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We've been hearing about a community where change is taking place. A change for the 
better. And not just change for one person, or one farmer but for a whole community, women 
men and children. Everyone has benefited from the changes that have taken place through 
Sopeckska. But of course the story of this one village is really and truly just one example in a 
world where still one billion people are living and dying in extreme poverty. As a 
congregation we have been able to take part in the kind of changes that Mary's Meals are 
working towards and only yesterday I got a letter from Magnus in Dalmally giving me an 
update on their feeding programme. So two things for us to ponder today. 
 

1. Change is possible and 
2. Change is happening. 

 
That's a good thing. And we are involved in helping to effect that change. I don't believe that 
it's all about money either because it's about education too. If we choose to put our heads in 
the sand or decide that we have enough problems of our own without trying to help people we 
don't know and who don't even share our religion or culture, if we decide not to pass on the 
information we have about problems in other parts of the world then there will be no change. 
We have to be a part of transforming our community too. But before we look at our Bible 
Readings for today and see what they have to tell us about being involved with Christian Aid. 
I want to tell you a bit about what happens to the money you give, because that's important. 
We know what happens to the money that we give to Mary's Meals, for they're a much 
smaller organisation and that is a good thing but larger organisations do have some 
advantages when it comes to working with partner organisations and sometimes trying to 
side-step governments which can be open to corruption. There's been a lot of bad press about 
this sort of thing so we need to be reassured that our money goes to the right people. 
Christian Aid is now working only with partnership organisations that know the local 
community and needs and their work can be verified. If there is any doubt about the efficacy 
of the partner organisation then the money would go elsewhere. That of course is tragic for the 
local communities in need of help but we need to know that we are not lining someone's 
pocket with our charitable giving. And because of that Christian Aid can say with sincerity 
that all of the money that goes overseas is spent helping local communities make the changes 
they need to make. Creating schools and communities that are sustainable. So our money 
might go to places like Los Alpes or it might go to Bolivia where Christian Aid is helping to 
provide pensions for older people who can't work and providing breakfast for every school 
child or it might go to Egypt where Christian Aid's partner organisation is working with the 
poorest communities to do just the kinds of things that have been achieved in Los Alpes. And 
this is not just charitable giving or help, it is encouraging people to have just enough hope to 
get to work alongside these organisations to help make the change possible themselves. The 
building is done by local people, the parents are building the schools, the relatives of the sick 
and the elderly are building the health centres and the children who are being educated are 
coming back with their expertise and knowledge to their own communities to help to carry on 
the process of change. If you can only put two pence in that envelope you can make a 
difference! 
 
So what do our Bible passages tell us about our job as Christians in the world? The Jews 
always have believed that they must help others less fortunate than themselves. Charitable 
giving is something that is part of their religious life. In Jesus day giving to a beggar was 
something that most Jews would lay aside money for. The beggars often hung around outside 
the temple or the synagogue knowing that they would be helped but in Jesus day it was much 
more about feeding and clothing an individual. The need and the poverty was there for all to 
see. Nowadays when we're asked to give to places and people we cannot see and don't know 



we need to be better informed. It's our Christian Duty not to waste the money that we have to 
share. To make sure that it does what we intend it to do. It is therefore our Christian Duty to 
know what's going on in the world. We can't be a part of this transformation if we don't 
know what kind of change is needed. 
 
Today's Gospel passage contains one of the so-called 'I AM' Sayings of Jesus. These are 
unique to John's Gospel. I AM THE GATE FOR THE SHEEP. And of course we can. Think 
of other 'I AM' sayings in John's Gospel, most notably after the raising of Lazarus. 'I AM 
THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.' Of course Jesus's vision of community is one that 
will be realised only in heaven. God's future community will be one where all regardless of 
status in this world, will be loved and cared for and equally treated. And if that's the case then 
why are we bothering to try to make changes today. Why don't we just let them all die and 
let God take care of them? 
 
We are followers of Jesus Christ, he is our shepherd, where he leads we must follow, through 
the gate that is our Lord we can begin to change communities for the better so that they 
reflect just a little of that vision. Jesus himself cared for the poor and the sick. and the 
unloved and his disciples in the early church communities followed his lead and behaved as he 
taught them to behave. Our reading from Acts offers us a picture of radical sharing. We're 
told that everything was shared between the believers and we're also told that the 
disciples took part in healings and other miracles.... changing lives and transforming 
communities. Those early disciples were to spread the message around the world 
transforming many, many more. We live now in a global community and as Christians we 
have a responsibility to help all in need if we can. Christian Aid doesn't ask what religion the 
people they help are and neither should we. We are witnessing to the love of Jesus Christ by 
the way that we behave in our world. The label of Christian should give people a vision of 
how God so loved the world that he gave his only Son to save it. We're only being 
asked to stuff an envelope; well no actually not just that! We're being asked to pray and to 
become informed in our prayer. To pray intelligently, knowing what is needed and where it is 
needed. Because that sort of prayer transforms us, changes us and strengthens not just the 
work of Christian Aid but our faith as well. 
 
We are transformed by our prayers and our giving. 
 
To close then, the words of C.S. Lewis 

People often think of Christian morality as a kind of bargain in which God says, 'if' you keep 
a lot of rules I'll reward you, and if you don't I'll do the other thing'. I do not think that is the 
best way of looking at it. I would much rather say that every time  you make a choice you are 
turning the central part of you, the part that chooses, into something a little different than it 
was before. And taking your life as a whole, with all your innumerable choices, all your life 
you are slowly turning this central thing into either a heavenly creature or into a hellish 
creature. 

 

 
 


