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Dear Friends, 

One of my favourite songs is 'Autumn Leaves' and I 
especially like Nat King Cole's version. As I write this 
letter it is certainly Autumn. The leaves are turning into 
those lovely colours, bronze and red and gold. Today I had 
my first Robin at the bird feeder on my balcony and the 
calendar on my computer is flagging up dates such as 
Remembrance Sunday, All Saints and Christmas! It is 
certainly true that as you get older the time does seem to go 
faster, perhaps it's because it is so precious? I remember as a 
youngster finding the time between my birthday and 
Christmas dragging terribly, and my birthday is in 
November! Now I wonder with alarm which birthday is 
coming next? 

Having said all of that it is important to remember that 
without Autumn there would be no Spring. Spring and new 
growth only comes after the death of the Autumn leaves and 
the darkness of winter. When I worked on the Orkney Isles 
the winter came with alarming speed and the darkness was 
complete, sometimes from as early as 2pm in the afternoon! 
The compensation for these winter months, of course, is to 
be found in friendships and the warmth of home and 
fireside, time to talk and to slow down a little. 
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Helen on the bells- courtesy of the BBC ~ 

''\ 1 
-~-:--· 
') DoorDuty '-

September 2nd Mick Cannon 
9th Mrs Mary Mackenzie 

16th Laurie Campbell 
23rd Mrs Helen Donnelly 
30th David Oakes 

October 7th Ian Watt 
14th Mick Cannon 
21st Mrs Mary MacKenzie 
28th Laurie Campbell 

November 4th Mrs Helen Donnelly 
11th David Oakes 
18th lan Watt 
25th Mick Cannon 
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Mrs Vivienne Haigh 
Peter MacKay 
Mrs Helen MacGregor 
Mrs Joyce Walker 
Mrs Aileen Graham 
Ken Barclay 
Mrs Vivienne Haigh 
Peter MacKay 
Mrs Helen MacGregor 
Mrs Joyce Walker 
Mrs Aileen Graham 
KenBarclay 
Mrs Vivienne Haigh 



September 

October 

November 

Clrurclt Flowers 

Mrs Gill Butcher 
Mrs Christine Hamilton 
Miss Margaret McArthur 
Mrs May McLellan 
Mrs Maureen Oakes 
Mrs Mary Mackenzie 
Mrs Vivienne Haigh 
Mrs Pearl Forbes 
Guild 
Poppies 
Mrs Morag Campbell 
Mrs Isabel McCiure 

After church the flowers are delivered to the sick, housebound, and 
bereaved in the village. If you are able to join the rota - we have 
several spaces - or help deliver the flowers, please contact me. 
Thank you. 

Mary MacKenzie 700220 

Churclr Family 

Deaths 

Sandy Walker 

Maureen Sneddon 

Andy McCormack 

Jenny Hall 

Janet Stafford 

May they rest in peace in the arms of the Lord 
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The same can be said of the Autumn of our lives. Things can 
be less frantic and there should be more time for cultivating 
the finer things in life! Your faith is something that can be 
put on the back burner when days are busy with work or 
children but if you're approaching your latter years, the 
wisdom years, then what better time to get back in touch 
with God? The story is unchanged although the world is 
changing all the time. God is not constrained by years or 
seasons and is always happy to welcome you back. Why 
don't you give him a call today and maybe you could get to 
know each other a bit better as the nights draw in. 

Wishing you all God's Blessing 

Gillean. 

Library 

There is a large collection of books in the bookcase at the 
front of the church to borrow. Please take time to browse as 
there is a wide selection. 
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Guild Notes-Autumn 2012 

Although our regular meetings are suspended during the 
summer months Guild members continue to be active in 
other ways, helping out by baking or manning the jewellery, 
card and plant stalls at the weekly coffee mornings, working 
for the Guild Fete and this year collecting items for the 
Mary's Meals Backpack project. An outing to the Annual 
Presbyterial Guild Rally was held this year at Millport on 
Cumbrae and was attended by Margaret and Jeanette along 
with friends from Shiskine. The speaker was the Rev. David 
Currie and his subject was ''New Frontiers". 

0~ recently formed Guild link with the New Laigh Kirk, 
Ktlmarnock was firmly established when eleven of our 
Guild members visited their Guild for "Coffee & a Chat". 
On Monday, July18th after a pleasant lunch at "Oh, Really" 
we were collected by mini-bus and taken to Kilmarnock. 
Like us, they do not have regular meetings in the summer 
but lots of their members turned up to meet us and a super 
afternoon was had by all. Games, songs, refreshments, and 
the presentation to us of a beautiful cross stitch of the Guild 
logo helped us all to get to know each other and an 
afternoon of fellowship and friendship firmly cemented our 
new link. We hope to return their wonderful hospitality later 
in the year. 
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Coffee Mornings 

Summer is over. Our takings were down but we are in a 
recession and did well to make £3390.82 during May, June, 
July and August. From this sum we sent money to 
Christian Aid and to Mary's Meals, as well, of course, as 
boosting church funds. We can now afford a cleaner, who 
comes in once a week and keeps the church and hall in good 
order. The hall, which is used regularly particularly in the 
winter, now smells fresh as we enter! 

September 6th coffee morning was the first of the winter 
ones. These are held monthly on the first Wednesday of 
every month- except for January when it will be on the 
second Wednesday, the 91

h. 

A big 'thank you' once again to all team leaders, bakers, 
servers, stall holders, those who make tea and coffee and 
deal with the dirty dishes, and those who help set up and 
clear away the tables. It's good to hear that you enjoy 
working together and it's good to see our customers 
enjoying the company as well as the coffee and cakes. Even 
our local Co-op contributes by providing the milk for each 
event, something which is much appreciated. 

Thank you all again and we look forward to seeing you on 
Wednesday 3nJ October. 

Maureen Oakes 
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Arra11 Churc/1es Together 

Taize Services - First Thursday in the month - Now at 
St. Molios in Shiskine. Watch the noticeboard - each 
service is advertised, so come and join this meditative 
worship. 

Sunday 24th June- Lam lash Songs of Praise. 
Once more we were unable to hold the event out of doors 
because of the sodden state of the Green. However we still 
had a full church and raised the rafters with singing. Many 
thanks to all who took part and for the refreshments 
afterwards. 

Thursday 23rd August- Summer Quiz 
This was held in Brodick Church Hall and saw a great turn 
out of people enjoying a fun evening of quizicality all served 
up with supper. 

Future Events 

Thursday 29th November- Christingle service- Brodick 
Church at 7pm. The children will meet at 6.30 in the hall 
to make the Christingles. A lovely service to set off on the 
road of Advent- for children of all ages! 

Gill Butcher 
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July 3 was the date for this year's annual Guild Fete and the 
Dining Room and Cafe Bar at the High School were rapidly 
and efficiently transformed for this purpose. All the usual 
stalls were present and the enthusiastic stall holders and 
helpers made for another successful event. Although takings 
were a little less than last year we managed to make a very 
healthy £884.66. A very big thank you to everyone who 
worked so hard before, during, and after the event and to 
those who came along and spent their money on the day. 

As reported in the Summer magazine our new three year 
theme will be based on the present Guild motto - "Whose 
we are and whom we serve" and the discussion topic will be 
11Let's talk about •..•.• Being Christian in today's world". 
The six new projects to be supported are:-

1. Building a better Rwanda. 
2. Making a difference in Liberia (Mary's Meals) 
3. The Julius Project (Scottish Churches Housing Action) 
4. Heart for Art (Crossreach) 
5. Passage from India (Ministries Council) 
6. Out of Africa .... into Malta (World Mission Council). 

Margaret was again our representative at the Church of 
Scotland Annual Meeting 2012 in the Caird Hall, Dundee on 
25 August and her report follows. 

As always we are looking for new members and we extend a 
warm welcome to new and current members .Meetings take 
place in the Church Hall every second Tuesday at 2pm. 
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Dates for your diary: 

Sunday 21st October- Guild Dedication Service 11.30am 
Led by Gillean. 

Tuesday 30 October 2pm - Church Hall for first meeting 

Vivienne Haigh 

The Summer Rally was held at Millport on Cumbrae on 5th 
June and Jeanette and I represented Lamlash Guild. 
Transport by ferry, bus, ferry and bus saw us there in time 
for lunch and the afternoon meeting in the cathedral. This 
was well attended, the speaker inspiring and singing 
accompanied by Nikki Smith on the organ. Tea was served 
at the close. 

The return trip was not so easy! Around 200 people wanted 
to get the bus back to the slipway, it was now pouring with 
rain and long queues ensued- there aren't too many buses 
on Cumbrae and we were waiting for the same two to make 
the return trips. It was 5.30 when the Arran party reached 
Largs! Fortunately our taxi was still waiting and thanks to a 
skilful driver and Cal Mac's co-operation we reached home 
that night! 
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World Mission 

It doesn't seem possible that another three months has 
passed and that the summer is over. There is not much to 
report on the WM front but I think you will agree that the 
last magazine was particularly inspiring, and is always 
worth reading. Make sure you always receive a copy! 

There is a speaker from WM coming to speak to the Guild 
during the coming season of meetings so look out for 
details. 

The Stamp Appeal for this year is to go to Palestinian 
refugees living in a camp near the city of Tyre. The Joint 
Christian Committee for Social Services in Lebanon is 
running a farm project to help these people, and the money 
from the stamps will go towards buying chickens and 
building the necessary coops for chicken farming, so please 
continue to save all your stamps. Thank you. 

Monica Tweeddale 

Thank you very muchfor the compliments. Please remember the 
contents are all down to YOU! Ed 

We remember all those who work for your Gospel in 
places of violence. May your church be near those 

who are oppressed We thank you, Lord, for all those 
who share their lives with those who are under threat. 

Amen 

~--------------------------------------------------------------------
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-
Recording of Services 

Please remember that all services are recorded for those who are 
housebound. They are copied on to compact discs, so that a CD 
player is needed. They are also available as required to anyone, 
housebound or not. Elders are asked to bring to our attention anyone 
in their District who would benefit. 

Normally copies of the sermon are also available on paper, and 
these are available in large print. Some of those who come to 
church get a copy at the door. Please speak to Ravey Bulloch, 
Margaret McArthur or Ian Watt. 

Sowrd System in Church Hall 

Please remember that the loudspeaker and loop system in the church 
hall is available to any group using the church hall. The loop system 
is especially useful to those who use hearing aids, 
Any group who may wish to use this sound system should contact 
lan Watt. 

/lv. • 
tOUVfS oOT TO ADMIT ITS AN 

/MPROV6MENT ON "THE OLD PEWS ... " 
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Guild Annual Meeting- Dundee on 22nd August. 

The Lord Provost of Dundee welcomed up to 2000 members 
of the Church of Scotland Guild to the Caird Hall and 
brought greetings from the city. There were 60 
Presbyteries represented from all parts of Scotland - north, 
from the Shetlands, south to the Borders, the Highlands and 
the Lowlands and the Isles of the West, with 3 reps from 
Arran! 

The National Convenor, Mary Ford, was in the chair 
supported by the Guild Team, and thanks were expressed to 
the retiring officers. 

The Moderator, the Rt Rev Albert Boyle, gave a fine 
address on some of his personal reflections and was quite 
positive on his views of the present social and economical 
problems of our time, emphasising the importan~e of 
discussing these issues with our children and grandchtldren 
and maintaining Christian values. 

Neil Watson, a young musician and songwriter, introduced 
several of his compositions, accompanied on guitar. 
Jennifer Rees Larcombe spoke on counselling work 
undertaken by 'Beauty for Ashes' at their centre/retreat in 
Kent. This supports people going through all kinds of loss, 
grief and trauma. Her story told of the way God has helped 
her through 8 painful years in a wheelchair, bereavement 
and the pain of divorce. God still heals broken hearts, 
bodies and lives today. 
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The representatives of the new Guild projects were given 
80 seconds to introduce their cause in a game of 
'Countdown' and some managed to beat the clock. 

The hymn singing was really uplifting. 'To God be the 
glory' opened the session and we closed with 'Go forth and 
tell' - the theme for this year, leaving the hall to the strains 
of 'I'll go in the strength of the Lord' played on the 
magnificent pipe organ by Stuart Muir, the Dundee City 
Organist, and musician at St. Paul's Episcopal Cathedral. 

An inspiring occasion- may we keep up the momentum!! 

Margaret Fowler 

God give us words to say. 
Put your hand on our lips and fill our mouths with your words. 

Where there is injustice, call us to speak 
Where there is oppression, let your message flow from our mouths. 
Where there is hopelessness, fill our speech with words of hope and 

truth and goodness. 
We offer ourselves to you. 

Call out our voices that we might speak your words with confidence. 

Amen 
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C/1urch Fina11ce Report 

It's been some time since you had an update on the finances 
of the Church. This has been largely due to the last treasurer 
walking away from the job with the books unbalanced 
stating that they could not cope. 

Intimations were at the time posted requesting a volunteer to 
take over the treasurer's job, alas, to date no one has come 
forward so the job has fallen on my shoulders, and with 
Helen Donnelly's help we finally balanced the books. 

The finances of the church have in fact reached a level 
where by we should all be concerned. The offerings in the 
plate have to date shrunk by some 25% as at this time last 
year. If you remember I did say at the Annual Stated 
Meeting that the projected shortfall for the current 
financial year would be in or around the £9k mark, 
however this is now looking more like £13K .I also said 
that once we start using our reserves for the general running 
of the church we would be on a slippery slope to 
extinction. 

I know that through this magazine I am only preaching to 
the already converted, but feel you should know the 
situation, I fully appreciate that times are hard and everyone 
has had to tighten their belt and the church is no different so 
we must look to ways of generating more income. 

Finally, if anyone has a burning ambition to be a church 
treasurer please do not hesitate to contact me. May God 
bless us all, 

Tony Butcher 
Session Clerk/ Church Treasurer/ Presbytery Rep and 
General Dogs Body!!!! 
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'Opell Church' 

It was part of the agreement with Historic Scotland that, in 
return for a large donation of money from that organisation 
for the restoration of the Church and Church Hall, the 
Church should be open to visitors during the summer. 
Consequently, the Church has been open between lOam and 
12noon on weekdays in May, June, July and August and 
at all times a church member has been on duty. 

Visitors were few, and indeed, on some days there were 
none, but nevertheless we fulfilled our agreement with 
Historic Scotland. 

The duty itself was not very onerous, but to give up time 
was a real commitment and I would like to thank those 
volunteers who 'manned' the Church during these months. 

David Oakes 

Kid's quotes 

What's the difference between Mums and Dads? 

1. Mums work at work and at home and Dads just go to work. 
2. Mums know how to talk to teachers without scaring them. 
3. Dads are taller and stronger, but Mums have the real power 

'cause that 's who you ask about sleepovers . 
4. Mums have magic, they make youfoel better without medicine 
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The Cool Club 

The Cool Club resumed on 7th September, and continues to 
meet in the church hall at 4pm on Fridays during term
time, until 5pm. Cool Club is for those in Primary 3 to 
Primary 7. At the moment we have 13 members, and we 
are very pleased to have 3 new members. 

Anyone who wishes to come along to see what we do, or to 
perhaps offer ideas, are invited to come along any Friday. 
Parents are also invited to see what we do and to have a 
general chat. This is something that we consider very 
important. Anyone with particular skills or areas of 
expertise which might interest our young people is invited to 
speak to one of the leaders. 

We have still to make plans, but we will be holding a Coffee 
Morning in February 2013, and we will all discuss the 
charitable cause to which we will send the proceeds. 

For a number of years, the Cool Club has sponsored a child 
in a disadvantaged community abroad. This is done though 
World Vision, and we currently pay £22.80 per month 
towards this. If anyone would like to help to contribute in 
this way, please speak to one of the Leaders. 
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At the moment, our sponsored child is Bakul Peter Toppo. 
Bakul is 7 and lives with his parents in the Ghoraghat area 
of Bangladesh. It is one of the poorest districts in the 
country. Every second child is malnourished. Hygiene 
facilities are almost non-existent and so water-borne 
infections account for the majority of child deaths. World 
Vision will work with local health authorities to increase 
immunisation and basic health among the children of 
Ghoraghat. There will also be a focus on improving 
families' income and on education, since two out of three 
people in the region are unable to read and write, and only 
every second child completes Primary 5. 

You are asked to pray for Bakul and his family. 
fan Watt, Helen MacGregor, Isabel McCiure & 

Maureen Paterson 

Sunday Club 
On Sunday 19th August, the Sunday Club started up again. 
This is for those in Primary school, and we meet in 
Lamlash Church at 11.30am. At that time, the young people 
can use the play area in Church before they go out to the 
Church Hall. Sunday Club finishes when the Church Service 
ends at about 12.30pm. Parents are of course welcome to be 
in Church, but if they cannot be there, they are welcome to 
leave the young people with the leaders and come back for 
them at 12.30pm. Anyone wishing to find out more is 
invited to contact either Rev. Gillean Maclean or Ian Watt. 
If your child is under 5, you can accompany your child at the 
Sunday Club, or there is creche space available in the 
Church 
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