
Meditation – Sunday, June 5, 2011

I am not a fan of religion! I donʼt like it when Iʼm asked what religion I am, 
particularly in the context of the West of Scotland. If you originate from this part of 
the world you will probably understand what I mean. Because the answer to that 
question in the West of Scotland is not generally, ʻIʼm a Christianʼ. The answer to 
the question (for it is to satisfy the questioner) usually refers to the denomination of 
Christianity to which I belong. I am a member of the Church of Scotland but I am a 
Christian first and foremost. The Church of Scotland is only the house in which my 
religious life finds itself to be living at this time.

Not everyone is happy with the decisions that the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland has made at its most recent meeting in Edinburgh. Some people, some 
ministers too, have decided to leave, They're saying that the Church of Scotland is 
no longer place where their religious faith can live and they are moving house! 

Today my question is about whether they will find that their new house suits them 
better or not?

I don't know if any of you are fans of Phil and Kirsty, the house-hunting duo who 
help would-be purchasers to find their ideal house? Each programme sees the 
couple with a task to solve a difficult problem. Which house is going to be the right 
one for their clients to purchase? Usually it goes a bit like this..

1. They talk to the couple or family.

2. They check their requirements, budget, number of rooms, location etc

3. The scour the market to see whatʼs available

4. They take the folks round to view

5. They help them to secure their favourite property and then finally

6. They go back some time later to see how things have gone

But in the midst of all of that they find that they generally have to offer their clients a 
reality check. Generally speaking, their wants and desires don't match up to what's 
available. They have an unrealistic view of what they can have and what will make 
them happy. Often with great skill and patience Phil and Kirsty get them to see the 
reality of the situation and they learn that compromise is the name of the game!

Now I am not in any way, and I really want to emphasise this most strongly, I am not 
in any way saying that we must compromise our faith in any way EVER! But weʼre 
not talking about faith today, at least not yet, we're talking about the Church; not the 
Church universal, the body of Christ, but a much lesser being: the Church of 
Scotland. And I have to say the same could he applied to any Church. Here is what 
I want to say about the decisions of the General Assembly, whether they be about 
homosexual clergy or closure of churches or reshaping of presbyteries or whatever!

Nothing is perfect, no body of people, no institution on this earth is perfect, not by a 
long chalk!



One of my favourite theologians, Karl Barth, said this,

“True Christianity begins where religion ends.. here in Western Europe we 
like to call ourselves Christian, but we are all religious too, sometimes 
dreadfully religious. There are religions disguised as art, science, sport, 
politics technology and fashion...”

And I personally would add to that power, influence, status and in Scotland in 
particular, sectarianism. So, says Barth:

“Let no one lead you to think that you are in the sphere of a Christian 
tradition, civilisation or culture, the Christian West! Essentially  to be a 
Christian is to be governed by  the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This knowledge 
is an event, not a state, not an institution!"

In other words, the Church as an institution is simply a place to be, a place for 
Christians to gather and to work out their faith in a supportive and loving community. 
The true Church is the body of Christ and that has no denominational markings, no 
boundaries. There are no doctrines and no rules and no clergy and no presbytery 
and no General Assembly, no Methodist circuit, no Pope or bishops, no priests, only 
people and the Holy Trinity in communion forever. So leave if you like, or rather if 
you don't like, the decisions of the General Assembly. They may or may not be in 
accordance with God's will. I don't know, however I would rather have to account for 
myself by being inclusive rather than exclusive and anyway how will we really know 
the rights and wrongs of things until we are all together in God's presence. So for 
me, I will stay, because this is where I feel comfortable, this is where I have been 
called to work and until God tells me otherwise I will continue to do so.

I hope those who are leaving find a home for their faith in other branches of the 
Church in Scotland, I really do, and I hope they find some peace in their lives.

But it will only be a temporary home and a temporal home because in God's good 
time we will all be together again.

Now all that doesn't mean that we shouldn't strive to be a group of people that give 
a witness to the love of God in our world. Our reading from the letter of Peter gives 
us a blueprint for how we should be when we meet together as Christians and much 
of the time these virtues are not present in the day to day running of our church. 

I see pride and the love of power and status. I see those seeking personal gain and 
glory and I see few who are prepared to take up Christ's cross. But we are an 
institution filled with people and ripe for improvement so let us be our alert for the 
cunning and cajoling of the forces of the world. Let us resist the temptation to 
consider ourselves 'better' or more 'right' than the rest. Let us wait in humility and 
prayer for God alone to set us on the right path, and let us wait in the constant 
knowledge that we have an advocate in heaven praying for us as well. For John's 
Gospel tells us that Jesus as he prepared himself for the cross, said these words...

“I pray for those whom you have given me, because they belong to you. All 
that is mine is yours and what is, yours is mine; and through them my glory 
has shone.”



Let us Pray

Loving Lord, High King of all Heaven. We fallen far short of all your 
strivings. We have offered you the sheer poverty of our small loves and 
faltering obedience. Grant us now the humility to admit our failings. Help 
us to realise our dreams and hopes for each other. And for this small 
manifestation of the Church of Christ, here in this place in all its 
inadequacy and human frailty. Release us from the smugness of our own 
pride and pompous righteousness. And grant us loving and faithful hearts 
that we might discern your will for us and love. You and each other more 
dearly in Jesusʼ Name. 

Amen


