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“A faith to proclaim ~ a fellowship to share” 
“In both our churches, we follow the teachings of Jesus. We aim to be an open, welcoming 

pro-active fellowship that provides a safe place where people of all ages may grow, 
prayerfully, in their faith and enhance their life in and with Christ, and where the Word of 

God can be spread in the community.” 
 

www.lamlashkilmorychurch.co.uk  
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Kilmory Parish Church 

Kilmory Church boasts a long and proud history dating back to the 12th century. Its roll of 
Ministers goes back, almost unbroken, to 1560, and it was in Kilmory that the Arran revival 
began in 1815. 

The present building was built in 1880, 
replacing an existing structure which 
had been rebuilt in 1785, and is 
essentially in sound order. 

The Church is situated in the heart of a 
very close-knit rural community. The 
congregation has a strong family feel to 
it and reflects all age groups. Kilmory 
has, at present, a roll of 38 members 
and 5 adherents. There is a Sunday 
School, but numbers are extremely low 
at this time, so the potential for a pro-
active outreach is there. 

The main building of the Church is in good repair. We carried out our last Property 
Inspection ourselves, as this was considered good practice and management of the 
building. The main body of the Church was completely repainted in 2010. Heating is all 
electric with overhead heaters which give a warm glow to the proceedings. 

There is a transept area which gives us a separate area yet it is still very much part of the 
Church. This is used for fellowship after every service on a Sunday morning where 
members and visitors alike are invited to remain and join together in a welcome cup of tea 
or coffee and to share in real fellowship. Children are welcome to use this area during 
Sunday Services when there is no Sunday School. A selection of puzzles, pens and paper 
are available for the children to enjoy, and parents are able to enjoy worship knowing that 

their children are partaking in the experience 
albeit differently. 

In recent years, the West Gable end with Bell 
Tower were completely repointed with the 
removal of modern mortar and replaced with 
lime based mortar to avoid further erosion to 
the building. The Buttresses to the south of 
the Church were also repaired in the same 
way. 
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The Bessie Arnold 

During a blizzard on 28 December 1908, the ship ‘Bessie Arnold’ ran onto the rock. With 
the exception of the ship’s mate, all the crew perished, and it was the figurehead of the 
ship that served as their headstone in the churchyard. The figure was restored and now 
sits inside the church with a copy at the place of rest for the crew. 

The people of Kilmory realise that they are relatively small in number and would like to see 
the membership increase. However, as the parish of Kilmory has a population of only 279, 
the task will not be easy. In recent years, there has been local housing association 
development that houses a mixture of general population. Outreach has plenty of scope. 

Worship 

Our service is currently at 10.00 a.m. every 
Sunday morning. We have two formal 
communions a year, usually on the first 
Sunday in May and November. At 
Christmas time, we alternate the 
Watchnight Service with Lamlash in that in 
one year we hold our service at 11.30 p.m. 
and in the alternate year we hold it at 
9.30 p.m. 

We hold a family service on Christmas 
morning which always proves popular with 
members and their families. 

Services at Kilmory are varied, but it is fairly typical of being Presbyterian and following a 
traditional structure that can incorporate plays, discussions and instruments over and 
above the organ, for example, guitar, brass, accordion and string. Children are also 
involved with services throughout the year where appropriate. 

Praise services take place where alternative musical instruments are used, and as a 
Church we consider all services as ‘All Age’ services, as participation is invited where it is 
appropriate. We have two trained Elders who have led morning worship and, along with 
Readers and retired Ministers, provide the current basis of service provision in the form of 
supply. 

There is an audio amplification and hearing loop system. We have embraced the 
introduction of CH4 and ensure that there are sufficient copies of the hymnbook available 
in melody and large print format for those who which to use them. 

The congregation of Kilmory is very loyal and proud of their Church and surroundings. We 
would like the opportunity to continue with our works and build on this stability that we have 
worked hard to strive for in these current times. 
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Community 

We have an excellent school with a dedicated staff. The school has a shared headship 
with Shiskine Primary School. It would be expected for our minister to be part of the school 
with visits on a regular basis. This is seen as a pivotal role in a rural area, as many of 
today’s children do not have any contact with any church on a regular basis. The school 
holds their Christmas and Easter service in the Church, and they open the service to the 
whole community. 

Most require travelling out of Kilmory for their place of work. Apart from farming, the main 
employer is the local creamery. The area also has a hotel which is open only from March 
to October, so employment here is seasonal. 

Facilities are limited, but as a community we access our local Village Hall for events. In 
recent years, the hall has been completely redeveloped with the addition of a bunkhouse 
providing self-catering accommodation. 

Outreach 

As a Church, we are part of Arran Churches Together and have hosted particular services 
in the calendar of activities that is organised year on year. These include the Service of 
Christian Unity, World Day of Prayer, Good Friday Walk of Witness, Songs of Praise and 
the Christingle Service. We contribute to the funding of the Arran Youth Worker who is 
employed to work with the young people on the island and provide a drop-in centre for 
them to go and meet. 

We have recently restarted our newsletter and aim to produce it quarterly. This is available 
in the Church and at the local Hall, and the school has been willing for us to distribute this 
to families through the school. 

Lamlash Parish Church 

The time of worship in Lamlash is currently 
11.30 a.m., allowing about 30 minutes to 
travel from Kilmory to Lamlash. 

The service is traditional, with members of 
the congregation reading the lesson. Both 
congregations are, however, happy to 
consider additions or alterations. Hymns 
are selected from CH4, with a good choice 
of old and new. 

There are two retired Ministers and two 
Readers who conduct services. 

Communion Services are normally held on 
the first Sunday in May and the first Sunday 
in November, with Home Communions being offered to the housebound. 
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The present Church is a Grade ‘A’ 
listed building and was built in 1886 
on the site of the first Parish Church, 
which closed in September 1885. 
During the building of the Church, 
services were conducted in the hall, 
which is an Grade ‘B’ listed building, 
adjacent to the Church. Lamlash Church 
is the biggest church building on the 

island. This fact allows it to be used for events which attract especially large numbers. 

There is a chime of nine bells situated within the Bell 
Tower and these are rung each Sunday, as a call to 
worship. These are rung by a single bell-ringer. At 
present, there is a rota of 4 bell ringers. 

Due to the Church’s central commanding location, the 
hymn tunes played on these bells can be heard 
throughout the village. 

Outside the Church stands an ancient Cross and Baptismal Font, which 
were unearthed in the present cemetery in 1892, and which almost 
certainly came from the old Monastery buildings on Holy Isle. 

Its Church Organ is considered to be the best on Arran, and in fact, the 
West of Scotland. There is a rota of 3 accomplished organists. There is 
easy disabled access to both church and church hall, and there is an 
audio amplification and hearing loop system, with a similar system in 
the church hall. 

In Lamlash, a Unitary Constitution operates, with 
15 ordained elders and 4 who were previously 
Congregational Board members. Of the total of 19, 
8 are women. Apart from 2 members who are unfit, 
all Session members participate in the work of the 
Session and Church in general. The Session Clerk, 
Assistant Session Clerk (previously Clerk to the 
Congregational Board) and Treasurer have served 
well and have a good working relationship. The 
elders form welcoming teams at the door each 
Sunday. 

Each Sunday, the service is recorded and CDs are produced, along with paper 
transcripts of the sermon, for delivery to housebound members. This affords an 
opportunity for a much-appreciated visit. 
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The congregations of Kilmory and Lamlash have a very 
good relationship, which includes an annual joint Kirk 
Session meeting. 

At present, a small Sunday Club leaves the church after 
the children's address and proceeds to the adjacent hall 
for Sunday Club activities. This is an area which requires 
some work to increase numbers. 

There is a thriving club for primary school children. This 
is the Cool Club, and it has about 15 members who meet 
on Fridays after school. There is a good working 
relationship with parents, whose input and opinions are 
valued. 

The Guild is very active, and meets every second 
Tuesday afternoon and has a current membership of 26. 

A Prayer Group meets every second 
Wednesday. 

There are Beaver and Cub groups, and 
although not attached to the Church, they do 
have Church Parades to Lamlash Church on 
Remembrance Sunday. 

Following the completion of a large-scale 
restoration project involving Church and Hall 
in 2007, the Church is now open to visitors in 
the summer months, with a member in 
attendance to offer information. 

Other information 

At present, the roll of the Congregation stands at 100 members and 6 adherents. Many of 
the members are elderly, but with a population of just over 1,000 in Lamlash, there is 
great potential for an increase in family membership. We intend to have a 
Stewardship campaign (finance) in the not too distant future.  
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The minister of the Parish is the Chaplain to the primary school in each of the villages, 
thus the minister of Kilmory/Lamlash would be expected to visit the respective primary 
schools. Arran High School, situated in Lamlash, is visited by all the ministers on the 
island on a rota basis, arranged in consultation with the Headteacher. 

The end-of-Session Church Service is often held 
in Church, and there is scope for further links with 
all 3 schools. 

There are currently 56 houses being built in 
Lamlash, being a mixture of social rent and 
mixed equity sale. There are also plans for the 
building, in the future, of another 30 houses in the 
village. These will include young families, and so 
offer opportunities for involving them in the 
Church. The Pastoral Group has already 
distributed Church Newsletters to new residents. 

The Manse, Lamlash 

The Manse is positioned on an elevated site at the edge of the village adjacent to the 
Margnaheglish housing estate. 

A modern house, built in 1994, the 
décor has been well maintained and 
the garden grounds provide an 
attractive setting. It enjoys 
uninterrupted views over the golf 
course to Lamlash Bay. Some 
redecoration will be carried out prior to 
occupation by the new minister. 

The accommodation is split level 
clearly separating the family 
apartments from the working area. 

 

Ground floor 

• Spacious entrance hall with direct access to both study and garage. 
• Cloakroom 
• Study 
• Toilet for guests 
• Utility room with access from rear door to the gardens 
• Single car garage 
• Staircase leading to family apartment 
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Upper floor 

• Large lounge with access to dining room 
and balcony. 

• Dining room 

• Kitchen with fitted floor and wall units 
and plenty of worktop space. Access is 
from both hall and dining room. 

• Hallway leading to four bedrooms. 

• Bedrooms all have fitted wardrobes 

 
 
 
 
 

• Master bedroom also has an en-suite 
with shower, WC and WHB. 

• Family bathroom 

• Balcony off the lounge with south- and 
west-facing views 

 

 

 

General 

• Carpeting in all apartments and vinyl 
flooring in kitchen, bathrooms, etc. 

• Electric central heating throughout 

• Double glazing 

• Wood burning stove in lounge 

• Feature window seats in lounge and 
master bedroom 

• Driveway for several cars, lawns and 
flower beds 
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Outreach 
• Lamlash Church hosts the annual John Dick Carol Concert, and Arran Churches 

Together Songs of Praise in inclement weather; otherwise this is normally held on the 
green opposite the Church. 

• There is a monthly Coffee Morning in the winter months, and a weekly Coffee Morning 
in the summer months. These are well attended, and they offer welcome opportunities 
for socialising as well as creating important financial income. Some income is used to 
regularly support Mary’s Meals and Christian Aid. 

• A quarterly newsletter is produced which is distributed locally, affording visits to 
housebound members. 

• The Cool Club sponsors, through World Vision, a boy and his family and village in the 
Dinajpur district of Bangladesh. 

• The Cool Club distributes Palm Crosses to the congregation on Palm Sunday. 
The purchase of these help to finance African Palms. 

• The Pastoral Care Group remit includes being involved in visiting in the Sheltered 
Housing complex and in the Cooriedoon Care Home in Whiting Bay. They are also 
concerned with Coffee Mornings and the distribution of flowers from the Sunday 
Services. Another responsibility is the distribution of Welcome Packs to new residents. 

• Donations are made to the Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal. 
• The Church Hall is used by non-church organisations, e.g. Mothers and Toddlers Group 

(about 7 children), Friday Club, Alcoholics Anonymous, Ceilidh Dancers, Arran Middle 
Eastern Dancers and for children’s birthday parties. 

• There is a Sheltered Housing complex at the west end of the village, with 17 flats 
presently occupied. One elder is assigned to 
this. However, members of the congregation 
help with visits, car pool, etc. A monthly 
Service of Worship is conducted in the 
lounge of the complex on a rota basis by a 
Worship Leader from the congregation and 
the Baptist Church Minister. 

• Arran Churches Together (ACT) – This 
involves all the Arran Churches in various 
events: Service of Christian Unity, World 
Day of Prayer, Good Friday Walk of Witness, 
Songs of Praise and Christingle Service. 

• Through Arran Churches Together, we 
support financially and prayerfully the work 
of Arran Youth Foundation's Youth Worker, 
the full-time youth worker for the island. 
Also, through ACTS, we support the Food 
Bank, and one of the Lamlash elders has the 
base for the Food Bank on her premises.  
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Island Information 

The Isle of Arran, measuring roughly 20 miles from 
north to south and 10 miles from east to west, has a 
population of approximately 4,700, which almost 
doubles in the summer with the influx of visitors. 
www.visitarran.com 

Transport 

The main ferry link with the mainland is from Brodick 
to Ardrossan, a journey time of 55 minutes. 
Ardrossan Harbour has a direct rail link with 
Glasgow (about 45 minutes). There are 5 return 
sailings daily, increased to 10 in the summer. A 
smaller ferry sails regularly from Lochranza, in the 
north of the island, to Claonaig on the Kintyre 
peninsula; and in winter, this is replaced by one 
sailing each day between Tarbert and Lochranza. 

The island has regular bus services which run all year. 

Activities 

Being an island, the community is well defined and there is a good friendly community 
spirit with a wide range of social activities. For the outdoor enthusiast, there is abundant 
wildlife to observe, walks ranging from demanding mountain ridges to beautiful coastal 
paths, golf, bowls and sailing. 

There is a Music Society and folk music groups, drama clubs, a film club and the Screen 
Machine, which visits about every 6 weeks with newly-released films, and many other 
activities. 

Medical Services 

The medical service on the island is first class 
and includes a small hospital in Lamlash, with 
Medical Centres in the four main areas of 
population. The 8 GPs serve in the hospital on a 
rotational basis to give 24-hour cover in the 
hospital. For the most serious cases, a quick 
helicopter evacuation to a mainland hospital is 
used. The Minister of Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church is the Hospital Chaplain, although all Ministers and the Parish Assistant for the 
North of Arran visit hospital patients. There are two dental practices, with 3 dentists. There 
is also an optician practice. 
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Education 

The educational provision on the island is of a 
high standard. The local Lamlash Primary 
School, with a roll of 61, with 10 pre-school 
children, has a good reputation and is in a 
relatively modern building. Arran High School is 
located in Lamlash, but serves the whole island 
and has a role of 255. A new building has been 
built for the High School. It is a six year High 
School with a very good academic record and a 
wide range of extra-curricular activities, and so 
can provide a good all-round education. 

Kilmory Primary School is housed in a fairly new building, and has 34 pupils and 7 Pre-
school children. It, too, enjoys a high reputation. 

There are another 5 Primary Schools on the island, and school buses transport High 
School pupils. 

Shops 

A variety of shops generally provide for the needs of the islanders, and only for more 
specialised items, or for a greater choice, one might shop off the island. Lamlash has a 
small branch of the Co-op, and the island’s only supermarket is a modern branch of the 
Co-op in Brodick, a distance of 4 miles from Lamlash. 

The village 

Lamlash is a fairly concentrated village of approximately 1,000 people, on the western side 
of Lamlash Bay, and looks over to Holy Island which is now owned by the Buddhists. In 
addition to the previously mentioned hospital, Lamlash is the location for the Council 
Offices, the Police Station, a Medical Centre, Lamlash Primary School and Arran High 
School. 

There are several housing schemes being looked at, some under the umbrella of Arran 
Homes consisting of part buy part rent and also private schemes that are for low cost 
housing so that younger people are able to stay on the island or to attract them to the 
Island. 

Employment is mainly related to tourism and the public sector. Principal employers include 
the island’s most prominent construction company (Thomson’s), Arran Provisions, Arran 
Aromatics, shops, hotels, guest houses and many smaller businesses. 
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The future 

We are willing and friendly congregations eagerly seeking a new minister. 

We are looking for someone who will be part of our team, and who will develop our worship 
and Christian thinking, challenge our ideas and share with us the journey of being Church 
in the communities of Kilmory and Lamlash, and in the whole of the Isle of Arran, in the 
21st century. 

 

 

 

 

Contact – Interim Moderator: Mrs Jean Hunter, 01770 860380, 
j.hunter744@btinternet.com 

Clerk to Committee: Mrs Mairi Duff, 01770 870305, mairiduff@btinternet.com 

Scottish Charity numbers – Kilmory SC023602 

Lamlash SC015072 


