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 A Word from the Manse 
 
 
“Because of the Lord, we have great confidence in you. 
May the Lord take you by the hand and lead you along the path 
of Godʼs love and into the patience of Christ.” 

      
2 Thessalonians 3 v 4 - 5 

 
 
 
My Dear Friends 
 
What a joy it is to be your minister! How blessed to live and work on 
this beautiful island! Sometimes I have to remind myself to stop and 
say, “Thank you, God!” 
Slowing down for a busy person is never easy but sometimes it is 
very necessary! Like everyone else, ministers need patience. 
Something I am not too good at yet! We all need time to think; to 
think about how great is our God, how faithful He is and how 
privileged we are to call ourselves Christian. Itʼs important for all of 
us to take time to re-assess where we are on our Christian journey, 
and this period of Lent to Easter is a God-given opportunity to do just 
that. 
 
As we continue to move forward with our Lord, letʼs remember 
always to say thank you for His amazing goodness. Let us also 
commit ourselves with joy to understanding more and more of His 
love and find the faithfulness we need to keep on keeping on. 
My thanks for your prayers and encouragement as we try to discover 
together where God is leading us. How vital that we are church not 
just on a Sunday but every day of the week. No matter how young or 
how old we are, God has work for us to do. Perhaps, for you, it is to 
use the gift of prayer to support others, or it is to catch the vision of 
how we share Godʼs love with those around us. I hope we can all 
share the same vision; that God calls us to be faithful in love for Him 
and for others, and that He looks for our commitment to be 
patiently exploring where He wants to lead us. We have already 
begun to follow in new ways. 
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ʻMusic Mattersʼ is our outreach to people living with Dementia and 
their carers. It is a real joy to work with so many willing volunteers 
and to see the difference we are making to the lives of those who 
may feel isolated and forgotten. 
 
The new Focus Group is here to listen to your proposals for outreach 
and also to bring you fresh visions of what we might do. It is a think 
tank to brainstorm ideas. I have tried to put together people of 
different ages, people who have been part of the church family for 
many years and those who are relatively new, and some who do not 
come to church or come now and again, but all wanting to focus on 
the way forward for greater integration of church and community. 
Undoubtedly, we will come up with ideas that some will find exciting 
and others will just shake their head at! Thatʼs o.k. Everyone matters 
in this church family and YOUR opinion is valued. 
 
I am confident other ventures will soon be revealed - once we know 
what they are! Itʼs so hard to be patient when God is doing such 
exciting things here! Watch this space! 
 
 

Thank you for bringing a song into my life 
 
 
As we head towards the glory that is Easter, may we have a song in 
our hearts and give thanks that God is working out His purpose 
among us. 
May you know the joy of our risen Lord. 
 
With love and prayers, 
 

Lily 
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Bible Reading 
 
Philippians 2, v 4 – 11 
 
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of others. 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God as a thing to be grasped, 
but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. 
And being found in human form he humbled himself 
and became obedient unto death, 
even on a cross. 
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him 
the name which is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Amen 

 

A Prayer for each day of Holy Week 
Almighty God, 
in your great love you gave your only Son 
to die for our sins 
and for the sins of the whole world. 
Help us by your Holy Spirit 
to worship you with reverence, 
and to enter with joy 
into celebration of those mighty acts, 
whereby you bring us life and immortality; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
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Our Church Family 
 
 
Deaths: 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and 
friends of  

Jacky Norris 
Moira Munro 

 
 

“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under 
the heavens:  

a time to be born and a time to die”  
 

Ecclesiastes 3  v 1-2 (NIV) 
 
 
 

EASTER SERVICES 
 
Maundy Thursday 24th March at 7pm  
This service will be held in the church hall and will include 
Last Supper 
 
Easter Sunday 27th March – Family Service at 11:30am 

 
 
 
TRUST HOUSING, MCKELVIE ROAD 

 
There is a short service of worship held at 3pm in the lounge 
of Trust Housing on the second Sunday of each month. 
 
Please join with the folks who reside there for this very 
relaxed sharing of the word of God. 
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A Prayer for Easter Day 
Almighty Father, 
In your great mercy 
you made glad the disciples 
with the sight of the risen Lord. 
Give us such knowledge 
of his presence with us 
that we may be strengthened 
and sustained by his risen life, 
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 

 

Easter Smarties prayer 
 
Say each line and eat a Smartie of the appropriate colour 
 
 
 
Pink for the people who came and praised, 
Green for the palm leaves that they raised; 
Purple for the robe that Jesus wore, 
Brown for the cross that Jesus bore; 
Red for the blood that Jesus shed, 
Blue for the tears when he was dead; 
Orange for the stone that was rolled away, 
Yellow for joy – He’s alive today! 
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Guild News 
Vivienne Haigh, President 
 
It’s hard to believe that the first year of our “Be Bold, Be Strong” 
strategy is coming to an end and that our focus will move from “Go in 
Peace” to “Go in Joy”, the materials for next year have already arrived. 
The Guild has been kept busy throughout the winter and we have had 
great support from members as they have turned out in all sorts of 
weather, mainly wet and windy, and to varying venues. 
 
Our Christmas meeting was held in the Church to avoid the noise of 
the pump removing water from under the Hall floor and although it was 
a snug fit we had a good afternoon with Committee members 
contributing with favourite readings, prayers and carols. Jean Bowden, 
new Guild member led our first hymn and gave us a fitting start to the 
afternoon. We ended the afternoon with fun and laughter with the 
“Left/Right “ game which seems to have become an annual event and 
of course, the tea and refreshments. Thanks to the hostesses. The 
Christmas Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Sale made an excellent 
£327 for Guild funds. 
 
Our first meeting of 2016 was held in the comfort of Trust Housing and 
we addressed the discussion topic “Let’s talk about working through 
conflict”. We looked at many areas of conflict in the world today 
through our hymns, prayers and “Join in” quizzes, if you chose to! The 
photograph quiz of Nobel Prize winners was particularly challenging 
but everyone had a go. We ended the afternoon with a reading of the 
poem, “Comes the Light” written by Roger McGough followed by the 
CD of the piece put to music by our own Diana Hamilton, a finalist in 
the BBC Radio 3 Carol of the year competition. The piece was first 
performed at the John Dick Christmas Concert here in the High School 
by the Arran Singers. 
 
 
Morag sent this report of our first meeting of 2016: 
 
“On Tuesday 19th January we again met in the comfortable lounge of 
Trust Housing, with thanks to the residents. Betty and Morag shared 
the conduct of the meeting in the absence of Vivienne. Fiona Laing, 
our speaker brought along a defibrillator and a mannequin to 
demonstrate its use in the case of a cardiac arrest.  
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Fiona was clear in both her delivery and content and left us better 
informed and less diffident if called to help with a cardiac emergency 
until expert help arrived. A vote of thanks was ably expressed by 
Sheila. Pat and Aileen provided tea during which we had further 
discussion with Fiona and her role as a first responder.” 
 
Christine Stewart and Kate Jenks took time out from their busy jobs to 
come and tell us about their work as nurses in the community. 
Christine has recently arrived on the island after a lengthy career in 
Aberdeen and is team leader here on Arran. Kate is well known to 
many of us and came along as back-up but was called in to help with 
our attempts at singing the “Be Bold, Be Strong” hymn. It was good to 
hear about their jobs and the system in which they work and they were 
happy to stay and chat over a cup of tea before going back to  
work. 
       
The Valentine’s Day Coffee Morning was a busy and 
pleasant social event and raised £259 for the Erskine 
Hospital 
 
Tuesday 16th February should have seen Iain Whyte, General 
Secretary of the Church of Scotland Guild as our speaker for the 
afternoon. He was to speak on The Golden Age Project, a research 
and development project focusing on the Church and ageing. But, 
owing to the no-boat situation, hence no speaker, we managed a DIY 
afternoon. Stalwart as our members are, we had 20 members turn out 
and thanks to Ian for setting up the technology for an appropriate DVD, 
Ravey reading us one of her pieces on the Clearances, written on her 
writer’s course and Lily telling us about the Dementia group, just newly 
formed here and a couple of “just in case” quizzes over tea, we 
managed to have a good afternoon. 
 
A big “thank you” to Committee members, hostesses and Trust 
Housing for their contributions so far, this year. 
 
We will continue to be BOLD and STRONG, but, we will be these 
things in a spirit of PEACE, JOY and LOVE. 
 
 
 
Dates for your diary:  
Tuesday 15 March – Guild AGM 
Wednesday 23 March- Guild Lunch at  the Brodick Bar 
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The last World Mission newsletter focused on Fairtrade and also on 
prayer. I expect most of you support Fairtrade as much as possible 
and they certainly produce most of the things we eat and drink for 
breakfast -  tea, coffee, muesli, bananas, etc. Supporting them helps 
many farmers who have barely enough to live on and ensures they 
receive a fair price for their products. Quite a lot of products are 
stocked by the Co-op, however, I am very willing to order anything you 
need, or would like to try, and can get catalogues if you’re interested.  
 
The importance of prayer was emphasized. There are so many 
desperate situations in the world which need our support in prayer, 
even if we feel we can do little else, and of course we all have personal 
concerns too. There is always time for prayer at the Faith Development 
Group meetings and a chance to give thanks for answered prayer – 
our prayers are answered – and other blessings. 
Thank you for saving your used stamps, please continue to do so! The 
new project for the proceeds from stamps collected will be announced 
soon and will start in March.               Monica Tweeddale 
 
 
Mary’s Meals 
 
We have had a wonderful response to the “Double your Donation” 
appeal. The sum donated by our congregation, visitors and friends, 
starting with the retiring collection after the Harvest Festival service 
amounted to £1123.92. When doubled, this will feed 184 desperately 
poor children for a school year. 
Mary’s Meals keep their administrative costs to a minimum. They now 
help over ONE MILLION children in many countries including places 
where there have been disasters like tsunamis, earthquakes, droughts 
and flooding. I personally have seen how desperate 
children in Nepal are to learn, so they they can work 
their way to a better life. We have received letters of 
thanks from Mary’s Meals headquarters in Dalmally, 
Argyll. Alison and I would like to add our thanks for your 
generosity.                  Maureen Oakes 
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Music Matters : “We had a wonderful time” 

 
Music has the Power  

  
The fact that music has the power to help those living with Dementia is 
well documented, so the first drop-in group meeting for those living 
with Dementia and their carers was lots of fun and a great success. 
 
The Rev. Lily McKinnon arranged for a small but enthusiastic group of 
volunteers to be trained by Donna Paterson from Alzheimer Scotland. 
The “Dementia Friends” have also been vetted and our applications for 
the disclosures for the Protection of Vulnerable Groups processed. Lily 
organised the first Music Matters ‘drop-in’ for Thursday 28th January in 
Lamlash Church Hall. 
 
The weather wasn’t wonderful but the hall was warm and welcoming 
with the tables all set up with pretty tablecloths and plates of home 
baking, kindly donated by the “Friends”. From 2 - 3pm we greeted all 
those living with Dementia and their partners, carers and friends. 
People came from all over the island, including Cooriedoon Care 
Home, all who braved the cold, wild, wet weather to be with us. 
 
All enjoyed chatting accompanied by cups of tea or coffee and 
delicious home baking followed by a sing along. Rev. Lily had chosen 
many old ‘weel kent’ Scottish songs in keeping with Robert Burns’ 
celebrations, very appropriate for the time of the year!  
 
Music Matters meets on the last Thursday of every month. Please 
spread the word to all who help folk living with Dementia and suggest 
they come along. Representatives from Alzheimer Scotland will be 
available after the singing to offer help and advice (ferry permitting).  
 
I for one wouldn’t miss it for the world!     

Liz Rose 
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Thank you Alison!  
 

 
The Kirk Session wish to record our thanks, on behalf of the 
congregation, to Alison Armstrong who has decided to end her time 
as Treasurer. Sometimes being Treasurer is a thankless task but 
Alison has always been very gracious and we are grateful to her for 
giving her time to help the church, not just in counting the offering 
Sunday by Sunday but in the many unseen hours she has devoted to 
this office. Alisonʼs demission means we are looking for a new 
Treasurer. Robert Marr has kindly agreed and we owe him our thanks. 
 
We now envisage any new Treasurer holding office for 3 years and 
having an Assistant Treasurer working along with them so that the 
Assistant can step up when needed. If you think this might be you, 
please contact Ian Watt, Session Clerk. 
 

 

 

Advent Bags 

A huge ‘thank-you’ to all who so kindly contributed items and clothing 
for the advent bags for the homeless people on the streets of Glasgow. 
As a church, we were able to make up eight complete bags of lovely 
items plus several additional bags of warm clothing and blankets.  

After several of our attempts to get to the mainland were foiled by ferry 
cancellations, my husband and I were able to make it across in good 
time for Christmas Eve distribution of the bags by street workers. The 
bags were gratefully received by the Street Team of RSVP (Rough 
Sleepers and Vulnerable People) who are based in ‘The Hub’ in 
Glasgow. They were very pleased to accept the gifts to distribute to 
homeless people and asked me to pass on their grateful thanks to the 
congregation of Lamlash Parish Church. 
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Thanks to your generosity, we, as a church, were also able to 
provide The Dogs Trust team (who work with dogs belonging to 
street sleepers) bags of dog food, treats and dog coats which 
would make some dogs and their owners happier. 

Many thanks also, to the kind person who anonymously 
contributed towards the cost of transporting the advent bags 
and to those who offered to drop off the bags by making 
detours on their journeys as they travelled to the mainland to 
join families for Christmas.   

We dropped the gifts off in torrential rain and howling winds which 
gave pause for thought on the plight of the less fortunate on the streets 
of Glasgow and everywhere. Hopefully, the advent bags from Lamlash 
Church gave a few folks a little cheer for both body and soul. 

            Helen How 

 

Arran Churches Together  

Report by Ian Watt 
 
The Taize services will be on the first Thursday of each month, 
beginning in March. 
 
There is still a strong demand from Arran folk for Foodbank support, 
and we are all asked to help. 
 
The Service of Christian Unity had been very successful, with a large 
congregation at Shiskine Church, where the service was led by our 
own Minister, and which drew lots of very favourable comments. 
 
The Walk of Witness will be on Good Friday the 25th of March.  
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Door Duty 
 
March           6 Mary Mackenzie                              Peter MacKay    

            13 Laurie Campbell             Anne Ferguson 
            20    David Oakes             Joyce Walker                       

           27    John Houston             Ken Barclay                     
April     3 Mick Cannon             Vivienne Haigh 
  10 Mary Mackenzie                              Peter MacKay   
  17 Laurie Campbell             Anne Ferguson 
  24 David Oakes             Joyce Walker 
May    1 John Houston            Ken Barclay 
    8 Mick Cannon            Vivienne Haigh 
  15 Mary Mackenzie                             Peter MacKay   
  22  Laurie Campbell             Anne Ferguson 

  29     David Oakes            Joyce Walker 
 

~~~ 
 
 
To a Highlander of advanced years who had decided to get 
married, his minister said: 
“Well Donald, I trust you have got a hand-maid of the Lord” 
“Indeed minister” said Donald.  
“I dinna ken whether she’s hand-made or machine made, 
but she’s gey weel put thegither” 
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Flower Rota 
March           6   Mrs P Sillars 

         13  Mrs V Haigh          
            20   Mrs M Mackenzie 

           27  Mrs M Chambers   
 
April    3  ? ?   
 10  Mrs R Bulloch 
 17  Mrs A Page            
 24  Mrs J Taylor             
 
May    1  Guild   
   8  Mrs M Pattison     

 15   Mrs V Haigh 
  22   Mrs M Oakes 

  29  Mrs M Campbell           
 
 
There are spaces on the Flower Rota. Please contact Mary Mackenzie 
(Tel: 700220) if you are willing and able to join the flower rota or could 
help deliver the flowers after the church service.  
 
 
 
 
Coffee Mornings  
We still have two more winter (monthly) coffee mornings before the 
busy weekly summer ones begin in May. In spite of wet and windy 
weather at times and having to reach the hall by paddling through 
puddles, our winter coffee mornings have been well worth the effort, 
both socially and financially. 
Thank you once again to everyone who supported them in any way. 
Our new workers have been a wonderful help and we 
welcome more, especially in the summer. 
Please continue to come along, bring your friends and 
enjoy the food and fellowship. 
 
 
Maureen Oakes      
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PICTURESQUE and PRIMITIVE 
Just two of the words used by the Rev Allan McNaughton to describe 
Kilbride Parish as it was in the first half of the 19th Century.  McNaughton 
succeeded the trinity of Stuarts – James, Gershom & John – who had 
ministered to the parish between 1723 and 1825.  He himself was born in 
1794 in Kenmore, Perthshire.  The next news we have of him is in the parish 
register of Kilninian & Kilmore, Isle of Mull. 
“The Reverend Allan McNaughton, one of the ministers of 
Campbeltown, and Miss Mary Maxwell, of Aros, were married.” 
 
  Miss Maxwell came from a relatively well-to-do family, her father, James, 
being Chamberlain (or Factor) to the Duke of Argyll, administering all of his 
property in Mull and Morven from a house on the Aros estate, near 
Tobermory.  His equivalent in Arran was John Burrel, Factor to the Duke of 
Hamilton, residing in the Whitehouse, Lamlash.  No doubt each man was 
equally popular with the farming tenantry, who stoutly resisted the 
improvements being thrust upon them. 
 
  The wedding took place in 1823, and it was two years later that the Rev. 
McNaughton answered the call, and took up residence in Kilbride Manse.  His 
tenure came to an end in 1844, when he, his wife, and eight children moved to 
Lesmahagow, where he spent the rest of his life, dying at the age of 81. A 
long life, well-lived without doubt, but our real interest in Allan McNaughton 
rests on the fact that he was the author of an exhaustive account of Kilbride 
Parish, which was published in 1845. 
 
  The First (Old) Statistical Account of Scotland was the brainchild of Sir 
John Sinclair of Ulbster, who sent out questionnaires to over 900 parish 
ministers in 1790.  The quality of the results was patchy, to say the least, and 
it is unfortunate that the Rev. Gershom Stuart produced only four pages about 
Kilbride Parish. 
  The Second (New) Statistical Account was much more successful, being 
carried out under the auspices of the Church of Scotland. The Church was 
becoming conscious of the fact that, since the dissolution of the Scottish 
Parliament in 1707, its General Assembly was the sole national debating and 
discussion body concerning itself exclusively with Scottish affairs. This 
situation was tacitly recognized as recently as May 1988, when Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher delivered her ‘Sermon on the Mound’, attempting 
to justify her policies to a part of the UK that had mostly rejected them. 
 
   
The speech was heard by members of the Assembly in stony silence, as she 
argued that “Christianity is about spiritual redemption, not social reform”, 
and quoted St Paul by saying “If a man will not work, he shall not eat”.  She 
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also used the speech to argue that wealth making is good for society as 
opposed to the redistribution of wealth, and chided her hosts for their 
involvement in political campaigns against her.  She noted: “We 
parliamentarians can legislate for the rule of law.  You, the Church, can 
teach the faith of life”. Afterwards, the Moderator, the Rt Rev James Whyte, 
politely handed her copies of the Church’s reports on homelessness and the 
welfare system, which criticised her policies and reforms. 
 
  Such matters, of course, could not have been imagined by Allan 
McNaughton as he set about writing his account of Kilbride Parish, but he 
was clearly conscious of the importance of his task – producing thirty-eight 
pages of detailed analysis and description.  His miscellaneous observations 
were scathing. 
  “At the beginning of the century, the parish was in a state as rude 
and primitive as the most remote islands of the Hebrides.  There 
were not at that time six carts in the whole parish.  Of regularly 
formed road there was not a mile; nor a single bridge built with 
stone and lime.  The houses of the tenantry and common people in 
general were the merest hovels.  Their land was so unskilfully 
cultivated that its returns did not nearly afford them the requisite 
supply of food.  Their cattle died in their hundreds every severe 
spring. 
  It is understood to be the wish of the proprietor, to preserve as 
much as possible the present character of the parish as a romantic 
rural retirement.  Were his views different, there is no property in 
the west of Scotland, the value of which could be more easily 
increased.  The attractions of its healthy climate and majestic 
scenery, make it even in its present state a place of considerable 
resort to summer visitors.  Many of them, if they could get building-
leases, would erect villas in the parish, and perhaps reside in it for 
the whole year.  There would therefore be a market for much of the 
produce of the island, and much additional employment for the poor 
and working classes”. 
 
  One can imagine that the proprietor, Alexander Hamilton, 10th Duke of 
Hamilton - born in London, educated at Harrow School and Christ Church, 
Oxford – was less than thrilled when he read these comments in his stately 
home, Hamilton Palace, or more likely in his London base in Portman Square.  
And it may not be entirely coincidental that Allan McNaughton had moved to 
Lesmahagow before his account was printed.  Nevertheless, one hundred and 
forty years before Mrs Thatcher’s tirade, it is quite clear that the Church and 
its Ministers recognized that involvement in social and economic reform was 
an integral part of its remit. 
    
(to be continued)        Iain Auld 
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A Little Girl’s Prayer 
A WEC missionary Dr Helen Roseweare, told this story, which occurred during her 
time in the Congo.   
 
One night, despite best endeavours, a mother in the labour ward died, 
leaving us with a tiny premature baby and her crying two-year old 
daughter. 
Although we lived on the equator, nights were often chilly. One student 
midwife went for the box we had for such babies, and the cotton wool 
the baby would be wrapped in. Another went to stoke up the fire and fill 
a hot water bottle. She came back shortly in distress to tell me that in 
filling the bottle it had burst. “And it is our last hot water bottle!” she 
explained. 
“All right,” I said. “Put the baby as near the fire as you safely and can, 
and sleep between the baby and the door to keep it free from 
draughts.” 
The following noon, I went to have prayers with the orphanage 
children. I told them about the tiny baby and explained about keeping 
the baby warm enough, mentioning the hot water bottle. I also told 
them of the two-year old sister, crying because her mother had died. 
During the prayer time, one ten-year-old girl, Ruth, prayed with the 
usual blunt conciseness of children. 
 
“Please, God,” she prayed, “send us a water bottle. It’ll be no good 
tomorrow, God, as the baby’ll be dead, so please send it this 
afternoon.” While I gasped inwardly at the audacity of the prayer, she 
added, by way of corollary, “And while you are about it, would you 
please send a dolly for the little girl so she’ll know you really love her.” 
 
As so often with children’s prayers, I was put on the spot. The only 
way God could answer this particular prayer would be by sending me a 
parcel from the homeland. I had been in Africa almost four years, and I 
had never, ever received a parcel from home. Anyway, if anyone did 
send me a parcel, who would put in a hot water bottle? I lived on the 
equator! 
 
Halfway through the afternoon, while I was teaching in the nurses’ 
training school, a message was sent that there was a car at my front 
door. By the time I reached home, the car had gone, but there, on the 
veranda, was a large parcel. 
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I sent for the orphanage children and together we pulled off the string, 
carefully undoing each knot. We folded the paper, taking care not to 
tear it unduly. Excitement was mounting. Some thirty or forty pairs of 
eyes were focused on the large cardboard box. 
 
From the top, I lifted out brightly coloured, knitted jerseys. Eyes 
sparkled as I gave them out. Then came a box of mixed raisins and 
sultanas – that would make a nice batch of buns for the weekend. 
Then, as I put my hand in again, I felt the… could it really be? I 
grasped it and pulled it out. A brand new hot water bottle! I cried. I had 
not asked God to send it. I had not truly believed that He could. 
 
Ruth rushed forward crying out, “If God has sent the hot water bottle, 
He must have sent the dolly, too!” Rummaging down to the bottom of 
the box, she pulled out the small, beautifully dressed doll. Her eyes 
shone. She had never doubted! 
 
That parcel had been on the way for five whole months! Packed up by 
my former Sunday School Class, whose leader had heard and obeyed 
God’s prompting to send a hot water bottle, even to the equator, in 
answer to the believing prayer of a ten year old to bring it “that 
afternoon”. 
 

 
Before they call, I will answer! (Isaiah 65:24) 

 
 

With special thanks to Margaret Shaw  
for submitting this moving article for inclusion - Ed  
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Having spent a very hectic working life on the mainland, I returned to 
the island about 9 years ago. I used to say I would like to be an old 
crone on Arran – be careful of what you wish for!  I was born at the 
A.W.M.H. more years ago than I care to remember and had an idyllic 
childhood at Corrie. So as a member of Corrie church I continued to go 
there despite staying in Lamlash. However, with an ageing car I 
decided to forego the battles with the cyclists in the summer and the 
weather in the winter and it would be more sensible to attend Lamlash 
church. No reflection on Rev. Angus or Jean. Angus knows I miss the 
little island history lessons that he sneaks in with his sermons.                                                                                         
I have been made very welcome at Lamlash. Because of health 
reasons I don’t normally like to commit myself to things as I don’t like 
letting people down, but along came a breath of fresh air in the form of 
Reverend Lily McKinnon.  Her sermons over the Christmas period 
were humorous, heart-warming and thought provoking.                                                                                       
Alison asked if I would like to try bell ringing – what a good idea I 
thought! I remembered the first year back, walking down to the 
watchnight service, listening to the bells. At that point I hadn’t seen the 
stairs up, however, I am now enthusiastically trying out new tunes. 
Was told that my efforts were not appreciated by a dog tied up outside 
the Co-op but I like to think he was just singing in harmony. Don’t 
suppose anyone would care to donate to a stair lift?  :-)                                                                                                                                           
Singing, well I used to sing as a child at the Arran Musical Festival. 
Always took 2nd place to a boy with Brylcreem hair, ruffled shirt, kilt and 
dimples in his cheeks (you know who you are!!)  I did finally win the 
Helen Love cup on my last year as bless him – his voice had broken!  I 
have never sung in public since. So how did I join the singing group? 
Perhaps it was because it was to be just that, no pressure, mistakes 
are fun and with Rev. Lily’s humour combined with Graeme’s patience, 
the hour passes so quickly. Even if I don’t know the hymn I usually 
know the tune.                                                                                                                                                                      
I am now a member of the Guild and a Dementia Friend and guess 
what? Hey ho! We’re singing again. Rev. Lily promises more to come. 
Think she is a bit of a spiritual pied piper but she is “captain of our ship 
and all is well.” Anchors away! Bring it on Rev. Lily, but can I manage 
to keep a low profile? That remains to be seen.             

 
Jean A. Strachan 

 
 
 



We will print the winning entry as a card and sell it through the 
CrossReach Christmas Card & Calendar Collection 2016 catalogue and website.
The Winner will receive a certificate and a supply of their winning design
as printed Christmas Cards.

Competition Guidelines

Remember to write the name of the person or group who 
designed the card, age (if under age 16) and a contact person’s 
name, address and telephone number on the back of each entry.
While copyright of all entries remains with the entrants, by submitting an entry, each 
entrant agrees to grant an irrevocable, perpetual and worldwide licence to CrossReach 
Trading Ltd to use it for the purpose of their Christmas cards 
and any promotional material connected to that.

Closing date: Sunday 27th March 2016

Send your entry to:
Christmas Card Competition
CrossReach, 47 Milton Road East,
Edinburgh EH15 2SR

The card must be an original design, not copied from an existing 
copyrighted card or clip art

Submit your card design on a sheet of paper/card no larger than A3 size

Computer generated designs must be original and printed out as a hard copy

Textures, 3D effects or metallic colours can be difficult to reproduce in print 
so are best avoided

Feel free to include a Greeting and/or Bible verse in your design

If you wish your design returned, please make this clear to 
us and enclose an appropriate stamped addressed 
envelope for its return

Design a CrossReach
Christmas card for 2016

This competition is open to all supporters of CrossReach 
of any age.
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Correction – the Latin words for the Last Supper are Mandatum novum do vobis 
(Thank you Rev. Lily J - Ed) 
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Crossword (NIV) 
 

 
Clues Across 
1  Made from the fruit of the vine, symbol of the blood of Christ (4)  
3  ‘You are to set an ambush behind the city. Don’t go very far from it. 
All of you be on — — ’ (Joshua 8:4) (3,5)  
8  Seep (4) 
9  Celebrated by Jesus on the night of his betrayal (Luke 22:15) (8)  
11 One of the supposed sites of Christ’s burial place in Jerusalem 
(6,4)  
14 ‘A city on a hill — be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (6)  
15 He inherited Elijah’s mantle (2 Kings 2:12–13) (6)  
17 Where Jesus prayed ‘Not as I will, but as you will’ (Matthew 26:36, 
39) (10)  
20 ‘Only in his home town and in his — — is a prophet without honour’ 
(Matthew 13:57) (3,5) 
21 Sail (anag.) (4) 22 How Jesus was punished before his crucifixion 
(Matthew 27:26) (8)  
23 Eye sore (4) 
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Crossword Clues Down 
 
1  Can’t grow (anag.) (5,3)  
2  A servant girl to Peter, ‘You also were with that — , Jesus’ (Mark 
14:67) (8)  
4  Well-being (Proverbs 3:8) (6)  
5  Pentecostal denomination, — of God (10)  
6  One of the ‘obvious’ acts of the sinful nature (Galatians 5:19, 21) (4)  
7  ‘I preached that they should repent and — to God’ (Acts 26:20) (4)  
10 ‘ — — , the world will not see me any more, but you will see me’ 
(John 14:19) (6,4)  
12 He betrayed Jesus: Judas — (Luke 6:16) (8)  
13 Jesus to Peter: ‘ — — of my sheep’ (John 21:16) (4,4)  
16 The centurion said, ‘Surely this man was — — of God’ (Mark 15:39) 
(3,3)  
18 Baked bread (Mark 8:14) (4)  
19 ‘Blessing and honour, glory and power, be — Him’ (Handel’s 
Messiah) (4) 
 

 
Sudoku (Medium) 
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Dementia Friends : Alzheimer Scotland 

 

 
 
 

~~~ 
 

Skinnymalinks Arran 
 

The “Roll away a stone for Easter” campaign has been a 
huge success this year. At the start of January 50 people from 
across Arran registered with Alison knowing that all proceeds 
would be donated to Mary’s Meals. As with all New Year’s 
resolutions, some people have fallen by the way side, 
however, 7 weeks in and at the time of going to print, Arran 
Skinnymalinks have donated £886.50 which is enough to feed 
72 children for a whole school year.  
 
Marjorie McDougall very kindly created this fabulous 
certificate to be presented to the Skinnymalinks at the end of 
our eleven week journey – such wonderful artistic talent 
Marjorie, thank you! 
 
Huge thanks to Lamlash and Brodick Churches as well as 
Brèagha for use of their premises for weighing in each week! 
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Solutions 
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Editor’s Note 
 
I must start by thanking everyone for their 
wonderful contributions to this Spring 
Newsletter. A collaborative effort for our whole community to 
enjoy – great stuff!  
I am open to suggestions for any changes in content or 
format, so please feedback your ideas and I will try my best to 
incorporate them. Also, if anyone would like to be more 
involved, I would be delighted to share this role! 
 
Easter is approaching and I can’t believe it’s a year since 
Rev. Lily McKinnon answered her calling to Lamlash Parish 
Church - how lucky are we? Her vision, energy, enthusiasm, 
leadership and pastoral care is exceptional and very 
special. If you haven’t made it along to church on a 
Sunday morning, you don’t know what you’re 
missing. Please do come and join us – all are 
welcome.   Happy Easter!       Alison 
 
   

Music Matters  
 

 
 
 
Deadline for articles for the Summer Newsletter is Sunday 15th of May.  
E mail: alykay62@gmail.com 

 
SCO15072 
CCL285594 
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