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Lamlash Church Contact List                         !    
 
The Manse   Rev. Lily McKinnon   600047 

       " lily.mckinnon@yahoo.co.uk 
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Gift Aid Convenor   Lyndsey Marr   600058 
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Committee Convenor  Vivienne Haigh         600092 
 
Fabric/Property 
Committee Convenor  John Houston    600245 
 
Church Flowers                Mary Mackenzie  700220 
 
The Guild             Vivienne Haigh         600092 
 
World Mission+   Monica Tweeddale    600663 
Prayer Group    Margaret Fowler  600675 
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      Alison Page   600963 
 
Cool Club     Ian Watt    600382 
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Coffee Morning Convenor        Maureen Oakes         600279  
 
Newsletter Editor   Alison Page   600963           

       " alykay62@gmail.com 
 
Church Webmaster   Cams Campbell via e mail 
                " cams.campbell@gmail.com 
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Dear Friends 
 
I can’t believe I have been here 5 months!   How quickly time flies when we 
are enjoying ourselves! 
Graeme is now here permanently and has started in the Music Department 
at the High School. The manse has quickly become our home and we are 
enjoying the garden. Now one of our sons, Daniel, and his wife, Marie, have 
also moved to Lamlash!  We are all loving island life.  

“Those who trust in the Lord  
 for help will find their strength renewed. 
They will rise on wings like eagles;        
 they will run and not get weary;  
 they will walk and not grow weak.”   
              

          Isaiah 40:31 

These words have always been key for me in my personal life and in my 
ministry, especially as I grow older, and weary faster!    God never fails to 
surprise me and bringing us to Arran was a big surprise!   God shares the 
fun and excitement of our life and He shares the down days.  He sticks with 
us and there is always His light to guide us, to comfort us, to encourage us.  
As we enter a new session in our church life, I am looking forward to setting 
some things in motion.                      
 
Do you sometimes struggle to read your Bible with understanding?  Do you 
sometimes feel you are on your own in your life of faith? 
If you are interested in exploring more of what God has to say to us, think 
about being part of our new Faith Development Group.  It is hoped to begin 
this in September and to spend some time together sharing our faith, our 
hopes, our doubts, our questions, and supporting one another as we 
discover where God might be taking us on our journey with Him in Lamlash 
Church and community. 
 
This will be a very informal group, meeting fortnightly or monthly,   
spending time together exploring topics chosen by the group.   It will  
centre on life,  and be relevant  no matter what stage we are at; old,  
young, in-between; new to christian life or a seasoned campaigner!   

If you are housebound and want to share in this time together, please think 
about offering your home for us to meet there.  No one needs to feel left out.  
This group is for everyone: old young, mobile or not, with faith or without. 
The first step is to express an interest.  Once I know this, we can look at 
suitable times and places for meeting.  Please use the form in this magazine 
to let me know what suits you. 

I am also looking into the possibility of opening our doors to those with 
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Dementia and their carers.  A safe haven to have a cuppa, a chat, a 
singsong, while enabling hard pressed carers a time to relax and feel less 
isolated.  Watch this space! 

From September, the last Sunday of every month will be a Praise Service, 
where we can sing old favourites and learn new hymns.  This will be for all 
ages and will, hopefully, encourage people to participate in a variety of 
ways.  It will be an ideal opportunity to invite your friends and neighbours to 
church ‘ not as they know it ’ !!!  The first of these will be on 27th September 
and the theme will be Harvest. 

I could go on about outreach and raising the profile of the church in the 
community but I don’t want to overload you with my ideas!  I want to hear 
YOUR ideas.  To help disseminate these and enable them to happen, a 
Focus Group will be set up.   As the name suggests, this group will focus on 
social events that can be open to the whole community.   

As you think and pray about these matters,  may you know God`s love 
surrounding you, supporting you.  May you know the prayers and friendship 
of this congregation and may you be assured that you  
matter.  You are a vital part of this church family...a family that God is 
binding together in uplifting ways. 

 

With love and prayers, 

Your very privileged minister,  

  Lily 
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New Members 
 

 
 
 
 

We welcome the following to our Church Family: 
Dorothy Boyle  
Anne Ferguson 

Katie Hollingsworth  
Helen How 

Julia Le Masurier 
Shiona McGarrigle 
Graeme McKinnon 

Lily McKinnon 
Linsay Scott 

 
 
 
Baptisms 
 
 
Jesus said: “I assure you that whoever does not receive the Kingdom of God like 
a child will never enter it.” Then He took the children in His arms, placed His 
hands on each of them, and blessed them.      Mark 10  v 15 - 16 
 

 
 

Robert Stuart McArthur – born 19January 2014 
Lennon Peter Hollingsworth – born 6 November 2014 
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Deaths: 
 
His Lord said unto him “Well done, thou good and faithful servant… 
enter then into the joy of thy Lord”    Matthew 15 v 21 
 
We remember these families in our prayers 

 
Ian MacPherson 
Christine Young 
Eddie Cannon 
Pat McMillan 

 
~~~ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Almighty God, give us wisdom to perceive you, 
intelligence to understand you, 
diligence to seek you, 
patience to wait for you, 
vision to behold you, 
a heart to meditate upon you, 
a life to proclaim you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
AMEN.  
 
St. Benedict (ca. 480-550).   
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2nd Timothy 1, 8 - 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
“Do not be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord, nor of me his 
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel in the power of God, 
who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not in virtue of our 
works but in virtue of his own purpose and the grace which he gave 
us in Christ Jesus ages ago, and now has manifested through the 
appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel”.     

~~~ 
 
 

Trust Housing , McKelvie Road 
 
There is a short service of worship held at 3pm in 
the lounge of Trust Housing 
on the second Sunday of each month. 
 
Please join with the folks who reside there for 
this very relaxed sharing  
of the word of God. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Finance Report   - Alison Armstrong (Church Treasurer) 
 

Month Plate & Freewill Envelopes Standing Orders 
May £1309 £631 
June £1159 £701 
July £1407 £701 
Total £3875 £2033 

 
 
 
 



 9 

  
 
 
 

 
 

Our Church and Gift Aid 
 
 
 
All charities in the UK are trying various ways to raise money and 
Lamlash Church is no different. 
We are small, but the community spirit is huge! We have an 
enthusiastic new minister. Our coffee mornings are always popular. 
The collection plates raise valuable funds. Our church hall is being 
used on a regular basis. All important funds to enable our church to 
flourish. 
 
But, do you know that the taxman has also become our friend? The 
rules since 2013 have been relaxed and we are able to claim more 
back for every £ that we donate. 
Perhaps you are already aware of Gift Aid which enables charities 
like ourselves to claim back 25p in every £? 
 
If you are a UK Taxpayer, all you need to do is complete a gift aid 
declaration form and gift the money to the church either by: 
 

# Standing Order via your bank 
# Freewill Offering Envelope 
# Collection Plate 

 
 
Please do remember if you have completed Gift Aid forms for other 
charities, the total amount you have “Gift Aided” across ALL your 
charities cannot exceed the amount of tax you are paying in any one 
financial year. We only need to know if your circumstances change. 
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Gift Aid Small Donation Scheme 
 
But, did you know that all other money in the collection plate on a 
Sunday can also be claimed back under a new scheme called Gift Aid 
Small Donation Scheme (GASDS)? 
 
All donations in the plate up to a £20 note, less amounts already 
promised under the normal Gift Aid Scheme, can be increased by us 
also claiming back 25p in the £. HMRC accepts these amounts as 
anonymous donations. 
 
This is great news for a small church like ourselves and is very much 
appreciated. Any extra helps whilst we face constant financial 
pressures.  
 
Our Treasurer’s job is vast and I have been tasked with working with 
HMRC on the church’s behalf to claim back all taxes due through the 
Gift Aid Scheme. This will ensure that every penny you are donating 
to Lamlash Church is being used to its full potential. 
There are time limits and the clock is ticking  - we do not wish to 
lose this extra income and I must have the official paperwork up-to-
date. 
 
In the near future, either myself, or your church elder will be 
contacting you to ensure (where appropriate) Gift Aid forms are 
signed and up-to-date. Please bear with us and I apologise in advance 
if we are bothering you again. 
 
Leaflets are available at the front door of the church but please 
don’t hesitate to contact me direct, or via your Elder, if you would 
like any further information. 

            
 
 Lindsey Marr  (Gift Aid Convenor) 
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 Door Duty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
As most of you will know, the Church has been open for two hours 
every weekday morning from the beginning of May to the end of 
August. Although visitors are few, they show an interest in the 
Church and are invariably interesting to chat with.  A big 'thank you' 
to the volunteers who did the 'Open Church' duties during these 
months, welcoming the visitors and thereby raising the profile of the 
Church. 
 

David Oakes 
 

  6 September Vivienne Haigh & Mick Cannon 
13 September Mary Mackenzie & Peter MacKay 
20 September Helen MacGregor & Laurie Campbell 
27 September Joyce Walker & David Oakes 
 4  October Ken Barclay & John Houston 
11 October Mick Cannon & Vivienne Haigh 
18 October Peter MacKay & Mary Mackenzie 
25 October Laurie Campbell & Helen MacGregor 
 1 November David Oakes & Joyce Walker 
 8 November John Houston & Ken Barclay 
15 November Vivienne Haigh & Mick Cannon 
22 November Mary Mackenzie & Peter MacKay 
29 November Helen MacGregor & Laurie Campbell 
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Church Flowers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will see we have some spaces – can you help?  Please contact 
Mary Mackenzie Tel: 700220 if you would like to join the rota or help 
deliver the flowers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  6 September Mrs L Ritchie 
13 September - 
20 September - 
27 September Miss M McArthur 
 4  October Mrs M Oakes 
11 October Mrs V Haigh 
18 October Mrs M Mackenzie 
25 October Mrs P Forbes 
 1 November Guild 
 8 November Poppies 
15 November Mrs M Campbell 
22 November Mrs I McClure 
29 November Mrs H Crawford 
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Extension to Cemetery 
 
You will be aware of the problems arising from the fact that the 
Cemetery in Lamlash became full earlier this year, and that burials 
have had to be at, for example, Brodick and Sannox. 
 
The Glebe land, like the Manse, Church and Church Hall are the 
overall responsibility of the Church of Scotland General Trustees, in 
Edinburgh, and the Trustees have been negotiating for many months 
with North Ayrshire Council with regard to the sale of ground to the 
Council. 
 
The statutory Notice appeared in the Arran Banner several months 
ago, and soil samples were taken in April, in relation to the work 
involved. 
 
Since then, it has been proposed that the existing cemetery be 
extended enough to allow an extra grave to be added at the end of 
each row at the bottom of the cemetery. This involves moving the 
boundary fence a few metres closer to the Manse. The General 
Trustees have agreed to this and it is hoped that the Council can 
expedite this as soon as possible. 
 
You will notice that, in the above, there is no mention of Lamlash 
Church in the negotiations. This is because Lamlash Church has NO 
PART in the negotiations, and so you are asked to make this clear to 
anyone who mistakenly thinks that ‘we’ are holding things up.  
 
Please suggest to enquirers they should email/write to North Ayrshire 
Council Bereavement Services at Cunninghame House in Irvine, 
and/or to the General Trustees at 121 George Street, Edinburgh. 
 

 
Ian Watt (Session Clerk) 
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Coffee Mornings 
 
You will have spotted a few new - and several 
younger - faces helping at coffee mornings this 
summer. This is a very heartening sign for the 
future. We welcome and thank them all. 
 
Thanks, too, to our loyal, original helpers, to our 
regular bakers  
(including some new volunteers ), to our loyal stallholders and, of course, to our 
regular customers. 
 
The Coffee mornings are held on the first Wednesday of each month  
10:15 – 12 noon starting on 2nd of September.  
Please keep coming and do bring your friends. 
               
 
 
Mary’s Meals 
 
Our coffee morning on Sat. 25 July was a wonderful occasion, bringing together 
all ages, including the Sunday Club, new members of the church, coffee morning 
" regulars " and visitors on holiday. 
 
Alison's publicity and information paid off well as our customers responded 
generously. Our baking was much appreciated, as were the activities for the 
children. Some of the older ones helped with the stalls. Our regular stallholders 
attracted enthusiastic and generous customers. There was a lovely, friendly 
atmosphere in the packed hall. 
 
Most importantly, we sent off ONE THOUSAND POUNDS to MARY'S MEALS. This 
amount will feed and educate over EIGHTY children for a YEAR, giving them a 
chance to work their way out of poverty. 
 
Less than a week after sending off the money, we received a letter of thanks 
from headquarters, signed by the founder Magnus MacFarlane- Barrow. The 
letter is on display in the church porch. 
 
Congratulations and heartfelt thanks to all who helped or contributed in any 
way.            
                    Maureen Oakes 
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The Moosie’s Prayer                 
 
A puir wee Kirk moose a’ forlorn, 
It’s furry coat sae sairly worn, 
Sank doon upon it’s bony knees 
And prayed – for jist a wee bit cheese. 
 
The tears ran doon it’s wee thin cheeks, 
But nane could hear the saddest squeaks 
That drifted on the cauld nicht air, 
Till whiles it couldna pray nae mair. 
 
Syne daylicht cam, the Kirk bells rang, 
The doors swung open wi’ a bang. 
Communion day had come oan by, 
Wi’ wine and plates o breid piled high. 
 
The wee moose lay as still as daith, 
And watched it a’ wi’ bated braith. 
Then it thocht – if a keep awfie quate, 
A bit might jist fa’ aff a plate. 
 
And so it gazed as roon they went, 
Then just as tho’ twas heaven-sent, 
Whit landed richt upon it’s heid, 
But twa lumps o’ communion breid! 
 
The staff o’ life lay on the flair, 
Then, bounteous answer to his prayer. 
Jist as he thocht, “it looks gey dry” 
A body couped some wine forbye! 
 
We moosie stoated up the aisle, 
Wearin’ sic a boozy smile 
The folks stopped singing, fair aghast 
Tae see a drunken moose walk past. 
 
The Organist fell aff his chair, 
The meenister could only stare, 
Tae see this drunken sinfu’ moose 
Cavortin in his sacred hoose. 
 
At last it staggered up the nave, 
Then turned and gied a happy wave. 
“A ken noo when it’s time tae pray, 
A’ll dae it on Communion day” 
 
 
      ☺ Thanks to Mary Chambers! - Ed 
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FAITH DEVELOPMENT GROUP 
 

 
I am interested in sharing in the Faith Development Group. 
 
The best days for me are:  (please tick all your options)  
                                               
Monday      
 
Tuesday        
  
Wednesday   
 
Thursday        
 
The best times for me are:   (please tick all your options) 
 
Morning       
 
Afternoon      
 
Evening      
 
I would like to offer my home as a meeting place     (please tick ) 
 
Name: ______________________           Tel: _________ 
 
 
Please place this in the offering plate or hand it to the Session Clerk, Ian 
Watt. 
 
 
If you are unable to come to church but want to be involved, you can 
telephone the Minister on 600 047. 
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Prayer    Monica Tweeddale 
 
The prayer group expect to resume meeting fairly soon, so please 
look out for further information in the Sunday intimations. Prayer is 
so important and it really does work! 
On the 24th of each month there are events across Scotland, with 
Christian Aid and the Scottish Episcopal Church, to pray for peace in 
Palestine and Israel. On the 24th of September this is at St 
Kentigern’s Church, Kilmarnock from 7–9 pm, and we can all support 
them in prayer if not in person. 
 
It is World Week of Peace for Palestine and Israel on 20th – 26th 
September, and the following are words from the Jerusalem prayer 
written by our brothers and sisters in Palestine, which we could use 
to help us in our prayers:- 
 
We pray for comfort, for the strength to not lose heart. We 
pray that the wall and all similar walls will fall. 
We believe that the Wall is a “momentary affliction … for what 
can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is 
eternal”. 
We pray for reconciliation and for peace, as we commit to 
working for justice for all persons who live in this Holy Land. 
As we observe this week with our sisters and brothers around 
the world, we ask for the strong comfort of the Holy Spirit for 
all who seek justice in this land. Inspire us to not be content 
with mere words, but to engage in acts of costly solidarity. 
Inspire us to be instruments of your peace, the workers of 
your will. 
“For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups 
into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the 
hostility between us”. 
 
Amen 
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World Mission 
 
The last newsletter featured Human Trafficking and Immigration 
problems which are worldwide and made worse by conflict and 
natural disasters, the solutions to which are difficult to see. 
Prayer and trust in God are needed. 
 
There is an Anti-Human Trafficking Conference, with visitors from 
Malawi, Nepal, Jamaica and the Czech Republic, taking place at St. 
George’s Tron, Glasgow on Saturday 17th October from 10am - 
4:30pm. Please register with Miriam Weibye via 
e mail miriamweibye@acts-scotland.org or Tel: 01259 216 980 if you 
are interested. 
 
The World Mission Resources Day will take place on Saturday the 12th 
of September at Bridge of Allan Parish Church from 10am – 3:30pm. If 
you wish to go call Audrey Grahame on 0131 225 5722 or e mail 
agrahame@churchofscotland.org.uk 
 
The theme at the General Assembly this year was ‘Living Stories’ and 
there are speakers available for churches and groups who will share 
some of the stories. Contact Karen Gillon on 0131 225 5722 to make 
arrangements. 
 
The WM newsletter is always interesting and only takes a few 
minutes to read – please give me your name if you would like a copy. 
 
 
Monica Tweeddale 
 
Thanks Monica – World Mission also available via the Church of Scotland webpages – Ed 
 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/serve/World_Mission/about_us 
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Guild News  
 
Our main summer event, the Guild Fete, was held on Tuesday 7 July 
in the usual venue of Arran High School. The day was fine, if not 
sunny, and although several stall holders felt that trade was quiet we 
managed to raise the sum of £846. An excellent total and a little bit 
more than last year. It is always of some concern that everything will 
all come together on the day but as always our fantastic church 
helpers worked cheerfully and with enthusiasm to ensure a successful 
day. So, an enormous thank you to all helpers, supporters and to 
High School staff. 
 
Planning for next year’s Guild programme is well under way and this 
year we embark on the first year of our new three year strategy, 
with the title “Be bold, be strong, taken from a hymn by Morris 
Chapman. The themes for the next three years will be “ Go in Peace 
“, “Go in Joy “and “ Go in Love “with the discussion topic “ Let’s 
talk about......working through conflict”. 
 
We also have a new set of projects which will be 
supported by the Guild during the next three years. 
These will be: 
“Street Pastors”(Ascension Trust). There are currently 
500 street pastors working in Scotland. 
“Breaking the Cycle of FGM” (Feed the Minds). 
Support for women and girls in Kenya to fight the horrendous 
practice of female genital mutilation. 
“All Friends Together” (Prospect) A small Scottish project aiming to 
change the lives of people with learning difficulties in Scotland. 
“Caring for Mother Earth in Bolivia”  (Christian Aid ) Along with 
Christian Aid this project will work with over 700 families to educate 
people about climate change and the use of solar power. 
“Haiti Project” (Mission International) A project aiming to build a 
multi-purpose building in the N.E. of Haiti. 
“ Let’s Stick Together”(Care For the Family) A national charity 
helping those who face family difficulties. 
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Pat Reid continues to be busy selling and distributing her Guild Quiz –  
“The Ideal Garden” and the closing date for entries will be 30 
September. Many thanks to Pat for her super effort. 
 
The Guild’s Annual Gathering will be held on 5 September 2015 in 
the Caird Hall, Dundee. The meeting will hear from the Moderator, 
Rt. Rev. Angus Morrison and the guest speaker will be Rev. John 
McMahon, head of spiritual care at West London’s Mental Health 
Trust, which includes the famous Broadmoor Hospital in it’s remit. 
 
Our 2015/16 Guild programme will begin with the Dedication Service 
on Sunday 18 October and our first meeting will be on Tuesday 20 
October when our speaker will be the Rev. Lily – we look forward to 
that event. As always we will be very happy to welcome new 
members along with our regulars and apart from a couple of 
meetings after Christmas we will meet in the Church Hall at 2pm. 
Looking forward to seeing lots of you then. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday 5 September – Guild Annual Gathering, the Caird Hall, 
Dundee 
Sunday 18 October – Guild Dedication Service 
Tuesday 20 October – Guild meet in the Church Hall at 2pm 
Tuesday 17 November –Guild Week with guests from Shiskine & 
Pirnmill 
                 

Vivienne Haigh, Guild President 
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“We are living in exciting times to be part of the Church of Jesus 
Christ world-wide, with global membership growing at highly 
significant rates. There are currently thought to be more Christians 
in China (some 100 million) than members of the Communist party 
(87 million). This too in face of the fact that crosses are being 
removed from some church and some churches are even being 
demolished. 
It may not seem like it in our society, our Western world, but in 
many other areas rapid growth is the experience, and we should be 
encouraged by this fact, as well as led to consider what our part can 
be. 
 'The Church exists by mission as a fire exists by burning' is a long-
standing adage and is still pertinent today. 
 What is certainly always true is that God does not change 
' He is the same yesterday, today and forever’.               
                 
I recall reading of a young Soviet band who, in the 1980s- when the 
Soviet Union was not just communist but largely atheistic - wrote 
and sang a song which went like this- 
  

'See the wooden churches of Russia, 
Feel their warped and ancient walls; 
Come close and ask them about life. 

In these timbers beats a heart, lives a faith. 
Hush, hear the heart-beat.' 

  
Even in the face of cold denial, deep longings stirred, and testimony 
was being given to faith and hope. 
There lies at the centre of every human being a sense of something 
'other', something above and beyond the self- often described as the 
'God-shaped gap', which only He can fill. 
                  
As a Church, a Christian community, for that is what we are, by our 
very existence we are a witness to that, but also are called on to 
bear witness too, in the lives we live and also by word of mouth -not 
afraid to speak about such things with confidence, love and hope. 
                 
God is Love. That is the absolute basic fact. That is what we describe 
as the Gospel. That is the Gospel in its essence, and something 
wonderful that we can share, live out and speak 
about to encourage and inspire.”           JHP 
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Special Birthday Celebrations  
 
 
Isobel Gibson was born in Kilmarnock on the  
9th of June 1925 and is celebrating her 90th birthday 
this year. During the war Isobel was called up for 
either examining munitions or nursing – she chose 
munitions as two of her friends were also going there.  
 
After the war, Isobel studied at Dough School in 
Glasgow and worked for a short time before marrying 
Charlie. Isobel has 3 children, 9 grandchildren and 6 
great-grandchildren. She had a wonderful life until 
Charlie died at 68 years of age  - Isobel herself just 65 

at that time. 
 
Isobel used to love visiting Arran; her parents always took a house during the 
month of August and she has very fond memories of coming on holiday here. She 
decided to move to Arran which Isobel now considers as her second home. Two 
of her family visit regularly and she feels very, very fortunate.  

 
 

~~~ 
 
 
 
John Inglis was born in Kilmarnock on the 5th of April 1925.  
He and Isobel (Gibson) attended the same school in Kilmarnock and they both 
worship in Lamlash Church each week! John’s been coming to the island since he 
was a youngster; his parents holidayed on Arran and in Kingussie alternate years.  
At around 16 years of age, John was an agricultural apprentice, learning about 
horses and farm labouring - he can remember working on the land where 
Crosshouse Hospital now stands. War broke out and he served as an Army Cadet 
and then as an Instructor in the Sea Cadets during the war.  
 
John followed in his father’s footsteps and became an Auctioneer; he specialised 
in livestock and was an expert in pigs.  Kilmarnock had the biggest pig market in 
the west of Scotland at that time.  When the market closed, John moved up to 
Aberdeen and had a period of employment with the National Farmers Union.  
 
John married Rona when he was 27 and they have one son, Angus, who lives in 
France and a granddaughter, Anne. A very keen sportsman, John played rugby 
for Kilmarnock until the age of 35 and was treasurer of the Tennis Club. They 
moved to Arran because they liked the people here. Sadly, Rona became unwell 
and died in 2001. John enjoyed a lovely dinner with family and friends at 
‘Brambles’ to celebrate his 90th birthday. 
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Jack Paterson travelled to his daughter’s home in Edinburgh where he was 
joined by family members travelling from as far away as Washington and Hong 
Kong in celebration of his 80th birthday on the 13th of June.  Jack also hosted a 
very special birthday lunch at Greywalls Hotel and Chef Roux restaurant in 
Gullen. Greywalls was designed by the celebrated Edwardian architect Sir Edwin 
Lutyens and has delightful walled gardens attributed to Gertrude Jekyll.   

 
 Fine dining and gardens -  how apt given Jack’s interests! - Ed 

 
 
 

Sending our love and very best wishes 
xxx 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Strictly for Teenagers 
 
Respect your parents. They had to do their homework without Google. 
 
 
Being the parent of a teenager; prepare for emotional outbursts, lots of 
eyerolling and thoughts of running away from home… 
and that’s just the parents!   ;) 
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A LIFE ON THE OCEAN WAVE  
 
“Upwards of 300 sailors go annually to the Royal Navy, the fishing, 
or on board merchant ships, many of whom never return.”  So 
wrote the Rev. Gershom Stuart in his Account of Kilbride Parish in 
1794.  
 
Readers of novelists like C S Forester may have gained the impression 
that the Royal Navy was a harsh environment, manned by reluctant 
sailors who had fallen into the hands of the press gangs.  This was far 
from the truth, particularly in peacetime.  There were many 
volunteers for naval service.  The work for individual sailors was less 
than on merchant vessels, since the crew size was determined by the 
number needed to man the guns, around four times the number 
needed to sail the ship.  The food supplied by the Navy was plentiful 
and good by the standards of the day – and there was that daily 
generous tot of rum.  An Able-Bodied Seaman earned around £15 per 
year, which was three or four times the wage of an agricultural 
labourer, and received a share of any prize money earned by the 
capture of enemy vessels.   The downside was the long periods of 
separation from families, and the practice of the Admiralty paying 
wages months in arrears to discourage any thoughts of desertion. 
 
In many respects, sailors were better off than thousands of workers 
in coal mines, quarries, iron & steel and brickworks, who were also 
paid in arrears but forced to live from day-to-day on credit provided 
by the company store, which was also owned by their employer.  An 
outstanding example of this system comes from the lead mines of 
Wanlockhead, where as late as the 1870s, the miners were paid in 
January each year – not for the previous year, but for the one before 
that.  The mines and the store belonged to the Duke of Buccleuch. 
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Older readers may recall that Tennessee Ernie Ford summed up the 
situation in the memorable lines – 
 

‘Another day older and deeper in debt, 
St Peter don’t you call me ‘cos I can’t go, 

I owe my soul to the company store.’ 
 
At least sailors did not have to worry where their next meal was 
coming from, and had free, albeit cramped, accommodation. 
 
Gershom Stuart was writing at the beginning of the Napoleonic Wars, 
and naval records show that at least four Arran men took part in the 
critical battle of Trafalgar in 1805.  Nelson’s success is often 
regarded as an English naval triumph, but the facts of the matter 
contradict this view.  He himself had been mentored by Admiral 
Adam Duncan, who defeated the Dutch fleet at Camperdown in 1797.  
Camperdown Park in Dundee, where he was born, is his legacy.  Five 
of Nelson’s twenty-seven ships at Trafalgar were commanded by 
Scottish captains.  And of his 15000 seamen, only about 8000 were 
from England & Wales.   The remainder comprised around 3750 
Irishmen, 1750 Scots, and 1500 from twenty-five other countries 
(including the USA, France & Spain!) 
 
Unfortunately, the records of the time are not always specific as to 
where the recruit was born, often merely stating ‘Scotland’, so there 
may well be more Arran seamen than those identified.  We know of 
four, however.  
 
James McKennon (McKinnon) enlisted in HMS Tonnant in 1804.  He 
was aged about 48, and described as a Landsman, which means that 
he was a volunteer since the press gangs targeted merchant seamen 
and fishermen.  Unfortunately, there is no reliable documentary 
evidence about his life in Arran.  
 
Alexander Brown was an Ordinary Seaman in HMS Minotaur.  He was 
born in 1777 at the Mayish in Brodick, where his father – also 
Alexander – was a Blacksmith, according to Gershom Stuart’s register 
entry.  After his naval service, he returned to Arran and married 
Mary Fullarton from the Knowe, with whom he had six children.  In 
the 1851 Census he is described as a Master Blacksmith, presumably 
having taken over his father’s business.  Alexander died from ‘palsy’ 
in 1857, and was succeeded in the business by his eldest son, Donald 
Brown. There is a family memorial in Kilbride Cemetery. 
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Roger McKenzie was probably born in the Shiskine area around 1786, 
although no record of his baptism can be found.  He was unfortunate 
enough to be swept up by the press gang, and was serving in HMS 
Achille at the time of Trafalgar.  After his discharge, his unusual (for 
Arran) Christian name allows us to discover that he had returned, 
and married Isabel Robertson from Lochranza.  In 1827, while living 
at Druimaghinar (Drimiginar), daughter Mary was born.  The family is 
recorded in the 1841 Census, but he seems to have died before 1851. 
 
Alexander McBride is the best documented Trafalgar veteran.  Born 
at Blairbeg, Lamlash in 1782, he served as an Ordinary Seaman on 
HMS Bellerophon – known as ‘Billy Ruffian’ to her crew.  His allotted 
wages were to be paid to his mother, Lily by the Board of Excise in 
Arran.  Having survived the battle, Alexander returned to Arran and 
married Mary Stewart in 1819.  They lived at Blairmore, and had at 
least two children – Lilly and Alexander.  The Census returns of 1841 
and 1851 describe his occupation as ‘Navy P’, and ‘Old Seaman has a 
pension’.  He seems to have died before the introduction of statutory 
registration in 1855. 
 
It is perhaps a fitting postscript to record that on 15 July 1815, six 
weeks after Waterloo, Napoleon boarded HMS Bellerophon to give his 
surrender 
          Iain Auld 
 

``` 
 

When One is Missing 
 
Xvxn though my typxwritxr is an old modxl, it works 
wxll xnough xxcxpt for onx of it’s kxys. I havx 
oftxn wishxd many timxs that it workdxd pxrfxtly. It 
is trux that thxrx arx 45 kxys that function 
pxrfxctly, but just onx kxy makxs all thx 
diffxrxncx.  
 
So thx nxxt timx you think you arx only onx pxrson 
and that your xffort is not nxxdxd, rxmxmbxr and say 
to yoursxlf, 
 

“I am a kxy pxrson, thx Lord nxxds mx!” 
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Crossword Clues Across 
 
8 Where the Ark of the Covenant was kept for 20 years (1 Samuel 7:1) (7,6) 
9 One of the parts of the body on which blood and oil were put in the ritual 
cleansing from infectious skin diseases (Leviticus 14:14–17) (3) 
10 Uncomfortable (3,2,4) 11 ‘Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have — ’ (Malachi 
1:3) (5)  
13 Where Paul said farewell to the elders of the church in Ephesus  (Acts 20:17) (7)  
16 ‘Jesus bent down and — to write on the ground with his finger’ (John 8:6) (7)  
19 Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah 26:18) (5) 
22 Comes between Exodus and Numbers (9)  
24 and 2 Down ‘Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered before 
the Lord under — the — ’ (1 Samuel 2:11) (3,6)  
25 There was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2 
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Crossword Clues Down 
 
1 Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6) 
2 See 24 Across  
3 Underground literature (including Christian books) circulated in the Soviet Union 
(8)  
4 Lo, mash (anag.) (6)  
5 The Bible’s shortest verse: ‘Jesus — ’ (John 11:35) (4) 
6 ‘Can a mother forget the baby at her — and have no compassion on the child 
she has borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) (6)  
7 Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (6)  
12 ‘Send me, therefore, a man... experienced in the — of engraving, to work in 
Judah and Jerusalem’ (2 Chronicles 2:7) (3)  
14 Second city of Cyprus (8)  
15 United Nations Association (1,1,1)  
16 One of the women who first heard that Jesus had risen from the dead (Mark 
16:1) (6)  
17 Braved (anag.) (6)  
18 — of Evangelism, outreach initiative in the 1990s (6)  
20 ‘Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and — in their own sight’ (Isaiah 
5:21) (6)  
21 ‘Neither — nor depth... will be able to separate us from the love of God’ (Romans 
8:39) (6)  
23 What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4) 
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September already – eek! Where did our summer go? 
We may not have experienced a particularly hot summer but I’ve noticed a warm 
buzz in the church since Rev Lily arrived! There’s a flurry of activity with new 
faces, new members, babies baptised, friends old and new meeting up each 
Sunday morning or at the Wednesday Coffee Morning. Please do come along if 
you haven’t already joined us. All are welcome! 
 
Well done folks, a great response to our appeal for bell-ringers. You may have 
heard the church bells being played on week days - our new recruits need to get 
some practise in before playing on a Sunday morning to call you to worship!  
 
Sunday Club reconvenes on the 6th of September. The Protecting Vulnerable 
Groups (PVG) paperwork takes some time to process and in order to share the 
load, we’re desperately seeking more help. If you could lend a hand, even once 
in a while (i.e.no need for a weekly commitment) please do contact the 
minister, Ian Watt or myself. The more the merrier and we’d be delighted to 
have your support with our young people.  
 
Lyndsey Marr has a huge task on her hands as she completes formal Gift Aid 
paperwork for HMRC on behalf of our church. Better twice than not at all with 
the potential loss of precious funds so please try not to feel frustrated if you are 
being asked to provide duplicate details. 
 
Another fascinating article from Iain Auld - the second of three as Iain continues 
his research into historic reports by Rev Gershom Stuart and Kilbride Parish. 
Mary Chambers is also a regular contributor with her amusing verses to keep us 
all smiling ☺ I really enjoyed talking with our members celebrating special 
birthdays! All in all, a great team effort involving several members of our 
congregation  - my thanks go to you all! 
 
Copy deadline for our Winter Edition is 15 November 2015. Any articles 
submitted for inclusion may be edited at the Editor’s discretion. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Alison 
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Crossword Solution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The shortest chapter in the Bible is Psalm 117. 
The longest is Psalm 119. 
The chapter in the centre of the Bible is Psalm 118 – there are 594 chapters 
before it and 594 after it. 
Add 594 to 594 and the answer is 1188. The verse at the centre of the Bible is 
Psalm 118:8 
When people say they want to live in the centre of God’s will, you can direct 
them to the centre of his Word: “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put 
confidence in man”. Psalm 118:8 (NKJ) 
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Sunday Fun Club is open to children 
of Primary School age. Safeguarding 
requirements mean we need some 
extra help. Please can you lend a 
hand for an hour on a Sunday 
morning 11:30-12:30 during school 
term time? Flexible arrangement! 

Please contact  Rev Lily McKinnon,      
Ian Watt or Alison Page 

Sunday Fun Club 


