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 Lamlash Church Contact List                         !    
 
The Manse   Rev. Lily McKinnon   600047 

    " lily.mckinnon@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Session Clerk    Ian Watt    600382  
 
Treasurer           Alison Armstrong  600724 
 
Pastoral  
Committee Convenor  Vivienne Haigh         600092 
 
Fabric/Property 
Committee Convenor  John Houston    600245 
 
Church Flowers                Mary Mackenzie  700220 
 
The Guild             Vivienne Haigh         600092 
 
World Mission+   Monica Tweeddale    600663 
Prayer Group    Margaret Fowler  600675 
 
Arran Churches Together        Betty Dick          600510 
  
Sunday Fun Club   Ian Watt    600382 
      Alison Page   600963 
 
Cool Club     Ian Watt    600382 
 
‘Life & Work’ Convenor  Joyce Walker   600364 
 
Coffee Morning Convenor        Maureen Oakes         600279  
 
Newsletter Editor   Alison Page   600963           

      " alykay62@gmail.com 
 
Church Webmaster   Cams Campbell via e mail 
        " cams.campbell@gmail.com 
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A Word from the Manse 

  

 
So Jesus said to those who believed in Him,  
 
“If you obey my teaching, you are really my disciples; 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”                
                
            John 8 v 31  
  
 
Dear Friends  
 
 
This is the season of Pentecost:  the celebration of the special 
gift of the Holy Spirit to enable the powerful beginning of the 
church.   The frightened disciples were given Godʼs vision for 
sharing the Good News of his unconditional love.   
 
They were also given the power to 
make sure this happened.   Filled to 
the brim and overflowing with the 
Spirit, the disciples went out into the 
street, on fire for God.   
Over three thousand people were 
added to the church on that one day!  
 
We are called, as present day 
disciples, to use the freedom the 
Spirit gives us to step out and share 
this same love.   
Imagine what that kind of freedom 
can do. 
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We really do! 
 
 
We need you to help ensure we continue 
as a witness to the love of Christ for 

generations to come. 
 
To all you faithful souls who are in church week after week,  
a  GREAT BIG THANK YOU. 
To those who are unable to join us because of ill health or the 
increase in lack of mobility, a GREAT BIG THANK YOU for all 
your support in past years and for your continuing prayers. 
To the many who could be in church on a Sunday but often 
stay away, a GREAT BIG THANK YOU for the times you do 
attend. 
Thank you, too, to those who always mean to be there but 
rarely make it!   We are grateful for your good intentions and 
encourage you to make a GREAT BIG EFFORT and join us 
on Sundays.   
We really do need everyone!  The community needs you!   
God needs you!  At the heart of our church family lies the 
service that Christ Himself gives to us:   

“ Love one another as I have loved you.” 
 

That is what He asks of each one of us.  
Please think about what YOU can do to help us continue to 
be a place of hope and inspiration for all ages in Lamlash.   
Please help us to be the family God calls us to be.  
 
May this Pentecost fill you to the brim and overflowing with 
the amazing power of Godʼs unlimited freedom and 
unconditional love.  
It is a privilege to be your minister. 

With my love and prayers, Lily  
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A Very Happy 92nd Birthday to Etta! 
 
Etta Calvert moved to Lamlash around 15 years 
ago with her husband Charlie. This allowed the 
couple to live nearer to their daughter, Heather, 
who is librarian at Arran High School. 
 
Whilst still able, they both 

enjoyed worshipping in Lamlash Parish 
Church. 
 
Etta received lots of lovely cards and 
enjoyed celebrating her birthday with 
her family. This is one of her favourite 
photos, taken when Heather was 
getting married 
 
Sending our love and best wishes.  
 
 
 

~~~ 
 

 
 
Graeme and I thank you for your warm 
welcome and for everything done at the 
manse to help us settle in quickly.  We 
love the house, and the views are 
stunning. 

 Life on Arran is everything we hoped for and a whole lot more!    The 
Sunday morning drive to Kilmory is exhilarating, whatever the weather.   
Getting to know both congregations is a joy and I feel at home among 
you.  Graeme can’t wait to be here permanently. 
Thank you for your prayers and support.   

 
Lily & Graeme 
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Our Church Family 
 
“Children are a gift from the Lord, they 
are a real blessing”  Psalm 127: 3                    
 

 
Baptism  - 31st May 2015 

 
 
 

Eve Linda Maggie McGarrigle - born 28 June 2013 
Erin Lily McGarrigle - born 25 February 2015 

 
 

~~~~ 
 

 Deaths 
    
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 
nor crying, nor pain any more, for the former things have 

passed away.”  Revelation 21:4 
 

We remember these families in our prayers: 
 

Joe Noteman 
May Hamilton 

 
~~~~ 

God of Peace 
Relax the tensions of my body… 
Still the anxieties of my mind… 
Calm the storms of my heart… 
Give me courage to wait. 
Let peace flow in me, 
through me, 
from me, 
The deep, deep peace of God. 
          David Adam 
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Prayer 
 
The prayer group plans to continue to meet for prayer on a 
regular basis, and as always ALL are welcome. The form of 
the meeting and the venue may change after discussion with 
our minister, but we do know she wants us to continue. The 
very fact of Lily’s presence with us is proof of answered 
prayer! 
Please look out for more details in the next magazine and in 
the Sunday intimations. 
World Mission has special services on the 24th of each month 
to pray for peace in Israel and Palestine. These are held in a 
different church each month and would be difficult for Arran 
people to attend, but WE CAN make a special effort to join 
them in prayer on the 24th of every month – PLEASE DO. 
 
       Monica Tweeddale 
 
   ~~~ 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, 
        You fulfilled the promises of Easter 
        by sending Your Holy Spirit  
        and opening the way of life eternal 
        to every race and nation. 
        Keep us in the unity of Your Spirit 

that every tongue may tell of Your    
glory; 

        through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
        who lives and reigns 
        with You and the Holy Spirit, 
        one God, now and for ever. 

 AMEN 
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Reading 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and 
addressed them, 
 
“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be 
known to you, and give ear to my words. 
 
For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only 
the third hour of the day; but 
this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
 
 ‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your  
old men shall dream dreams; 
 
yea, and on my menservants and my maidservants in those 
days I will pour out my Spirit; and they  
shall prophesy. 
 
And I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on 
the earth beneath, blood, and fire, and 
vapour of  smoke; the sun shall be turned into darkness and 
the moon into blood, before the day of 
the Lord comes, the great and manifest day. 
 
And it shall be that whoever calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.’ 

                                                                                             
(Acts chapter 2, verses 14 to 21.) 
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Thinking       
          
                               
Have you ever stopped to wonder 
What this life is all about? 
Why you’re here and where you’re going 
When your lease on time runs out? 
Maybe you’ve been far too busy, 
Trying hard to reach your goal. 
Would you let me ask you, kindly, 
Have you ever thought about your soul? 
 
You may reach the highest portals,  
And your dreams may all come true. 
Wealth and fame may be your portion, 
And success may shine on you. 
All your friends may sing your praises, 
Not a care on you may roll. 
What about the great tomorrow, 
Have you thought about your soul? 
 
Don’t forget your days are numbered, 
Though you may be riding high. 
But, like all of us poor mortals, 
Someday you’ll just up and die. 
Your success and fame and glory 
Won’t be worth the bell they toll. 
Let me ask you just one question, 
Have you thought about your soul? 
 
If you’ve never thought it over, 
Spend a little time today. 
There is nothing more important 
That will ever come your way 
Than the joys of sins forgiven, 
And to know you’ve been made whole. 
In the name of Christ the Saviour, 
Have you thought about your soul? 
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Door Duty 
 
 
June 7th Laurie Campbell & Helen MacGregor 
 14th David Oakes & Joyce Walker 
 21st John Houston & Ken Barclay 
 28th Mick Cannon & Vivienne Haigh 
July 5th Peter MacKay & Mary Mackenzie 
 12th Laurie Campbell & Helen MacGregor 
 19th David Oakes & Joyce Walker 
 26th John Houston & Ken Barclay 
August 2nd Mick Cannon & Vivienne Haigh 
 9th Peter MacKay & Mary Mackenzie 
 16th Laurie Campbell & Helen MacGregor 
 23rd David Oakes & Joyce Walker   
 30th John Houston & Ken Barclay 
 

**** 
 
 

A father was approached by his small son who told him 
proudly “I know what BIBLE means.” 

“What do you mean?” says his father. “What does the Bible 
mean?” 

“That’s easy Daddy…” the young boy replied excitedly. 
“It stands for Basic Information Before Leaving Earth” 
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APPEAL FOR BELL-RINGERS 
 
My earliest childhood recollection of going to 
church, was the peel of the bells ringing out over 
the village, as we walked down the Cuddy Dook. 
If we hadn’t reached the tennis court before the 
last tune (Tallis) started we had to smarten our 
step, that tune was the signal for the choir to 
enter the church, as James Toole was organist as 
well as bell-ringer. 
 
Always having a love of music, when Mr Toole 
suddenly died in 1965, I volunteered to share 
this enjoyable task with Miss Jean McIntyre, and 
others, for many years. 
 
Time marches on, and 
shortly we will only 
have one “ringer”. 
Please don’t let this 
long time joy cease! 
 
Please volunteer if you 
have an ear for music. 
 
Contact myself  
or Maureen Pattison. 
 
 
Peter Mackenzie 
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Seeking your help!                                                   
 
Due to factors beyond the church’s control (moving 
away, age!) manpower / womanpower is being looked 
for in Cool Club, Sunday Club, and Bell-ringing. 
 
 
The current Cool Club adults have been involved for a good number of 
years, and are older than the grandparents of the children, and Sunday 
Club are not far behind!  (*) 
 
We are looking for at least two adults for Cool Club, which meets in the 
Church Hall on Fridays from 4 – 5pm, during school term-time. Sunday 
Club meets in church on Sundays at 11.30 am and moves to the 
Church Hall until the end of the Church Service. You wouldn’t be on 
your own and there is plenty of guidance and backup.  
 
The more adult help we get, the greater is the possibility of setting up a 
rota. We often moan about the lack of young people in the Church in 
general; here is an opportunity to do something about it. 
 
Everyone in the village is aware of the impact, and unusual experience 
of hearing hymn tunes played on the church bells. This has been the 
case since the early 1900’s, and a tradition which is in danger of dying 
out, since we are about to be left with only one bell-ringer. 
 

 
 
As you can see, each of the nine bells is rung by 
pulling the correct (labelled!) rope towards you. 
 
If you can offer any help, please contact the 
Minister, Ian Watt or Alison Page - numbers are 
listed in the Directory  
 
 
 
 

 
 
(* ahem, with some exceptions!!  - Ed ☺) 
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The congregation of Lamlash Church will miss worshipping 
with Isabelle McClure on a regular basis as she moves 
home to live in Glamis. 
 
Isabelle was born and brought up on Arran and has been 
actively involved with Lamlash Church since she was a 
youngster. Isabelle’s father was an Elder and our Church 
Treasurer and her Mother, President of The Guild. 
 
Isabelle taught in the Sunday School many years ago and can 
remember when it was held in the Tennis Pavilion. She has 
helped out with Cool Club since Barry Knight introduced the 
Friday afternoon club more than 10 years ago.  Isabelle is 
also a wonderful baker and leads one of the Coffee Morning 
teams. 
 
Around 15 years ago Audrey McArthur encouraged Isabelle to 
become a Bell-ringer.  “You didn’t say no to Aunt Audrey,” 
says Isabelle but it’s something she has really enjoyed. “It lets 
the village know we’re alive on a Sunday morning…and I love 
it at Christmas” 
 
All the best Isabelle and THANK YOU for all your support and 
hard work over many years! 
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COFFEE MORNINGS   
 
 Every Wednesday 10:15 – 12 noon 
 

 
We are slowly recovering from our enforced “flooding” break.   
Our regular stallholders are back with new supplies of their 
goods and we are indebted to them all for their loyalty in 
turning up every Wednesday. 
 
Sadly we are losing some of our leaders and bakers.  
Isabelle McLure has baked and worked at Coffee Mornings 
for years.  We shall miss her, and we wish her happiness and 
fulfilment in her new life on the mainland. 
 
I’m pleased to report that 
several people have 
responded to our appeal and 
we look forward to welcoming 
them to our teams. 
 
Please continue to support the church (and other good 
causes) by coming along and enjoying the “cuppa”, the cakes 
and the company.  
         Maureen Oakes 
 
 
 

 
  
 

Saturday the 25th of July 
10:15 – 12 noon 

Coffee Morning in aid of  
 Mary’s Meals 
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ARRAN CHURCHES TOGETHER  
 
The Committee of ACT met on 9th April, Betty 

Dick and Ian Watt are our representatives. It was reported 
that Arran Youth Foundation had started a Running Club for 
less fit children and that this is doing well. 
 
The World Day of Prayer and Walk of Witness both attracted 
just over 60 participants. 
 
 
The Foodbank based in the Ardeer area of North Ayrshire, 
our nearest point of contact, is being used more. The Arran 
Churches contribute to this, with contributions being gathered 
in Vivienne Haigh’s garage for use by some families on Arran. 
The rest is transported for free to the mainland by Arran 
Deliveries, to whom we are very grateful. 
Some families struggle without the provision 
of a school meal during the holidays so 
please keep donating. 
 
 
Future Events:   
 
Songs of Praise on 28th June on the green 
opposite the church. Music will be provided by 
Arran Brass. 
 
Summer Quiz on 29th August in Brodick Church 
Hall; teams are needed for this. Why not put 
yourself forward? 
 
Ian Watt 
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Finance Report  - Alison Armstrong  
 

Month Freewill 
Envelopes 

Plate Standing 
Order 

Jan £343 £260 £506 
Feb £299 £637 £921 
March £677 £656 £660 
Total £1319 £1553 £2087 

 
What is Freewill Offering? 
Freewill offering means what it says. Decide how much you 
wish to give and whether it is more convenient to give by 
using a weekly freewill offering envelope or by making your 
offering by a standing order through your bank account. 
Many of our members contribute in this way to enable the 
work of the Church locally and world-wide. How much a 
member gives is strictly confidential.  Regular giving through 
the freewill offering scheme enables the Church to plan 
ahead. 
 

~~~~ 
 

Don’t forget this Newsletter is available on-line 
www.lamlashkilmorychurch.co.uk 

 
The photo quality is far superior than in our printed version!  A 

huge thank you to Cams Campbell 
our Webmaster for all the time-consuming work he does 

behind the scenes!! 
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GUILD NEWS  
 
Our Guild year ended with the AGM on Tuesday  
17 March, once again, in the comfort of Trust Housing, 
McKelvie Rd and our sincere thanks go to the residents 
and staff for their kindness and hospitality while the 
Church Hall has been out of action. Our prayers, 
readings and songs reflected the three year theme 
“Whose we are and Whom we serve”, with the final 
year’s focus on “a world to serve”. Our thanks go to Mrs Jean Hunter 
who came along and chaired the business part of the meeting, which 
was concluded successfully with the full number of office bearers and 
committee members. We were pleased to welcome Betty Dick and 
Mary Johnson on to the committee and a big thanks goes to Morag - 
Vice Chair, Aileen - Secretary, Mary - Treasurer, Margaret - Projects 
and to all committee members for their willing and cheerful support 
throughout the year. Over the three year theme the Church of Scotland 
Guild has raised a magnificent £613,385.80 for the six supported 
projects! Everyone joined in together to complete a bible-based quiz, a 
little healthy rivalry showing through here, while partaking of the usual 
refreshments. 
 
 
 
Tuesday 24 March saw 22 Guild members plus 
Rev. Lily and Jean (Hunter) at the Brodick Bar for 
our annual Guild lunch. It was good to offer a 
warm welcome to Lily and to say a big thank you 
to Jean for supporting us through the vacancy.  
As always this was a very happy and enjoyable 
occasion. 
 
Although officially on our summer break the committee have been 
working on next year’s programme and events. The theme being “ Be 
Bold, Be Strong “ with the focus for 2015/2016 to be “Go in Peace”. 
Also in the planning stage are preparations for the Guild Fete, which 
will be held at the High School on Tuesday 7 July – so watch out, we’ll 
be on the look out for your usual support and help. 
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As the Hall is now back in use we were able to 
hold our Spring Coffee morning and Bring & Buy 
Sale, held over from December; it was good to see 
all our regular supporters and a few visitors 
enjoying the opportunity to sit and chat and feel 

“back to normal”. We also managed to make a healthy £273.47 for 
Guild funds.  
 
 
 
You may have seen the Guild quiz,” The Ideal Garden” 
at the coffee morning and in various shops. Our thanks 
go to Pat Reid for devising and distributing the quiz in 
aid of Guild funds – please ask a committee member if 
you wish to buy one. 
 
 
The Annual Guild Summer Rally is to be held here on the island on 
Tuesday 2 June in Brodick Church at 1.30pm. The speaker will be Mrs 
Jean Hunter and the Rev. Angus Adamson will administer 
Communion. We will be responsible for providing the refreshments. 
 
 
 
We had really good attendances at all our meetings last winter and the 
committee were enthusiastic and hard working. We look forward to the 
summer activities and continued work and interest until we meet again 
in October. Please look out for people who might like to join us and 
bring them along then. 
 

 
 
Tuesday 2 June   Guild Summer Rally, Brodick Church 1.30pm. 
Tuesday 7 July    Guild Fete, Arran High School 
Saturday 5 Sept.  National Guild Rally, The Caird Hall, Dundee 
 
      Vivienne Haigh (Guild President) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 21 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World Mission 
 
The June edition of the WM News certainly came very 
promptly, and concentrates on partnership with churches in 
other countries. The problems albinos have in Zambia (and 
other places) had certainly never crossed my mind, and I did 
not know their body parts were valued because it is believed 
they make powerful cures – what a terrible thought! There is 
always something to learn and much of interest in the 
magazine - I found the April edition particularly moving. 
Please let me know if you would like me to keep you a copy. 
 
 
The new stamp appeal is in aid of the Church of Scotland HIV 
Programme, which supports projects in various countries. 
HIV/AIDS is an on-going problem and there is 
still no vaccine against it, also the effective 
retroviral treatment is not available to 
everyone. As a result there are many 
orphaned children. 
Please continue to save your stamps, as any 
little we can do, will be of some help.   
     

Monica Tweeddale 
 
 
 
 
 



 22 

 
 
Save the Children hosted coffee mornings around 
the island in place of a door-to-door collection this year. 
 
The weather wasn’t favourable so an extra special 
thank you to everyone who ventured out and for your 
generous support. Lamlash raised £258.27 towards the 
fantastic total sum of  £1716.90  

Margaret Shaw 
    ~~~~ 
 
 
Mary’s Meals 
The “Donate a £ : Lose a lb” Weigh In raised £526.41. 
Thank you to everyone who participated.  £35.44 from filled 
boxes was sent off on May 4 and an acknowledgment and 
thanks received 2 days later.  £12.20 feeds and educates a 
child for a year, helping him/her to work his/her out of poverty. 
 
Boxes are available in the church porch.  Please take one and pop 
your loose change in.  It’s amazing how it mounts up.  The filled box 
can be handed in to me.  
 

Maureen Oakes 
    ~~~~ 
 
 
Christian Aid 
Well done and thank you to the ‘men-folks’ for running the Wednesday 
Coffee Morning during Christian Aid Week. Again,  
a great big  thank you to everyone for supporting so generously. 
 
Coffee Morning   £225.65 
Envelope Donations £384.85 
Total Raised  £610.50 
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At the invitation of the Newsletter Editor, Rev. 
John Webster writes…… 
 
 
The Cross and the Bomb 
 

In 1962 I was one of 70 Scottish ministers who marched in 
Glasgow in protest against the then H Bomb. The Scotsman 
newspaper of the day described us as “Ministers who are out 
of step” and concluded ‘SOME DAY, GOD WILLING, we will 
reach agreement with the Russians to Ban the Bomb!” 
 
Some day, God willing! In 1968 the Nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty was signed and stated that those five,  
(now there are eight or nine) countries then with the bomb 
would negotiate the elimination of all nuclear weapons! 
 
Twenty years later the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland was finally persuaded to denounce Trident as being 
immoral and contrary to the will of God in Christ. It has 
repeated this stance ever since. 
 
But, today four submarines are based at Faslane. One of 
these is constantly at sea.  In Arran we are constantly 
reminded of this as we see one of these Trident submarines 
slink up and down the Firth on a regular basis. 
 
Each of these submarines carries up to 8 missiles on board, 
and each missile carries up to 5 nuclear bombs (warheads) 
on top. Each of these bombs is around 8 times as destructive 
as the bomb that flattened Hiroshima in 1945, killing over 
140,000 civilians! These submarines now need modernised. 
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We are now embarked on a course of replacing Trident with 
submarines that could last until 2060.  By that time it is 
estimated that Britain could spend £100 billion on Nuclear 
Weapons.  This, while a War on Want still has to be won. 
 
In this situation, Christians are called to protest and proclaim 
the power of non-violent love demonstrated supremely in 
victory on the Cross – “sheer follow to those on their way to 
ruin, but to those on the way to salvation it is the Power and 
the Wisdom of God.”  
Love is stronger than Evil! 
 
If sufficient people protest, then Governments will have to 
yield! Not to disarm presents a greater risk, than to disarm -  
the risk of mutual annihilation.  God WILLS for HIS shouts of 
protestation from us, not SOME DAY, but today, NOW!   
 
I shall be at Faslane on Whit Saturday where SCANA 
(Scottish Christians against nuclear arms) will be holding a 
peaceful, Pentecostal protest.  It is time to hammer our 
swords into ploughs, our bombs into bread.    
     
     
Details of SCANA can be found on their web-pages  
www.scana.org.uk 
    
       Rev. John Webster 
 
 
Thank you John. There is also a link on The Church of Scotland web-pages – Ed 
 
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_fil
e/0003/8895/Nuclear_Weapons_leaflet.pdf 
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THE MINISTER AS SOCIAL HISTORIAN 
 
Ancient Romans were very keen on censuses.  The word itself comes 
from the Latin verb ‘censere’ – meaning ‘to estimate’ – and the post of 
Censor was established in 443BC.  His task was to register citizens 
and their property for taxation purposes, and to safeguard public 
morality.  Of course, we are all familiar with the process described in 
Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 2. 
 
“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.  And all went to be taxed, 
everyone to his own city.  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the 
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David which is called 
Bethlehem.  To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 
child.” 
 
The population of Caledonia (as it was known to the Romans) was 
totally unaffected by such events, because although Emperor Claudius 
invaded Britain in AD43, the tribes north of the Antonine Wall were 
never subdued.  Later on, in England, the Domesday survey of William 
I in 1087 was not so much an attempt to count the population, as to 
assess the value of his new possessions and calculating how much 
tax they could generate.   
 
No such exercise was attempted in Scotland until 1720, when the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland proposed ‘A 
Geographical Description of Scotland’.  Such a task would have been 
well-nigh impossible for the Governments of the time, but there already 
existed an educated task force – if they could be persuaded to carry 
out the work.   
The project was entrusted to the Rev. Alexander Webster, a minister of 
Edinburgh, and questionnaires were sent out to the ministers of 909 
parishes, the results being known as Webster’s Census of 1755. 
 
James Stewart, the Minister of Kilbride Parish (1723-52), who had 
originally come to the island from Rothesay reported as follows -   
 
Number of Inhabitants   1369 
Number of Fighting Men (aged 18-56)   274  
 
The information about the number of fighting men was undoubtedly a 
government attempt to assess the military strength of Scotland 
following the 1745 Rebellion. 
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Encouraged by the success of the information gathering process, if not 
the results, Sir John Sinclair of Ulbster persuaded the General 
Assembly to support a more detailed survey, and in 1790 sent out 
structured questionnaires to over 900 parish ministers, covering the 
whole country.   
 
The Minister of Kilbride Parish, Gershom Stuart, was born in Rothesay 
in 1718, and came to Arran with his family as a child, being five years 
old when his father James became Minister.  In 1752 he succeeded 
James, and also was married in Edinburgh, where the register records 
the marriage of – 
 
“Gersham Stewart, Minister in the Isle of Aron, and Betty Crawford, 
daughter to John Crawford, Clerk to the Customs in Bo’ness.”   
 
Gershom seems to have been less than enthusiastic about completing 
the questionnaire, managing to dismiss his parish in only four pages, 
compared with the thirty-eight produced at a later date by the Rev. 
Allan McNaughton.  He was however in his seventies, and, in addition 
to his ministerial duties in a parish fourteen miles long, was tenant of 
the farms at Blairmore and Margnaheglish.  Nevertheless, his narrative 
provides an interesting snapshot of Kilbride at the end of the 18th 
century. 

Iain Auld 
      

 
Holy Isle received a life tenant in 1958: 
Stewart Huston of Pennsylvania, USA. 
He was a millionaire who had a special 
interest in the island because he was 
descended from Gershom Stuart, who 
was Minister of Kilbride (at Lamlash) 
from 1747 - 1796. Despite his interest 
in the island and its history, he did not 
visit often, and the land continued to be 
used for grazing sheep by local 
shepherds from Arran 
 

 
 
Fascinating reading, thank you Iain! Interesting that at the end of the 18th century 
folks were regularly attending church and knew their bible! - Ed 
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PARISH OF KILBRIDE IN ARRAN 
By the Rev.Mr. GERSHOM STUART, Minister 
 
Name and Extent - 
Kilbride is said to be compounded of Kil, a burying place, and Bride, a 
contraction of Bridget, the name of an ancient saint.  The extent of the parish, 
from Dippin in the south, to Lochranza on the north, is 14 miles. 
 
Soil, Produce and Cattle - 
The soil is hard and stony.  To supply the deficiency of corn, the inhabitants 
plant great quantities of potatoes, which are their principal food for 9 months of 
the year.  They sell annually about 200 bolls (12 tons) of barley besides 500 head 
of black cattle and 80 sheep.  Part of the latter are kept for home consumption.  
Out of these articles, and the profits of their fish, they are enabled to pay their 
rents. 
 
Fishing – 
In July, the herrings frequent the coast, when the inhabitants bestow the most 
unwearied application to the fishing till the end of November. 
 
Climate and Diseases –  
The air is very salubrious.  People advanced in years, however, often complain 
of coughs and rheumatisms during winter.  These diseases are much owing to 
the dampness of their houses, and the scarcity of fuel to render them warm and 
comfortable, which is occasioned by the coal tax. For many years past, a great 
number of children died of the natural smallpox. Parents are now more 
reconciled to inoculation.  There is a disorder, no less fatal to children, which 
seems to be peculiar to this island, called the eighth-day sickness.  Infants are 
seized with it the 8th day after birth, by the falling down of the jaw, attended 
with violent convulsions.  Much of the cause is ascribed to unskilful midwives. 
 
Harbours and Lighthouses – 
There are only 2 harbours in the island, viz. Lamblash and Lochranza.  The 
south end of the island is rocky; and many shipwrecks happened there before 
the lighthouse on Pladda was erected. 
 
Population – 
The number of souls at present (1793) in the parish is   2545 
The return to Dr Webster, in 1755, was      1369 
         Increase 1176 
This increase would have been considerably greater, had not the population 
diminished of late; as upwards of 300 sailors go annually to the Royal Navy, the 
fishing, or on board merchant ships, many of whom never return. 
 
Proprietor and Rent – 
The Duke of Hamilton is proprietor of the whole island, except 5 small farms.  
The yearly rent of Arran is £3,500. 
 
Character – 
The whole inhabitants belong to the Established Church, and are a sober well-
disposed people.  They attend divine service with great regularity; are well 
acquainted with the Scriptures; shew a good example to their children, and 
instruct them in the principles of Christianity. 
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Cool Club finishes off for the summer term on  
Friday the 19th of June.  
 
Sunday Club 
Sunday Club will finish up on Sunday the 21st of June 
(Father’s Day) with book presentations in church.  
 
In May, Rev. Lily McKinnon presented our children with a 
certificate from The Church of Scotland World 
Mission Council in recognition of their excellent 
contribution to the Mary Slessor ‘Make a 
Difference Competition’. 
 
The Christian Aid week support materials 
included video clips and ideas for arts & crafts. 
We had great fun learning about the status of 
owning a cow! 
 

 
 
Please come and join us anytime, we 
would love to see you!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
If you see someone without a smile, give them one of yours. 
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Crossword Clues (Bible Version NIV) 
 
Across 
1  See 23 Across 
3  Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, with Jesus (Luke 23:43) (8) 
8  Invalid (4) 
9  Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8) 
11 Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its spirit (Philippians 3:6) (10) 
14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6) 
15 ‘This is how it will be with anyone who — up things for himself but is not rich 
towards God’ (Luke 12:21) (6) 
17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10) 
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8) 
21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4) 
22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3) 
23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of — to 
work it and take — of it’ (Genesis 2:15) (4,4) 
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Crossword Clues 
 
Down 
1  Struggle between opposing forces (Habakkuk 1:3) (8) 
2  James defined this as ‘looking after orphans and widows in their distress and 
keeping oneself from being polluted by the world’ (James 1:27) (8) 
4  ‘The one I kiss is the man; — him’ (Matthew 26:48) (6) 
5  ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (10) 
6   St Columba’s burial place (4) 
7   Swirling current of water (4) 
10  Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10) 
12  ‘God was pleased through the foolishness of what was — , to save those who 
believe’ (1 Corinthians 1:21) (8) 
13  Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 men one night (2 Kings 19:35) 
(8) 
16  ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet’(2 Samuel 9:3) 
(1,3,2) 
18  David Livingstone was one (4) 
19  Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1) 
 
 
MAZE 
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Editor’s Note 
 

And so we learn that at the end of the 
18th century, Lamlash folks attended 
church regularly and were “well 
acquainted with the Scriptures”.  Mmm, 
can we say the same today and how 
well do you know your Bible? Do you 
ever read it? With 66 Books – perhaps you just aren’t sure where to 
start? Worry not – help is at hand!!!  
 
You can of course hear scripture readings every week in church -  and 
yes, we’d love to see you - but there are alternative and additional 
options. In fact your spoilt for choice! 
 
The Scottish Bible Society offers a daily reading and prayer 
https://scottishbiblesociety.org/readandpray/20-may-2015/ 
Or WordLive, from Scripture Union, is a free, online guide.  
Log on at https://www.wordlive.org  
 

 
Whilst on the subject of reading…are you a member of a local book 
group? Perhaps you just enjoy reading? If so, try and get hold of a 
copy of a new book called: 

“The Shed that Fed a Million Children” 
It‘s written by Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow, the Founder and Chief 
Executive of Mary’s Meals and just launched in May. 
 
I hope you have enjoyed reading this edition of our church magazine. 
Feedback is always welcome.  
 
Thank you to all our contributors. Please keep up the great work! I 
hope others will come forward with news and fresh ideas for future 
editions. Copy deadline for the Autmn Edition is 16 August 2015. 
 
Have a great summer! 
 
Warmest wishes  
Alison 
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Trust Housing, McKelvie Road 
 

There is a short service of worship held at 3pm  
in the lounge at Trust Housing  

on the second Sunday of each month. 
Please join with the folk who reside there for this very relaxed 

sharing of the word of God.  
 

 
 

 
Crossword Solution 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SCO15072 
CCL 285594 

 
 

 
www/lamlashkilmorychurch.co.uk 
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Guild Fete 

Tuesday 7th of July 
2pm 

Arran High School 
 

                    

 


