures with 
Christ.   
Be prepared!  Be ready!  The first Christian Pentecost turned the world 
upside down!  What will God do in Lamlash...if we let Him in, and let 
Him out!!! 
This season of Pentecost, may we all know the fresh inspiration of 
God’s Holy Spirit, leading us on to new things, to different choices.  
The secret is out!   “The power of God’s Spirit working in us can do SO 
MUCH MORE than we can ever ask or even imagine, for His glory!”   
Ephesians 3 v 20. WOW!!! 
With love and prayers, 
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Your privileged and excited minister,   Lily 

 
DIFFERENT BUT AVAILABLE 
 
Thank you, God, that we are all different. 
Different shapes. Different faces. 
Different personalities. Different gifts. 
You love variety – all types loved by You. 
Thank you, God, that You work through us all. 
Using us as Your hands 
Using us as Your feet. 
Using us as Your voice. 
Using us as Your ears. 
You call us to serve - as we are and as we can. 
“O, use me, Lord, use even me 
Just as you will, and when and where, 
Until at last your face I see, 
Your rest, your joy, your glory share.”  
AMEN 
 

by	Peter	Neilson,	Anstruther	
	
	
	

															1 CORINTHIANS 12: 4-6	
 
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes 
them.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  There 
are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is 
the same God at work. 
	
The prayer and reading have been taken from the Daily Worship section of 
Sanctuary First, a fantastic online worshipping web-page. Check it out, well worth 
a look!  Ed 
 
 
http://www.sanctuaryfirst.org.uk 
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Door Duty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June    5 John Houston   Ken Barclay 
  12 Mick Cannon   Vivienne Haigh 
  19 Mary Mackenzie                   Peter MacKay   
    26  Laurie Campbell                  Anne Ferguson 
 
 
July              3 David Oakes   Alison Page 
     10 Joyce Walker   Robert Marr 
     17  John Houston   Ken Barclay 
                    24    Mick Cannon   Vivienne Haigh 
    31  Mary Mackenzie                   Peter MacKay   
 
August           7    Laurie Campbell  Anne Ferguson 
             14    David Oakes   Alison Page 
                      21   Joyce Walker   Robert Marr 
                      28   John Houston   Ken Barclay 
                                                     
 

Church Family 
Deaths 
Please remember these families in your prayers: 

 
Anne Bennett 
Etta Calvert 

 
 
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over 
from death to life”        

John 5 v 24  (NIV) 
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Church Flowers 

 
 
  5 June  Mrs Helen MacGregor 
12 June Mrs Patricia Trewby 
19 June  Mrs Margaret Fowler 
26 June Mrs Fiona MacGilchrist 
 3  July Mrs Liz Sinclair 
10 July Mrs Johnann McHargh 
17 July Mrs Beth Gordon 
24 July Mrs Belle Cameron 
31 July Mrs Janette MacKay 
  7 August Mrs Shona Noteman 
14 August Mrs Alison Page 
21 August Mrs Joan Pellowe 
28 August Rev Lily McKinnon 
 
Thanks to all. If you would like to join the Flower Rota or could help 
deliver the flowers after the Sunday Service please contact me. 

 
Mary Mackenzie 

 
     ~~~ 
 
 
A minister once asked a man in his eighties who 
had moved into the district and joined the local 
church, if he participated in any sports. 
To the astonishment of the minister, he replied:  
“No, my parents won’t let me” 
“Your parents?” questioned the minister.  
“Yes” he replied, “Mother Nature and Father Time”  
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“For the Garden of Daily Living” 
 
Plant 3 rows of peas: 
 Peace of mind 
 Peace of heart 
 Peace of soul 
 
Plant 4 rows of squash: 
 Squash gossip 

Squash indifference 
Squash criticism 
Squash grumbling 
 

Plant 5 rows of lettuce: 
 Let us be faithful 
 Let us be kind 
 Let us be diligent 
 Let us be truthful 
 Let us really love one another 
 
Plant 6 rows of turnips: 
 Turn up to services 
 Turn up to meetings 
 Turn up to help one another 
 Turn up with a smile 
 Turn up with and for new ideas 
 Turn up with real determination to make 

    everything good and worthwhile  
 
To complete our garden, we need thyme: 
 Time for each other 
 Time for family 
 Time for friends 
 Time for yourself 
 
Water freely with patience and cultivate with love. 
There will be much fruit in our garden because you reap what you sow! 
 
 
 
Thanks to Aileen Graham and St Machar’s Ranfurly Church, Bridge of Weir - Ed 
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Guild News – Summer 2016   
 
The Guild has had a busy and mainly successful 2015/16 with 
our new strategy “BE BOLD, BE STRONG” and our focus to 
“GO IN PEACE”. Next season we will continue with the 
strategy but will hope to “GO IN JOY”. 
 
Tuesday 1 March was the appointed day to welcome our Guild Link friends 
from the Laigh Kirk, Kilmarnock. Unfortunately, the weather was poor but 
everyone made the effort to attend and we were almost fifty in number. The 
Hall was filled with laughter and fellowship for the whole day and it was 
good to see Pat Ferguson with the Kilmarnock ladies and Pat and our 
members enjoyed a happy reunion. A soup, sandwich and pudding lunch 
prepared and served by the Guild committee was much enjoyed and following 
the inevitable cup of tea we opened our afternoon’s fellowship with the song 
“Be Bold, Be Strong”. We had practised this several times but with the 
support and actions from the Laigh Kirk we made a valiant effort to raise the 
Hall roof! After Ravey’s reading of her article about The Clearances at our 
last meeting we persuaded her to read it again and it was much appreciated by 
both the Laigh and our own members. With prayers, hymns, a quiz “Which 
hymn does that come from?”, a fun game “Life with the Wright family” and 
the usual tea and biscuits our afternoon drew to a close. Most of our visitors 
found time to go into Church and Mary was there to help and inform them. In 
pouring rain we managed to transport all our guests to Brodick for the 4.40pm 
ferry and they boarded the ferry tired , but having enjoyed their day. 
 
The Guild Training day was held at Springburn, Glasgow and it was good to 
catch up with Helen Knight and Helen Kerr. Many Guilds are experiencing 
problems recruiting leaders and the formation of leadership teams seems to be 
the way to go. 
 
Our final meeting of the year was the AGM on Tuesday 15 March and we 
were pleased to have Rev. Lily with us to chair the meeting. The minutes and 
reports from the President, Treasurer and Project Secretary were read, the 
projects having already raised £49,952.10 in the first year. Sincere thanks go 
to all committee members and to retiring member Mary Johnson and welcome 
to Margaret Shaw and Jean Strachan as new committee members. Many 
thanks to Officer Bearers Morag Campbell, Vice Chair, Aileen Graham, 
Secretary, Margaret Fowler, Project Secretary and pianist and special thanks 
to Mary Mackenzie who retires as Treasurer after a lifetime of service.                     
 
 
 
 



 11 

 
 
 
 
A new President is needed but we are all 
going to help until we are sorted. A big 
“thank you” to all Guild members for their 
cheerful and loyal support throughout the 
year. 
Prayers, hymns, a reading by Ravey “Are 
you getting old” and one “Abou Ben 
Adhem” by Vivienne and a final attempt at” 
Be Bold, Be Strong,” much improved from 
our first effort, brought our meeting to a 
close. We finished with the Guild prayer then continued the fellowship with 
tea, biscuits and home baking, again thanks to Mary. 
 
Our annual lunch at the Brodick Bar on 23 March was a happy and enjoyable 
occasion as always, with almost all members attending. 
       
The Spring Coffee morning on Wednesday 3 April was a busy 
and successful time and raised £277.27 for Guild funds. 
 
Pat Reid is already selling this year’s Guild quiz – “Ideal 
Leisure Experiences” and they are on sale at the coffee 
mornings and in shops around the villages. 
 
Planning for next year goes on and we wish everyone a happy 
and peaceful summer and look forward to continuing to “BE BOLD and 
STRONG while going  “IN JOY” in 2016/17. 
 
 
 
Dates for your diary:  
Tuesday 7 June – June Rally at St. Columba’s, Largs 
Saturday 3 Sept. – Annual Gathering, the Caird Hall, Dundee. Speaker Sally 
Magnusson.  
 
 
 
 
 
Vivienne Haigh, President 
 
 
 
 



 12 

 
 
 
  
     THE KIRK SESSION 

 
Recently, I have been aware that some of our congregation are not too 
sure what the Kirk Session is or does!  Mind you, sometimes I am not 
too sure either! Just kidding!  
 
The Kirk Session is made up of the minister, and Elders elected by the 
congregation.  Now that there is no longer a Congregational Board, 
former members of the Board attend Session meetings.  The minister 
acts as Moderator at the meetings, has no vote, unless a casting vote 
is required.  It falls to the Session Clerk, Ian Watt, and the minister to 
draw up an agenda for the meetings.  The Session deal with all 
matters spiritual and temporal (to do with buildings and anything other 
than the spiritual matters.)  
 
The meetings always begin with Bible reading and prayer.  There 
follows a series of reports from various Conveners - Property, Finance, 
Pastoral, Presbytery, the Focus Group, Music Matters, Mission, 
Christian Education and any other relevant business. 
Open discussion is invited and questions encouraged!  From time to 
time, training takes place so that Elders are equipped for their service 
to the congregation e.g. in visiting, bereavement, listening, Baptism, 
Communion. 
 
Elders are given districts - these are members the Elders should visit 
regularly to develop a good relationship so that they can be a link for 
the minister to tap into when necessary and so that your Elder 
becomes a friend with whom you feel comfortable and able to call on 
at any time.  Elders are ordained for life. 
 
Minutes of every meeting are taken and signed by the Clerk and the 
Minister.  This ensures there is a clear record of all that has been 
raised at the meetings and also helps give direction for objectives. The 
meeting ends with everyone saying the grace together 
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It is important that new Elders are elected and ordained frequently to 
keep the Kirk Session fresh and creative. 
    
The Kirk Session is a court of the church.  The Presbytery is a higher 
court and the General Assembly which meets once a year in May is 
the highest court.  Presbytery is made up of the Ministers and Elders of 
the Kirk Sessions within its jurisdiction.   The General Assembly is 
similar but there is a rota for attendance.   

I hope this clarifies some of the ‘mystery’ surrounding the Kirk Session!  
We intend to have a photo board of all church office-bearers to help 
the congregation identify who’s who and who does what.  
Meantime, do not hesitate to join us.  Date of next meeting is 
Wednesday 8th June at 2pm in the church hall and dates are in the 
printed intimations as required. 

One important fact that few seem to realise is that Kirk Session 
meetings are open to all.  You do not have to be an Elder to attend.  It 
is not a secret society!   
Please feel free to join us at any meeting! 
 

         Lily 
 
Thank you to our Flower Ladies  
Among the unsung heroines 
Who grace this world of ours 
Are those who give and who arrange 
Their churches’ lovely flowers 
I wonder if they realise 
The pleasure that they bring 
To people who will gather there 
To worship and to sing 
Or the warm friendship that they send 
When given to those who can’t attend. 
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Our coffee mornings continue to be well attended 
events which provide an opportunity for people, 
especially those living alone, to meet up with friends and 
visitors. We try to give everyone a warm welcome and, of course, 
there's the baking! 
 
This winter’s takings (£1583-71) compared well with those of the 
previous year. Lindsey's introduction of the Gift Aid scheme is helping 
to boost our profits considerably. 
£300 was raised at our first summer coffee morning which will be used 
to buy equipment for Music Matters. At time of going to print we are 
waiting on the total raised at the coffee morning on the 18th May which 
will go to Christian Aid. 
 
A special word of thanks goes to our stallholders, who turn up nearly 
every week, adding to the funds and to the enjoyment. 
 
We do appreciate your support with offers of help, baking and, of 
course, coming along to join us on Wednesday mornings. Please 
continue to come. All are welcome! 
           M.O. 
 
MARY'S  MEALS.  
 
Donations are still coming in and Alison's "Roll away a stone for 
Easter" campaign has been very successful. She must have lost 
weight just dashing from one venue to another. We do hope- with your 
support- to continue to work for this wonderfully simple, but successful 
charity, giving desperately poor children a chance to work their way to 
a better future. 
 
Remember, £12-20 feeds a child at school for a year! Thank you all so 
much. Following the screenings of the film “Generation Hope” in 
Lamlash church £81.75 was banked by Alison and £65.50 sent off 
from donations left in the box in the church porch. Thank you 
so much! Please keep filling your boxes!    
         M.O.  
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ARRAN MUSIC THEATRE WORKSHOP 
 
During the Easter school holidays, 20 children filled the church hall 
with singing, laughter and a lot of gleeful noise!  AMTW was launched!  
This is music and drama led by Graeme and Lily, with great support 
from Alison Page and  Margaret Auld who also baked delicious cup 
cakes for us.  Lunch was provided by Lindsey &  Robert Marr, Pat Reid 
and some relatives of the children - what a feast we had! 
 
The next stage is to run a short rehearsal every week, leading up to a 
full production of “ Good Kings Come in Small Packages.”    This is a 
children’s musical about King Josiah, an 8 year-old boy who becomes 
king.  It is a story from the Old Testament and great fun to produce. 
 
We have hit a stumbling block at the moment in trying to match up the 
children’s availability and the use of the hall.  Thank you to those who 
bought prayer sponsor cards and gave donations.  We have raised 
£60 so far.  Please pray that the little problem of weekly rehearsals 
can be resolved soon and we can forge ahead.   Thank you for your 
support.      
 
    FOCUS GROUP 
 
The Focus Group is in the early stages of prayerful planning to 
establish ways of greater integration of church and community.  A 
great many ideas have already been formulated and we will be looking 
at the feasibilty of these and bringing some for Kirk Session and 
congregational discussion soon.  The aim is to build stronger 
relationships with our parish and to make the church the hub of the 
community.   
A key feature is to think BIG!  God is not confined by the limits of our 
imagination!  There will be one-off events, sustainable projects and 
longer-term revitalising of our buildings, grounds and ourselves!  Pray 
and watch this space!!! 
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The Great Plastic Bott le Top Collection Challenge! 
		
Interwaste is a company based in South Africa, and currently is 
running a project whereby plastic bottle tops are recycled and the 
proceeds used to purchase wheelchairs for donation to charities 
already working in developing countries. 
  
At the present moment, my colleagues in our Glasgow office at NHS 
Education for Scotland are collecting plastic bottle tops for this cause. 
  
If you are in a position to donate your plastic bottle tops to this 
project (e.g. tops from milk cartons, fruit juice cartons and soft drinks 
bottles), there will be a bucket made available for their collection in the 
vestibule of the church. Periodically, I will add the contents of the 
collection bucket to the colourful and growing collection in our office. 
  
It's all in a good cause; thank you for your support! 
 

Sheila Mitchell 
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Arran Churches Together 
 

 
 

 
The World Day of Prayer in early March earned good feedback, and it 
was gratifying that all churches were involved in some capacity. 
 
On Good Friday, the Walk of Witness 
attracted a good number and provided a 
potent symbol of witness at an important 
time in the Christian year. A number of 
participants were unable to walk between 
Holy Cross Church and St. Brides Church, 
but took part in the service at the end. 
 
Blessed with a glorious sunny afternoon, on 
the 15th of May many gathered in Kilpatrick 
to participate in a very uplifting service  
 
“Pentecost at the Preaching Cave”. 
(Highly recommended – Ed) 
 
The next ACT event is the  
Songs of Praise, hopefully on the green opposite Lamlash Church. 
This is ‘our’ event, being hosted by us.  
In advance, can we ask for help in moving chairs etc. and providing 
tea/coffee in the church hall afterwards. The date is 3rd July at 3pm. 
(Please note the time). 
If there is rain, or threat of rain, we will use the church. 
 
 
The Summer Quiz takes place in Brodick Church Hall on 8th 
September. This is very enjoyable with a large range of questions. We 
will be looking for teams pf 3 4, but of course individuals are most 
welcome. The committee provide food! Come along and enjoy an 
’educational’ evening!     
 
 

Ian Watt   
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Holy Island dominates Lamlash Bay. Many 
years ago the settlement of Lamlash was called 
‘Loch an Eilean’ (the loch of the island) originally 
located at the area now known as Cordon. The 
first house as you enter the area used to be a 
tavern. 
The earliest recorded name of the island was 
‘Inis Shroin’ the old  
Gaelic for (island of the water spirit). In 587 A.D. 
an Irish monk named Lias or Laisren, better 
known as Molaise lived in a cave on the island 
near white point, overlooking the settlement. 
Much later the island was named ‘Eilean Molaise’ until the early 18th 
century when it became known as Holy Island. 
 
Saint Molaise 566-640 A.D.  
A disciple of St Columba, he elected to lead a secluded life on the 
island.  Molaise was born in Ireland and spent much of his youth in 
Scotland. The son of Cairell an Irish King of Dal Fiatach, Ulster & Man 
and the Scottish princess Gemma, daughter of Aedan Mar Gabhrain of 
Dal Riada (Scotland). He was the rightful heir to the throne, but on 
becoming of age, decided to relinquish his claim to the throne and 
chose to follow his religious calling. At the age of 21 he sailed to Arran, 
where he found shelter in a cave on ‘Inis Shroin’, near white point, 
located in the sheltered bay of Lamlash, where he spent a period of 
almost ten years. 
 
One can only surmise how he survived for ten years with the Island’s 
limited resources, probably making use of his craft to catch fish, which 
were abundant. 
 
Around 597 he travelled to Rome, where Pope Gregory the great 
ordained him. On returning to Ireland, his place of birth, Molaise 
entered the monastery at Leighlin established by St Gobban.  Soon 
afterwards he became the Abbot and under his guidance the 
Monastery grew in fame and numbers with some 1500 monks. He was 
instrumental in adopting several religious celebrations including 
Easter. Later Molaise was consecrated as the first bishop of Leighlin. 
 

With thanks to Jim Henderson - Ed 
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World Mission 
 
As you know last years’ stamp appeal was for the 
Church of Scotland HIV Programme, this raised 
£3511. We have received a letter of thanks for our 
contribution.  Please keep collecting your used 
stamps for the new appeal, which is raising money for the Othara Eco–
spirituality centre, run by the Church of South India (see poster). There 
people can learn about climate change, and the importance of 
conserving the earth God has given us. It is hoped that the knowledge 
gained through retreats and conferences will inspire people to live 
sustainably, and encourage others in their community to do the same 
because ‘caring for the earth is not only a calling but a lifestyle’ – 
something we should all try to do.  
This year the Stamp Project will support some of their ecological 
innovations, including the harvesting and re-use of rain water, the 
establishment of a biogas plant to power the kitchens, and the 
development of a small dairy and chicken farm for local breeds. 
 
The last newsletter was entitled ‘People of the Way’, and focused on 
the importance of friendship and understanding between churches and 
people of different cultures. It is all too easy to be insular in outlook. 
The General Assembly will have taken place by the time you read this, 
and, hopefully many very different people will have come together and, 
hopefully, many new friendships made. This could be a great 
inspiration to us all and we can pray that it is! 
 
        Monica Tweeddale 
 
 

 
 
Mary’s Meals Coffee Morning  
 
 Lamlash Church Hall  
 
Saturday, 30 July 2016 

 
10:15 – 12 noon 
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SCANA 

 
Scottish Christians Against Nuclear Arms   

 
As published in our newsletter article “The Cross and the Bomb” 
(Summer 2015), 30 years ago the Church of Scotland denounced 
Trident as being immoral and contrary to the will of God in Christ. 
Submarines are still based in Faslane and we regularly see them on 
the Firth from the Isle of Arran.  
A commitment to peace is not, and never has been, an easy path. 
On the 2nd of May a group of people from several different faiths (and 
none) gathered in Brodick to distribute information about Nuclear Arms 
ably assisted by giant puppets Big Sandy and CiNDy. Gus Smith, a 
Quaker, believes that it is important that we join together to make our 
voice stronger. “If we are serious about our commitment, then simply 
sitting at home and thinking peace is a good idea, is not an option.” 
 
At the Editor’s invitation Gus writes: 
 
Quakers and Peace 
 

Quakers are perhaps best known for our peace testimony, which comes from 

our belief that love is at the centre of existence and all humans are equal in 

God's eyes. It has led Quakers to refuse military service and become involved 

in a variety of peace activities. These range from practical work in areas 

affected by violent conflict to developing alternatives to violence at all levels 

– from the personal to the international.’ These words from the ‘Our Values’ 

section of the Quakers in Britain website, sum up our commitment to peace.  
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It is one of four testimonies – Peace, Truth and Integrity, Equality, Simplicity 

and Sustainability – that help to guide and challenge us in the way we live.  

 

We try to follow these principles in our everyday lives, and also support local, 

national and international initiatives. British Quakers are working in East 

Africa, supporting peace builders to change the core conditions that lead to 

violent conflict, and we implement the Ecumenical Accompaniment 

Programme in Palestine and Israel. A Quaker from Islay spent six months on 

this programme, and spoke about her experience at a well-attended public 

meeting in Brodick, arranged by Arran Quakers. 

 

We also brought a Quaker peace exhibition to the island last year, when the 

outbreak of the First World War was being commemorated. 

The exhibition showed the ways in which Quakers were active in conflict 
situations throughout the twentieth century. We felt it was important to 
include the role of non-combatants during these commemorations, something 
which was in danger of being bypassed. We saw the work of the Friends 
Ambulance Unit on the front line, dealing with casualties from both sides, and 
learned of the involvement of Quakers in conflict resolution, culminating in 
the award of the 1947 Nobel Peace Prize to the Friends Service Council, and 
the American Friends Service Committee.  
A typical remark from those who saw the exhibition, and didn’t have much 
previous knowledge of Quakers, was, ‘That was an eye-opener’. 
 
 
Thank you Gus. Please find below some links to the Church of 
Scotland web pages on Nuclear Weapons and a bible study on Trident 
– Ed 
 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/8895/
Nuclear_Weapons_leaflet.pdf 
 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/8894/
Trident_Bible_Study.pdf 
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‘A GLEBE OF 19 SCOTCH ACRES’ 
 
CHURCH & PARISH 
In his study at Kilbride Manse, the Rev. Allan McNaughton was compiling 
his exhaustive account of the parish towards the end of 1836.   
“The ecclesiastical division of Arran has been made longitudinally.  
Kilbride occupies the whole of its east side, from the Cock of Arran, a noted 
sea-mark, to Dippin, a farm in the south.  The parish church is situated at 
the south end of the village of Lamlash.  It was built in 1773, and is a plain 
and unambitious building, without vestry, steeple or belfry.  It contains 
about 560 sittings, which are all free, and, with the exception of the seats of 
the two proprietors, the minister’s family, and two or three others, common 
to all parishioners.” 
We should note that this was the only church serving a population of 2200, 
but McNaughton and others were agitating for an additional building in 
Brodick, and this was eventually achieved in 1839. The reference to ‘free’ 
sittings reminds us that, in many churches, parishioners could pay a ‘seat rent’ 
to reserve their own particular places.  The two proprietors mentioned were 
Alexander, 10th Duke of Hamilton, and John Fullarton, Esq. of Kilmichael.  
“There being but one parish church for a population spread along a coast 
seventeen miles in length, the attendances for public worship are not so 
regular as could be wished.  But the great bulk of the young and rising 
generation are in this regard very exemplary.  Many of the more aged are 
kept from church by distance and the infirmities of declining years. The 
present church is generally full in good weather; in summer sometimes 
uncomfortably so.” 
McNaughton comments that 800 of his parishioners live more than 6 miles 
away from the church – a significant fact when the vast majority of them 
would require to travel on foot to services, and also one which restricted his 
own ability to carry out pastoral visits, although he would have used a horse.  
Nevertheless, a journey to see an ailing parishioner or grieving family in 
North Sannox in the winter time would not have been a trivial undertaking, 
although that burden would have been reduced after 1829, when 27 Sannox 
families sailed from Lamlash to begin new lives in Megantic Province, 
Quebec. 
 
WORD OF MOUTH 
Despite the communication problems, Alan McNaughton was struck by one 
aspect of Arran life which may not have entirely disappeared – “The want of 
regular work gives time for much idle talk.  Accordingly, the most trifling 
article of intelligence flies with rail-road speed from one extremity of the 
parish to the other”. 
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CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT 
 
“The Manse is beautifully situated on a sloping eminence about a mile 
north-east of the Church, and commands a fine view of the bay and of the 
opposite coast of Ayrshire.  It is a substantial and commodious house, built 
in 1826.  The glebe consists of about 19 Scotch acres, fences, roads and 
church-yard included.  When the present Minister entered upon its 
possession it was one uncultivated waste.  It has since been drained and 
limed, and would at present let at a rent of £20.  The stipend consists of 17 
chalders of barley and oatmeal, and payable according to the fiars of the 
county.” 
This manse was sited just up the hill from the current building, on the other 
side of the road to the churchyard.  The glebe was a piece of land allocated to 
the minister in addition to his stipend.  He could either cultivate it himself or 
rent it out.  Scottish weights and measures being more generous than their 
Imperial equivalents, the Kilbride glebe converts to a fairly substantial 24 
acres.  A chalder was a Scottish dry measure for wheat, barley, oats, beans, 
peas and so forth – amounting to 3390 litres (or 745 gallons), so the 
Minister’s stipend totalled 12,700 gallons dry measure of barley and oatmeal.  
However, before we start to imagine cartloads of grain being dumped on the 
doorstep of the manse every year, we should note that the stipend had to be 
converted into money.  The process was an interesting one, being a primitive 
version of the modern Retail Price Index.  In every Scottish county, the 
Sheriff annually announced the ‘fiar’ or fixed price of grain.  The reasoning 
was that when the price of grain went up, then so did the general cost of 
living, and the Minister was paid more accordingly.  Of course, the reverse 
also applied, so the Rev. McNaughton could never be sure what his salary 
would be from year to year. 
 
The final stipend was paid by the proprietor, the 10th Duke of Hamilton. He 
firmly believed that he was heir to the throne of Scotland, and decided that no 
nobleman of his class should be without a hermit in the grounds of his palace.  
Advertising for one, he stipulated that the hermit should shave his beard only 
once a year.  It was, however, in his death that he surpassed himself. He 
bought an Egyptian sarcophagus and built a colossal mausoleum to house it.  
His last journey was to buy spices for his own embalming, and as he lay 
dying, he was seized by the thought that he might not fit the sarcophagus.  It 
is recorded that his last words were, “Double me up! Double me up!”, but no 
amount of doubling could squeeze his body into the mummy-case, so his feet 
had to be chopped off. 
          Iain Auld 
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Crossword  

 
 

 
 
 
Clues Across 
1  Military tactic used by Joshua to attack and destroy the city of Ai (Joshua 8:2) 
(6) 
4  Place of learning (6)  
8  ‘When Moses’ hands grew — , they took a stone and put it under him and he sat 
on it’ (Exodus 17:12) (5)  
9  Unpleasant auguries of the end of the age, as forecast by Jesus (Matthew 24:7) 
(7)  
10 Stronghold to which girls in King Xerxes’ harem (including Esther) were taken 
(Esther 2:8) (7)  
11 Where Saul went to consult a medium before fighting the Philistines (1 Samuel 
28:7) (5)  
12 Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17) (9) 
17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) (5)  
19 So clear (anag.) (7)  
21 ‘I have just got — , so I can’t come’: one excuse to be absent from the great 
banquet (Luke 14:20) (7)  
22 Long weapon with a pointed head used by horsemen (Job 39:23) (5)  
23 Musical beat (6)  
24 What the Israelites were told to use to daub blood on their door-frames at the 
first Passover (Exodus 12:22) (6) 
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Clues Down 
1  Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)  
2  Art bite (anag.) (7)  
3  ‘The people of the city were divided; some — with the Jews, others with the 
apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)  
5  Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)  
6  Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)  
7  Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)  
9  ‘You love evil rather than good, — rather than speaking the truth’ (Psalm 52:3) 
(9)  
13 Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)  
14 They were worth several hundred pounds each (Matthew 25:15) (7)  
15 ‘A — went out to sow his seed’ (Matthew 13:3) (6)  
16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter when he went into the room where she 
lay (Mark 5:39) (6)  
18 The part of the day when the women went to the tomb on the first Easter 
morning (John 20:1) (5)  
20 Narrow passageway between buildings (Luke 14:21) (5) 
 
 

Sudoku 

 
 
 



 26 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 27 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 28 

 
 

 
 



 29 

 
 
  Solutions 
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Editor’s Note 
 
Our recent spell of glorious weather has lifted 
everyone’s spirits -I’m seeing lots of smiley faces.  
Remember, if you see someone without a smile, give them one of 
yours! J 
 
A very busy quarter for Lamlash Church with our Focus Group coming 
up with new ideas to try out, new Elders being ordained, Music Matters 
going from strength to strength, our Coffee Mornings now on a weekly 
basis and so much more! 
 
We are richly blessed with our hard-working and lovely minister. 
Rev Lily McKinnon just oozes with ideas, energy and enthusiasm. 
I wonder if we appreciate just how lucky we are? I was recently passed 
a copy of a magazine “Release International”. Every day, thousands of 
Christians around the world face persecution for following Jesus. Find 
out more at www.lovekillshate.org.  
 

 
 
I am ashamed to say that I take for granted my freedom to worship. 
Participating in the recent ACT service at the Preaching Cave was very 
thought provoking!  Please come and join us at Lamlash church any 
time, even just for a wee coffee on Wednesday mornings if you can’t 
make our Sunday Service – all are welcome. 
 
A HUGE Thank you to all contributors to this Summer newsletter, I 
simply couldn’t do it without you. A real pick & mix of articles with, 
hopefully, something for all interests, ages and stages. Enjoy reading 
the bits that appeal but feel free to quickly flick over the page on 
anything that doesn’t chime with you. 
 
Have a great summer! 
Warmest wishes 
 
Alison   
 
Copy deadline for Autumn is 14 August 2016. Any articles submitted may be 
edited at the Editor’s discretion. 
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Lamlash Church 
 

a t  the  heart  o f  the  communi ty,  
 

wi th  the  communi ty  a t  i t s  heart .  
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