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        John 8 v 12 
Dear Friends 
 
Here we are almost in the season of Advent! 
As Christians, we welcome this wonderful time of year as we 
wait again for the celebration of the coming of Godʼs gift of 
love to the world. 
 
In the midst of all the darkness in the world; persecution, 
terrorism, poverty, fear, illness, abuse, death, and all that 
sucks the life out of humanity, we can hold on to the steadfast 
words of our Saviour, 
  
“ I AM the LIGHT of the WORLD.”  
 
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has 
NEVER extinguished it. 
 
During the Sundays in Advent we light 4 
candles: 
Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, and on Christmas Day 
we light the 5th candle: Christ is born - Jesus 
our Saviour. He is born into a world in turmoil, 
then and now, and He is born into our lives. 
 
As I write this letter, Paris has just been devastated with 
indiscriminate bombings and shootings. Young 
people enjoying a night out, cut down, slain; 127 dead and 
many injured. No Christmas hope, peace, joy, love for them or 
their families. Friday 13th November 2015 forever will be 
stained in the memories of all who suffered at the hands of 
ISIS in the city of liberty, fraternity, equality.  
 
For so many the light has gone out. They have lost those 
they dearly love and life will never be the same again. 
Around the world, people are shocked and horrified that such 
brutality can still happen in civilised society. 
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Jesus promises us His light, the light of life. How Godʼs heart 
must ache at the inhumanity of humanity. How our Lord must 
weep at terror on the streets, ruthless killings in the name 
religion. 
 
Our Saviour was born in Bethlehem, born into occupied 
territory. His family fled as refugees to Egypt, only returning 
home when it was safe. Our Saviour knows what fear, pain, 
homelessness are like. On the cross His open arms are 
stretched to embrace all who will put their 
trust in Him, in Godʼs love, in Godʼs light of life. 
 
No matter how hard life gets for us, as a church and as 
individuals, no matter what we have been through, we are not 
alone. 
The Light of the World is ours. 
The Light of His love fills our day, and our night. We are His. 
Our baptism assures us that it is for us Jesus came into the 
world, to give up His life, to pass through death to life...for us! 
How blest we are! 
 
How great are our hope, our peace, our joy, our love! 
Advent is a time of excitement, of anticipation, of great 
expectation. What a celebration! Christ is coming afresh into 
our world, into our lives, into our hearts. How great is our God! 
Never greater than in the trials we face, the sadness we bear, 
the joy we find in Him. 
 
With love and prayers for you and your family. 
May you know the unfailing depth of Godʼs love this 
Christmas. 
May His light shine on you and yours. 
 
It is a great privilege and delight to be your minister. 

           
Lily 
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Lord God, we thank you for Christmas and its message of how, in 
Jesus Christ, you came to live with us and die for us. 
 
This Christmas, we pray for those people who, having once known 
what Christmas means, have forgotten it. May they recover its truth. 
 
This Christmas, we pray for those people who have never known what 
Christmas means. May they discover its truth. 
 
This Christmas, we pray for those of us who know Jesus, that we 
would, by our living and speaking, uncover its truth for others. 
            
        Amen. 
 
 
Sing a Song of Jesus (Tune: Sing a song of sixpence) 
 
Sing a song of Jesus, the baby in the hay. 
We celebrate his birthday each year on Christmas Day. 
His mother and his father looked down at him with joy, 
So proud to be the parents of this special baby boy. 
 
Sing a song of Jesus, the shepherds left their sheep. 
The sound of angels’ voices had wakened them from sleep. 
Their song gave them the message a holy child was born 
And so they ran to welcome him on that first Christmas morn. 
 
Sing a song of Jesus, the wise men travelled far. 
The winding way they followed was guided by a star. 
They found the special baby their prophecies had told 
And laid their gifts before him, frankincense and myrrh and gold. 
 
Sing a song of Jesus who grew to be a man 
And told us in his stories how he became God’s plan 
To bring his love to people, his help and healing too, 
And show us by the way he lived, the things that we should do. 
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Baptisms:  
Jesus said: “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”     

      Mark 10,14 
 
 

Sophie Myrin Scott   born 11 March 2015 
 

*** 
 
 
Deaths:  
“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God”       

       Isaiah 40, 1 
Sheena Ferris 
Tom Sheldon 
Bill Bowden 

We remember these families in our prayers. 
 
 
 

*** 
 
 

Trust Housing, McKelvie Road 
 
 

There is a short service of worship held at 3pm in the 
lounge of Trust Housing on the  2nd Sunday of each 
month. 
Please join with the folks who reside there for this very 
relaxed sharing of the word of God. 
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Vestibule Viewing 
                        

Beware of editors masquerading as bell ringing buddies! 
 
As a result of the above along with a casual remark made regarding my complete 
lack of observational skills with regard to the varied literature on display in the 
vestibule I have been tasked with sharing this with you through the pages of the 
church newsletter.  
Do any of you, like me, find yourself arriving at church acknowledging receipt of 
your hymnbook along with an intimation sheet and a cheery greeting from those on 
door duty before making your way to your seat without so much as a quick glance 
as to what is available in the vestibule? 
 
Similarly, on my way out I can again be guilty of becoming engrossed in 
conversation with someone, intent on proceeding to congratulate Lily on yet 
another excellent service or rushing to get home to prepare the lunch that I just do 
not see all the leaflets, booklets, posters and information on the notice boards.  
Here are some examples of what I found today - there is surely something here for 
everyone! 
 
      The Bible Society Literature:  Our Daily Bread  
                                                   Read and Pray Around the World 
                                                   Brit ish Resource Catalogue 
                                                   Where to look in the Bible 
                                                   Making a Difference 
                                           
         Collection boxes: Give the Gift of the Word 
 
         Mary's Meals: Magazines, Leaflets and Collection Boxes  
 
         Vocations Conference:  information and registry details. 
 
         The Church of Scotland: World Mission Council Booklets. 
            
         Nicky Gumbel: Why Jesus? 
     
         Donor Card Registration Forms 
               
         Contact the Elderly Information Leaflets  
 
         Food Bank Appeal, Shoebox Appeal, Used Stamps Appeal   
 
 
 
So next week, why not stop and take a look, who knows what you might find! 
                  
         Dorothy Boyle 
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Door Duty 
 6  December  David Oakes Joyce Walker 
13 December John Houston Ken Barclay 
20 December Mick Cannon Vivienne Haigh 
27 December Mary Mackenzie Peter MacKay 
  3 January  Laurie Campbell Fiona MacGilchrist 
10 January David Oakes Joyce Walker 
17 January John Houston Ken Barclay 
24 January Mick Cannon Vivienne Haigh 
31 January Mary Mackenzie Peter MacKay 
7 February Laurie Campbell Fiona MacGilchrist 
14 February David Oakes Joyce Walker 
21 February John Houston Ken Barclay 
28 February Mick Cannon Vivienne Haigh 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Flowers 
6  December Mrs M Fowler 
13 December Mrs I Gibson 
20 December Holly 
27 December Mrs S Noteman 
  3 January Mrs A Hutchieson 
10 January Mrs V Haigh 
17 January Service of Christian Unity 
24 January Mrs M McArthur 
31 January Mrs H Crawford 
7 February Ms L Lockhart 
14 February Mrs I Cannon 
21 February Mrs C Watson 
28 February Mrs A Sloss 
 
 
Please contact Mary Mackenzie (Tel: 700220) if you would like to join the rota or 
could help deliver the flowers. 
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The Singing Group 
  
Sometimes when something works, you just have to 
smile. Certainly the group, which meets in Lamlash 
Church Hall on Wednesdays (5-6 pm), generates 
more than a few smiles. It is not a choir, although 
some of the singers are pretty good, but in learning 
new hymns and developing new ways of using 
music in the service, the group has made a 
significant difference to Sunday praise. 
 
We have been able to support the singing in church in a variety of 
ways - thinking about the words, working out tunes and the best way to 
sing them. We are not even a definable group and contributors come 
when it suits them. You donʼt even have to think of yourself as a singer. 
Often just by thinking about what we do with the music makes a 
difference. 
 
How we develop in the future, will be worked out by the group but there 
are many different ways we can transform the music in church. We 
could even add instruments and encourage players to join in. We have 
already made a difference and would really welcome more 
participants. So if you would like to support us and put a smile on your 
face, drop in one Wednesday and see for yourself. 
       Graeme McKinnon 

  A wee note from our church Organ 
 
I had me 80th birthday last year – at least I know I was born in 1934 but 
I have been so preoccupied with singing for you all that I have 
forgotten the actual date I was baptised.  
 
I remember there was a great fuss and celebration when I was 
commissioned – everyone came to hear me sing and to sing with me. 
 
I wonder if anyone knows the actual date of my baptism? It must be 
recorded somewhere? 
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WINTER  COFFEE  MORNINGS.  
 
These have been generally well attended. Takings 
so far have compared well with last year. 
Thanks once again to all helpers and stallholders. 
You are doing a great job. Very recently a lady said 
she was missing the weekly ones and asked when 
we are having the next. It will be on Wednesday 
2nd December. Do come along, bring a friend and 
enjoy a chat, a coffee / tea and a cake. 
 
(+ Dates for your new diary: 6 January & 3 February 2016) 
 
 
 
MARY’S MEALS 
 
 
 
Many thanks for several generous 
donations and boxes which we 
have already received. Please 
remember, SUNDAY, 
13  DECEMBER  is the final date 
to hand in your contribution in order 
to take advantage of the 
government pledge to DOUBLE 
 YOUR  MONEY. 
 
£12-20 feeds and educates a child 
in a desperately poor country for a whole year.  
 
The donations or boxes (filled or part filled) can be handed in to me, 
Alison Page or Ian Watt. 
 
Thank you all for your generosity. 
             

 
       
 Maureen Oakes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

 
 
Foodbanks 
 
Thank you for all your donations to the Foodbank this year. 
 
In October, The Rev Dr Martin Johnstone, secretary of the Church and 
Society Council, was appointed chair of an influential group which will 
identify issues that push people into food poverty and come up with 
ideas to tackle the problem. 
 
"UK Government welfare cuts and benefit sanctions have continually 
pushed more and more people into food poverty and increased the 
demand and number of food banks in Scotland," he added "By bringing 
together a range of experts who support people in food poverty we 
hope the group will come up with a food strategy that will reduce the 
need for foodbanks over time.” 
 
The working group comprises of representatives from the Poverty 
Truth Commission, Fareshare, Nourish, Oxfam, Poverty Alliance, 
Trussell Trust, Big Lottery, STV Appeal, The Robertson Trust, The 
Hunter Foundation, Bridging the Gap, local government and the Food 
Commission. 
 
"The group are clear that at the heart of any meaningful work we will 
undertake, we need to have the experiences and wisdom of people 
who are themselves struggling against food poverty." 
 
Social Justice Secretary Alex Neil said it was "heart breaking" that 
anyone should be left hungry and unable to afford to feed their families 
in a country as prosperous as Scotland. 
(Read more about this on the Church of Scotland webpages. – Ed) 
 
Families on Arran and in North Ayrshire continue to benefit from your 
generous donations. 
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A lot has happened since the last 
newsletter. Thanks to everyone 
who answered all my questions, 
and filled up new forms to get the 

Gift Aid information up to date.  I have been able to successfully make 
a claim to HMRC for your Gift Aid offerings and money in the collection 
plate on Sundays for the 2013/14 and 2014/15 tax years.  
 
A wonderful total of £9519.07 extra, has now been paid into the church 
account. £6990.88 is for the Gift Aid donations. This is from the 
taxpayers amongst us who have completed a Gift Aid form, and comes 
from your Freewill Offering envelopes, cheques and Standing 
Order/Faster payments with the bank. 
 
£2500 is 25% extra of the total money in the normal Sunday collection 
plate. GASDS is the new scheme which allows charities like us to 
count the money in the plate, up to £20 note maximum individual 
donation, and claim the tax back. 
The other £28.19 was interest. 
 
Thank you all. This has been a joint effort which I couldn’t have done 
on my own. My next claim will also include any anonymous donations, 
which have been put in the Gift Aid tin at the coffee mornings. 
      
     Lindsey Marr, Gift Aid Convenor 
 
 
 
Finance Report 
 
Income from Plate and Freewil l  Offering 
  
August 2015 £932 
September 2015 £1058 
October 2015 £983 
 
     Alison Armstrong, Treasurer 
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RESURFACING 
 
A quote has been received from Hamilton Tarmac for the complete 
resurfacing of the parking area outside the church hall. This is in 
excess of £10,000, which has been regarded by an external reliable 
source as not unreasonable. We hope to have the work done before 
too long. 
 
I’m sure that by now, you’re saying to yourself  ‘Here comes the plea 
for money’, but not so; the Gift Aid money Lindsey Marr has 
successfully claimed back from HMRC had not been earmarked for 
any specific purpose and so it will go a long way to paying for the 
resurfacing. 
 
This allows me to say two things; firstly, the value of Gift Aid can’t be 
overestimated, and secondly, if any of you who pay income tax and 
have not ‘signed up’ for Gift Aid yet, please talk to Lindsey about doing 
so – it’s money you’ve already paid as income tax! 
Even if you’re not a UK taxpayer, you can still help, since the Church 
can claim back on donations in the Sunday Plate up to a £20 note, 
under the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme (GASDS)   
          
       Ian Watt, Session Clerk 
 
 
 
 
Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 
 
Joyce Walker and Mary Mackenzie made a fab job of 
organising the Shoebox appeal this year. They wish to 
thank everyone for their generous donations. Well done 
folks, Mary and Joyce are pleased to report that despite, 
the difficult economic climate, the number of boxes sent off 
was up on the total last year!  
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World Mission 
 
By the time you read this Christmas will be nearly upon us, with all 
the activities this entails, as we prepare to celebrate it’s true 
meaning.  We can be thankful that most Arran people are able to 
do this in comfort, with a roof over our heads. 
 
The last newsletter featured the devastation caused by the floods and droughts 
brought about by climate change, and other natural disasters, which have made 
thousands of people homeless and having lost the few possessions they once had. 
Add to this the migrant situation and there are so very many people feel there is 
nothing to celebrate. Please pray for them and put your trust in God – He can 
perform miracles. 
 
Also in the letter you have read that the World Mission Council, in partnership with 
the United Mission to Nepal, is challenging every presbytery to raise £500 or more 
“to build a house” in Nepal, in a three year project for redevelopment after the huge 
earthquake last April. Maybe we could contribute in some way? If anyone has ANY 
good ideas please make them known. 
 
As you know the 2015 Stamp Appeal is in aid of the Church of Scotland HIV 
Programme, which supports 29 projects in 17 countries.  There is still 
no cure for HIV/AIDS and not everyone can access retroviral 
treatment, so the disease is still a big problem in certain parts of the 
world. 
 
World Aids Day is on December 1st, please pray, and keep saving 
your used postage stamps for this good cause. 
 
     Monica Tweeddale 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
The Faith Development Group has replaced the Prayer Group, 
and includes a time of prayer for all manner of things, and individuals 
who are on our hearts. The group has grown and is very friendly and 
relaxed, and is open to everyone – please join us! 
 
We hear of so many instances of God’s answers to our prayers – the 
growth of the group for one – so please join us in prayer even if you are 
unable to be present. It is important.   
         Monica 
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The Guild Dedication Service on Sunday 18 October introduced our new three 
year strategy “ Be Bold, be Strong” with our theme for the first year being“ “Go 
in Peace”. We were delighted to have the Rev. Lily leading our worship and 
setting the tone for the next three years, encouraging us to be confident and 
courageous in tackling the tasks ahead of us. Guild members assisted during the 
service, having chosen the hymns, reading, helping with prayers and stewarding 
the Church. Guild members stood to reaffirm their dedication to faithfully serve the 
Lord while allowing members of the congregation the opportunity to make their 
own dedications. 
 
Lily joined us as our speaker for the first Guild meeting of the year, taking a further 
look at our new strategy. As well as this she gave us an interesting and humorous 
resume of her life and career so far, assuring us that there is still lots more to 
come! As always, tea and biscuits led to further fellowship and gave Lily the 
chance to meet and get to know more Guild members and the afternoon was 
enjoyed by everyone present. 
 
Many thanks to Margaret who sent the following report after her visit to the Caird 
Hall, Dundee:-  
   
“It was a privilege for me to attend the Annual Gathering of the Guild in the 
Caird Hall Dundee on 5th September and as always a great inspiration to be part of 
such a large assembly of Guild members from many parts of Scotland. The Guild’s 
new three year strategy for 2015-18 is ‘Be Bold, be Strong’ and the theme for 
2015/16 is ‘Go in Peace’. The Right Rev. Angus Morrison, Moderator of the 
General Assembly spoke of Shalom, Peace, the spirit of the Guild, and 
emphasised that peace is not the absence of storm but the presence of God within 
the storm. ”Blessed are the peacemakers”. Rev. John McMahon, head of Spiritual 
& Pastoral Care at West London Mental Health Trust spoke of the ever-developing 
concerns of mental health and comparisons were made between physical & 
mental health, good, bad and indifferent.  
Both are equal. John shared with us experiences of his connection & work as a 
psychiatric chaplain at Broadmoor Hospital, one of only four high-secure hospitals 
in the UK, and made reference to some of the famous/infamous patients residing 
there. “Are the walls built for the protection of the public or to make the patients 
feel safe?!”                                                                                                                                            
The work of Mary Slessor, born in Aberdeen, a daughter of Dundee and 
missionary to the mission where Mary died almost 100 years ago were narrated. 
All Guilds were asked to support one or two of the six projects chosen by the Guild 
Project Partnership Scheme established in 1997. Lamlash have voted to support 
the Ascension Trust-Street Pastors and Feed the Minds- Breaking the cycle of 
FGM which is rife in Kenya but according to the World Health Organisation also 
takes place in 29 other countries including the UK. 
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The hymn “Go in grace and make disciples” 
followed by saying the Grace together finished 
another memorable Gathering which shows the 
power of this great organisation, the faith held and 
the spirit shared.” 
       
 Margaret Fowler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tuesday 3 November we were pleased to welcome Fiona Henderson, an 
excellent speaker from Lochranza. Fiona had recently visited Krakow in South 
Poland. Her trip included a visit to the notorious concentration camp Auschwitz. In 
view of the topic we had several members who had strong feelings about the 
subject but many came to listen and felt that Fiona dealt with it in a moving and 
sensitive way – a firm but timely reminder of our duty to do all we can to prevent 
such a thing ever happening again! Fiona described Krakow as a beautiful city and 
gave us lots of interesting facts about that and the nearby salt mines and was 
happy to answer many questions over tea. 
 
So far, our meetings have been well supported with a few new members and one 
or two visitors – we continue to welcome anyone, anytime. 
                                             
“We will be BOLD. We will be STRONG. But we will be these things in a Spirit 
of PEACE, JOY and LOVE” 
 
 
 
 
Dates for your diary: 
 
Tues.1 Dec: Christmas with the Guild 
Wed.16 Dec:  Guild Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy 
Tues.5 Jan 2016: DIY at Kirkcare 
Tues.19 Jan:  Fiona Laing, Defibrillators 
Tues. 2 Feb:   Community Nursing  
 
 
 
 
Vivienne Haigh, Guild President 
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The shona word for Grandmother, but she doesn’t  
need to actually be related to you,  
anyone can be your Gogo! 

 

 
 
“Hope is an olive leaf – evidence of dry land after a flood.   
Proof to the dreamer that dreaming is worth the risk.”  
 Max Lucado – ‘A Life Worth Giving’ 
 

 

 
To join or be joined together closely. 
 

 
To trust or believe. 
 

 
The shona word for friend, a person attached to another  
by affection and respect. 

 
 
I first read about Gogo Olive in Life and Work magazine and looked 
them up on-line. http://www.gogo-olive.com 
 
It started as a simple vision of a group of women singing and laughing 
together while creating things with their hands – this vision is fulfilled 
every time they meet together!  Julie Hagan from Orkney was living in 
Zimbabwe working alongside a local Church and kept meeting with 
ladies who were making beautiful products but with no way of 
marketing them or knowing what would sell well outside of Zimbabwe.  
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Gogo Olive was set up in late 2008 as a response to the huge 
unemployment problem in Zimbabwe (it currently stands at around 97%), at 
a time when conditions in the country were particularly difficult.  As well as 
creating employment for local women the aim is to give them hope as they 
have the opportunity to use their craft skills to build a future for themselves 
and their families.  Their vision is to enable Zimbabwean women to journey 
into the fullness of life for which God created them. 
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OH HEAR US WHEN WE CRY TO THEE………… 
 
Over the centuries, hundreds of Arran men made their livings from the 
sea as fishermen, or by serving in the merchant and royal navies.  
Scores of them lost their lives at sea, or died from illness or injury in 
foreign parts.  Many of these are commemorated on family memorials 
in Kilbride Cemetery, and one such tragedy is recorded in particularly 
poignant detail. 
 
(from ‘The Scotsman’, 24th February, 1870) 
CLYDE SHIPMASTER DROWNED 
“On Wednesday morning the brig Glaucus, one of Messrs J & W Stewart’s 
Greenock and Newfoundland traders, put back from sea, having lost the master, 
Captain Thomas Todd Smith.  The Glaucus had been about two months at sea, 
having sailed from Greenock on the 25th December for St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
when she encountered terrific weather, and had to put about.  She was running 
under bare poles, and without a stitch of canvas set, when a heavy sea swept over 
her and filled her deck fore and aft.  Captain Smith, who at the time was standing 
on deck trying to take an observation of the sun, was washed overboard.  He was 
last seen about fifty feet astern of the vessel, floating in an erect position, his 
quadrant still being in his hand.  His oilskin was evidently buoying him up.  No 
efforts could be made to save him, as to have put the ship about in such a terrible 
sea would have been certain destruction to all on board.  The mate, Mr Alexander 
McMillan brought the vessel home.” 
 
Thomas Smith was born at Arranton, Lamlash in 1834, and was one of 
a family of ten.  His father, George Smith had moved to Arran from 
Kilmaurs – initially working as a ploughman, then as a gardener, 
probably in the grounds of the Whitehouse, which was occupied at the 
time by John Paterson, Factor to the Duke of Hamilton.  Sometime 
after 1851, Thomas went to sea, rose to the position of First Mate, and 
took over his first command in December 1869. The Glaucus was not 
an old vessel – constructed in 1858 – but to send a two-masted sailing 
brig - laden with iron and other goods – across the North Atlantic in the 
middle of winter was courting disaster, which duly occurred.  In fact, 
the ship only managed to turn back towards Scotland after the crew 
jettisoned the iron cargo, which had worked loose and was damaging 
the hull of the ship. 
 
It seems likely that Thomas Smith had a hand in selecting his crew of 
12, since at least four of them also came from Arran.  His First Mate, 
Alexander MacMillan was born at Clachurin – now known as Lochranza 
– in 1841.  According to the baptismal record his parents were 
Archibald Macmillan and his wife Elizabeth Hendry.  The Macmillans 
are a difficult clan to follow as there were so many of them, especially 
in North Arran, but Alexander comes back into view in the 1861 
Census, when he was serving as Mate on the coastal smack Castle 
Green of Irvine under Captain Daniel Macmillan (from Sannox, and 
quite possibly a relative), and with Archibald Robertson and John Kerr 
(both from Arran).  In 1869, the Arran connections were to be 



 22 

continued aboard the Glaucus, but after his return to Greenock we lose 
sight of him, and he too may have perished at sea or died abroad 
unrecorded by the official registration process. 
 
Bosun & 2nd Mate was Thomas Stewart, aged 30.  He was born at 
Knockenkelly, his father, Alexander, being a farmer of 8 acres 
according to the 1851 Census.  Thomas had left home for a seafaring 
life by 1861, and after the Glaucus, he is next recorded being married 
to Margaret McKelvie of King’s Cross. The ceremony took place at 
Tradeston, Glasgow in late September 1870, possibly because of 
where his ship was berthed, and perhaps because their son Alexander 
was born on 3rd January 1871. He had left the sea by 1881, by which 
time he was residing at Hazel Bank, Knockenkelly, with his wife, three 
children and his mother.  Thomas had obviously taken over his father’s 
farm, although his death certificate – at the early age of 48 – describes 
him as Master Mariner. 
 
William Leitch was Steward & Seaman, making his maiden voyage on 
the ill-fated trip.  He was born and raised at Nicol Street, Lamlash - a 
row of thatched cottages, now long-since demolished, on the road to 
Benlister.  His father and two elder brothers were all fishermen, so it 
was perhaps inevitable that he would go to sea, signing up for the 
Glaucus at the age of 22.  Following this trip, he too vanishes from the 
records for whatever reason. 
   
The Carpenter & Seaman aboard the Glaucus was Alexander Hamilton 
from Dereneneach, where his father was a sheep farmer.  Having left 
home at the age of 14, he would then have served an apprenticeship, 
and then gained some seagoing experience before signing up for the 
voyage which may have deterred him from any further seafaring 
career.  The 1871 Census shows that he was living at No.2 South 
Street, Whiteinch in Glasgow – an area dominated by shipbuilding.  
The tenement flat, which had two rooms with windows, was occupied 
by James Finlay (Ship Joiner), his wife and three children, plus three 
boarders – including Alexander – who were Ship Carpenters.  At some 
point afterwards, possibly on the death of his father, he returned to 
take over the farm at Dereneach, where he died unmarried in 1917. 
 
The Smith family memorial lies in J section of the cemetery, 
immediately behind the ruins of the old Kilbride Chapel. 
          Iain Auld 
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Crossword Clues Across  (NIV Bible) 
1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  
4  ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a 
tent to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)  
7  What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s 
ark (Genesis 8:11) (4)  
8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  
9  Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon 
(Jeremiah 52:11) (8)  
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)  
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and 
Zophar the Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)  
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1) 
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)  
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  
25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with 
Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (4)  
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)  
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 
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Crossword Clues Down 
1  Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)  
2  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)  
3  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 
11:25) (5)  
4  A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church 
(5)  
5  One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second 
journey to Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)  
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and 
believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2)  
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)  
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you 
care for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)  
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)  
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad  
(1 Kings 15:20) (4)  
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)  
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to 
wash (2 Kings 5:12) (5)  
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) 
(5)  
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)  
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4) 
 
Maze 
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Good King Wenceslas phoned the Lamlash 
Bay for a pizza.  
The waitress asked him:-  
'Do you want your usual?   
Deep pan, crisp and even?' 
 
and  here’s one for our wonderful Cams… 
 
What is a webmaster's favourite hymn?   
 
Oh, dot com all ye faithful!  
 
 
 
How to get to Heaven from Scotland 
 
A Sunday School teacher from Glasgow was testing her class to see if 
they understood the concept of getting in to 
heaven. 
 
 
 
She asked them 
“If I sold my house and my car,  
had a big jumble sale and gave all my  
money to the church, would that get me into heaven?” 
 
“NO” the children answered. 
 
“If I cleaned the church every day and kept the grass neat and tidy, 
would that get me into heaven?” 
 
Again, the answer was “NO.” 
 
Well then, if I was kind to animals and gave sweets to all the children, 
and loved my friends, would that get me into heaven?” 
 
Again, they all answered “NO.” 
 
She said, “then how can I get into heaven?” 
 
A six year old boy shouted…… 
 
“Yuv got to be deid”          
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Take time for 10 things 
 
1 Take time for Work -  
   it is the price of success. 
 
2 Take time to Think – 
   it is the source of power. 
 
3  Take time to Play – 
   it is the secret of youth. 
 
4 Take time to Read -        
  it is the foundation of knowledge. 
 
5 Take time to Worship -       
  it is the highway of reverence and     
 washes the dust of earth from our eyes. 
 
6 Take time to Help and Enjoy Friends -    
  it is the source of happiness. 
 
7 Take time to Love -        
  it is the one sacrament of life. 
 
8 Take time to Dream -        
  it hitches the soul to the stars. 
 
9 Take time to Laugh –  
   it is the singing that helps with life’s loads. 
 
10 Take time to Plan –  
   it is the secret of being able to have time  
   to take time for the first nine things. 
 
 
(Source: Nokomis Hospital Auxiliary Cook Book – thanks MM – Ed) 
 
 
 



 27 

 
 
Wordsearch : Silent Night 
 
This much-loved carol comes from Austria, where it was first sung as Stille Nacht, 
heilige Nacht on Christmas Eve, 1818.  It was written by Father Joseph Mohr, a 
young priest at St Nicholas parish church, in the village of Oberndorf bei Salzburg. 
As Christmas 1818 approached, he asked the local schoolmaster, Franz Xaver 
Gruber, to compose a melody for his carol.   
 
Gruber was organist in the nearby village of Arnsdorf, and so was happy to oblige.  
On Christmas Eve they presented the carol to the church during the midnight 
mass.  The carol went on to become loved world-wide; and the version sung by 
Bing Crosby is the third best-selling single of all time.    
 
 

 
 
Silent   
Night 
Loved 
Carol 
Austria 
 
First  
Sung 
Stille 
Nacht 
Heilige 
 
Christmas 
Eve  
Father 
Joseph 
Mohr 
 
Young  
Priest 
Organist 
Midnight 
Mass 
 
Melody 
Single 
Bing 
Version 
Third 
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Editor’s Note 
 

At the time of going to print, I have just heard 
the wonderful news of the safe arrival into the 

world of Dylan, Lily and Graeme’s new 
grandson. Sending our love, prayers and best 

wishes to all the family. 
 
Lamlash church is thriving and it’s such a joy to 
be part of this growth. Personally, I am 
particularly enjoying bell-ringing and being a  
member of the new singing group. Having not 

been in any group/choir since I was at school, I am finding the 
sessions really uplifting – do come along, you don’t have to audition or 
sing any solos!! 
 
I hope you enjoy reading this Winter edition of the Church Newsletter. 
If you don’t already do so, please take a copy to hand in to your 
neighbours. Feedback is always welcome as are any articles or ideas 
for inclusion.  
 
Wishing you a peaceful Christmas and good health to enjoy 2016! 
 
         Alison 
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Carol singing at the Co op 
Saturday, 12th December 

12 Noon 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Eve Services 

 
Kilmory    9 pm 

 
Lamlash 11.30 pm 

 
Christmas Morning Services 

 
Lamlash  10 am 

 
Kilmory    11.30 am 

 
~~~ 

  
Christian Unity Service  

 
Sunday 17th January 2016  

 
Time:12 Noon  

 
Place: St Molios, Shiskine 

  
Preacher: Rev. Lily McKinnon 
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Recipe for Christmas All Year Long 

 
Take a heap of child-like wonder 

That opens up our eyes 
To the unexpected gifts in life – 

Each day a sweet surprise. 
Mix in fond appreciation 

For the people whom we know; 
Like festive Christmas candles, 

Each one has a special glow. 
Add some giggles and some laughter, 

A dash of Christmas good, 
(Amazing how a piece of pie 

Improves our attitude!) 
Stir it all with human kindness; 

Wrap it up in love and peace, 
Decorated with optimism, and 

Our joy will never cease. 
If we use this healthy recipe, 
We know we will remember 

To be in the Christmas spirit 
Even when it’s not December. 

 
      

   By  Joanna Fuchs 
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